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Hanks  Family 


Nancy  Hanks 
Claimed  Relatives 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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this  view  is  ^ 

from  the  other  side. 


Lincoln's  Kin  in  Missouri. 


Written  for  The  Sunday  Republic. 

How  I  happened  in  the  first  place  to  call 
at  a  small  unpainted  cottage  on  the  out- 
skirts of  Louisiana,  Mo.,  has  nothing  to  do 
■with  the  story.  The  lane  was  muddy  and  I 
looked  doubtfully  at  my  rubbers  and  then 
at  the  scrupulously  clean  walk  and  porch 
and  decided  to  leave  the  rubbers  by  the 
gate. 

I  was  met  at  the  door  by  an  elderly 
woman,    tall  and  angular,     with  sunken 


Joseph  Hanks.  Youngest  Brother  of  Nancy 
"  Hanks  Lincoln. 

cheeks,  square  jaw,  high  cheek  bones  and 
penetrating  black  eyes. 

She  led  me  through  a  tiny  parlor  with  a 
bright  carpet  on  the  floor,  chairs  ranged 
around  the  room  at  equal  distance  from 
one  another  and  from  the  wall,  a  great 
many  photographs  in  oval  frames  on  tho 
wall  and  a  table  in  the  center  of  the  room, 
holding  the  family  Elble  and  photograph 
album. 

We  passed  on  to  a  cheerful  little  sltting- 
roorn  at  the  back,  and  as  I  sat  down  my 
isyes  fell  on  two  more  oval  frames  hanging 


Bids  by  side,  In  one  the  unmistakable 
features,  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  other  tho 
face  of  a  man  I  had  ne,ver  seen. 

"I  believe  your  father  was  an  uncle  of 
Lincoln,"  I  6aid. 

The  old  lady  resumed  her  seat  by  tho 
window,  and  picked  up  the  knitting  she 
had  put  down  to  go  to  the  door. 

"Yes,"  she  answered.  "That's  what  I 
have  always  been  told,  and  that's  what  tho 
old  Bible  says.  Isabel,  bring  the  Book,  and 
the  lady  can  see  for  herself." 

I  turned  the  pages  until  I  found  the  Fam- 
ily Record,  and  there  at  the  head  of  the 
first  page  was  written  in  a  cramped,  old- 
fashioned  hand,  with  pale  ink  on  the  yel- 
low page:  "Joseph  Hanks,  born  January, 
1817."  Farther  down  the  closely  filled  col- 
umn I  read:  "Nancy  Hanks,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Hanks,  named  In  loving  remem- 
brance of  his  favorito  sister." 

A  few  questions  brought  out  facts  in  the 
early  life  of  Joseph  Hanks  which  have  re- 
cently been  given  to  the  publio  in  connec- 
tion with  a  life  of  Lincoln. 

A  short  time  after  his  marriage  Joseph 
Hanks  moved  to  Illinois  to  the  same  re- 
gion of  country  which  seemed  to  have 
euch  attraction  for  the  entire  connection. 
We  are  led  to  wonder  a  little  at  this,  for 
It  was  certainly  not  from  tho  fact  that 
those  who  had  gone  before,  were  growing 
wealthy,  that  one  after  another  of  tho 
family  in  "Virginia  and  Kentucky  followed 
them  to  their  new  homes.  It  may  have 
been  the  clannlshness  peculiar  to  those  ol- 
der States  which  drew  the  families  together 
even  in  the  midst  of  a  strange  land.  At 
any  rate  Joseph  Jianlfo  o_nd_liis--w4#o -rrtth~a- 
"couple  of  small  children  aoon  followed 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  his  wife  and  settled 
on  the  Sangamon  River,  where  they  lived 
for  a  number  of  years. 

"That's  where  I  was  born,"  tb>  old  lady 
with  the  knitting  said.  "John  Henry  here 
was  a  small  boy  when  father  and  mother 
moved  there." 

It  was  on  this  river,  a  few  years  later, 
that  Lincoln  launched  the  flatboat  which 


Dennis  Hanks,  the  Man  Who  Taught  Lin- 
coln to  Read. 

he  had  made  with  his  own  hands,  and 
started  out  to  get  his  first  glimpse  of  the 
great  world;  for  New  Orleans,  as  it  was 
then,  must  have  been  a  revelation  to  this 
boy  from  the  wilds.  It  was  in  this  same 
neighborhood  also  that  Lincoln  split  those 
rails  which  have  figured  so  prominently  in 
the  history  and  politics  of  the  country. 

"I  suppose  you  knew  a  great  deal  about 
Lincoln,  since  you  lived  in  the  same  com- 
munity," I  said. 

The  old  lady  hesitated,  evidently  embar- 
rassed. 

"Well,"  she  said,  "we  never  saw  much  of 


Abe  after  he  was  grown,  seein'  as  we  was 
on  the  other  side.  Father  was  all  the  time 
talking  about  him  and  his  smart  tricks. 
He  thought  a,  power  of  Abe,  but  it  seemed 
to  me  that  most  we  heered  them  days  was 
jest  about  his  yarns  and  foolishness." 

"Whose  picture  is  that  beside  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's?" I  asked. 

"That?  Why,  that's  Cousin  John  Hanks. 
Him  and  Abe  was  always  together  wneu 
they  was  boys.  Ho  split  the  rails  that  made 
the  house  Thomas  Lincoln  lived  in  when 
he  first  came  to  Illinois,  and  he  went  with 
Abe  on  his  tlatboat  trips  to  New  Orleans. 

The  old  gentleman  before  referred  to  as 
John  Henry  Hanks  laid  down  the  paper 
he  had  been  reading  and  remarked: 

"I've  hearn  Cousin  John  say  that  once 
when  they  was  takin'  a  load  of  things  to 
New  Orleans  they  stopped  at  a  landing  for 
something  or  other.  A  man  ca^ne'on  board 
and  wanted  to  know  if  they  had  any  onions. 
Abe  looked  at  him  kinder  bewildered  and 
said:  'No.'  After  the  man  had  gone,  he 
stood  there  for  some  time  studying,  and 
finally  broke  out:  'Why,  John,  I'll  bet  that 
blamed  fool  wanted  inguns.' 

"What  did  you  think  of  him  then?"  I 
asked.  "What  did  people  generally  say 
about  him?" 

"Well,  I  don't  know  as  they  ever  said 
much  any  way,  except  that  he  was  so  all 
fired  awkward  they  didn't  see  how  he 
could  keep  out  of  his  own  way. 

"Yes,  I've  hearn  about  his  readin'  of 
nights  and  all  that  and  I  know  It's  true, 
but  that  was  the  only  difference  between 
him  and  other  fellers  of  Ms  age,  and 
I  never  did  understand  how  just  that  could 
amount  to  as  much  in  the  long  run  as  It 
did." 

The  old  gentleman  them  related  a  num- 
ber of  stories  which  he  had  heard  of  his 
illustrious  kinsman.  At  one  time  Lincoln 
and  John  Hanks  wero  traveling  through 
the  country  horseback,  probably  going 
somewhere  to  court,  for  Lincoln  was  then  j 
a  lawyer.  They  stopped  at  a  house  by  the  i 
way  to  stay  all  night  aud  get  supper.  On  ' 
the  table  was  a  savory  dish  of  fish  which 
was  passed  to  the  quests  by  a  small  boy 
who  was  acting  as  waiter.  He  watched 
anxiously  as  piece  by  piece  disappeared 
and  only  one  was  left.  There  had  evi- 
dently been  some  understanding  between 
the  boy  and  his  mother  in  which  she  had 
promised  that  he  should  have  the  piece 
which  was  always  •  lef t  "for  manners." 
AVhen  the  first  helping  had  been  disposed 
of  and  other  things  offered  to  the  strangers 
Mr.  Lincoln  declined,  and  at  the  same  time 
transferred  the  remaining  piece  of  fish  to 
his  own  plate.  The  boy  looked  at  him  in 
astonishment,  and  then  exclaimed  In  a 
loud  whisper:   "There,  maw!  that  darned 


long-legged  cuss  ,has  took  the  last  piece, 
manners  and  all!" 

At  another  time  Lincoln  was  attending 
court  at  Springfield,  and  after  court  ad- 
journed the  Judge  who  had  presided  re- 
marked that  his  horse  was  very  jaded  r.nd 
worn  and  he  would  like  to  swap  for  a 
fresher  horse  before  starting  on  hie  home- 


John  Henry  Hanks. 


ward  journey.  Mr.  Lincoln  accepted  the 
challenge  at  once,  and  assured  tho  Judge 
that  while  he  might  not  like  the  horse,  it 

i  was  certainly  better  than  the  one  the  Judge 
rode.   After  a  short  absence  Lincoln  reap- 

1  peared  and  deposited  a  "saw  horse"  on  the 

j  other  side  of  the  rack  where  the  Judge's 

i  horse  was  tied. 

I     These  and  many  other  stories  the  ojd 
i  gentleman  related  with  much  enjoyment. 
I     "Yes,  I  heard  Abe  speak  several  times," 
he  continued;  "twice  in  Quincy,  but  don't 
remember  much  about  it. 

"I  didn't  care  to  hear  him  when  they 
told  me  he  was  on  the  other  side,  but  then 
he  was  kin,  and  as  father  used  to  tet  such 
store  by  him,  I  thought  I'd  orter  go." 

"Didn't  you  vote  for  him?"  I  asked. 

"No,"  with  some  line  discriminations  be- 
tween a  man's  duty  to  his  "kin"  and  his 
duty  to  his  country. 

"That,"  said  the  old  gentleman,  turning 
to  the  picture  of  a  powerful  man  holding 
a  large  book  with  a  clutch  like  unto  the 
drowning  man  and  his  proverbial  straw, 
"that  is  Cousin  Dennis  Hanks,  the  man  who 
taught  Abe  to  read." 

Before  I  left  the  cottage  the  sisters,  aft- 
er the  fashion  of  year's  gone  by,  spread 
before  my  astonished  eyes  a  number  of 
patchwork  quilts  of  gorgeous  color  and  in- 
describable pattern.  In  these  %vere  pointed 
out  bits  of  the  wearing  apparel  of  dead  and 
gone  Hankses  and  Lincolns  who  struggled 
along  through  toil  and  privation  and  pov- 
erty side  by  side  with  the  man  who  won 
the  battle  of  life  against  greater  odds  than 
any  American  that  ever  lived.  . 

ELIZABETH  DAVIS  FIELDER, 

Library  Photographs. 

A  pretty  idea  carried  out  in  a  library  is 
a  border  of  photographs  of  literary  celeb- 
rities surmounting  the  low  book  shelves 
that  run  around  three  sides  of  the  room. 
This  is  accomplished  by  means  of  a  panel 
of  glass  as  wide  as  a  cabinet  photograph 
inserted  Just  above  the  shelves,  a  narrow 
molding  finishing  it  at  the  top.  Behind  this 
the  pictures  are  slipped.  This  scheme  ad- 
mits of  reproduction  in  various  ways,  as, 
for  example,  musicians  for  a  music  room,  or 
bets  of  pictures  of  places  for  any  room. 


"UNCLE    CHARLEY"     MILLER,  OF 
LISCOMB,  PASSES  AWAY 
TUESDAY. 


SUCCUMBS  TO  AILMENTS 

INDUCED  BY  OLD  AGE 


Kinsman  of  Famous  President,  Who 
Headed  a  Party  to  "Duck"  Lincoln 
When  He  Refused  to  "Treat"  His 
Pupils — Funeral  at  Bethel  Grovo 
Thursday  Afternoon. 


Charles  Miller,  a  second  cousin  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  a  pioneer  of  the 
Bethel  Grove  neighborhood  in  Liscomb 
township,  died  Tuesday  at  Bonair, 
Howard  county,  according  to  a  tele- 
gram received  at  Liscomb.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler died  at  the  home  of  his  niece,  Mrs. 
Wilson  Mishler,  where  he  had  been 
making  his  home  during  recent  months. 
The  end  was  due  to  old  age,  Mr.  Mil- 
ler having  celebrated  his  87th  anniver- 
sary on  Jan.  12. 

Altho  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Miller  spent  his  boyhood  in  Kentucky, 
where  his  famous  kinsman  was  born. 
It  was  there  that  Miller  and  Lincoln 
first  met,  as  boys  in  their  teens,  when 
the  future  president  came  to  the  Mil- 
ler home  to  board  while  he  taught  the 
district  school. 

Made  Lincoln  "Treat." 
An  interesting  story  is  told  of  the 
early  days  in  Kentucky,  when  Lincoln 
Ij  first  entered  upon  his  duties  as  teach - 
||  er.    There  was  much  curiosity  on  the 
II  part  of  the  boys  to  see  the  "new  teach- 
!  er,"  and  it  was  planned  to  make  him 
]  "treat."    The  first  day  that  the  "new 
teacher"  was  to  be  on  hand  arrived,  j 
!  but  before  him   at  the  school  house  j 
!  was  a  crowd  of  strapping  boys,  headed  j 
by  Miller  as  their  captain,  who  had  j 
decided  to  lock  out  the  teacher  unless  ] 
he  would  agree  to  "treat."    Miller  was  I 
chosen  captain  because  it  was  believed 
that,  being  a  kinsman,  he  would  be  lia-  ' 
ble  to  less   punishment  if  the  plans  , 
miscarried. 

Lincoln  Capitulates. 
Lincoln  reached   the   school  house, 
found  the  door  locked,  and  that  he 
was  unable  to  force  it.    Presently  a 
noise  was  heard  on  the  school  house 
roof,  and  a  few  moments  later  down 
came  the  sooty  form  of  the  "new  teach- 
er" thru  the  chimney.    He  was  ready 
to  do  battle,  despite  the  odds.  Game 
as  he  was,  however,  Lincoln  was  no 
match  for  the  young  Kentuckians,  who 
carried  the  struggling  form  to  a  near- 
by creek,  where  a  ducking  was  prom- 
ised unless  the  promise  to  "treat"  was 
given.    At  the  very  edge  of  the  creek  j 
bank,  .but  not  unf*  the    bank    was  I 
reached,  Lincoln  presented  a  flag  of  : 
truce  and  promised  that  on  the  morrow  J 
the  boys  would  have  their  treat. 


Lincoln's  behavior  on  this  occasion 
endeared  him  to  every  one  of  his 
pupils.  They  admired  his  pluck,  and 
his  efforts  to  defend  himself  even 
against  the  overwhelmingly  odds.  And 
no  stauncher  friend  did  Abraham  Lin-1 
coin  have  in  those  pioneer  days  than 
"Charley"  Miller,  his  second  cousin, 
and  Lincoln  was  enough  older  so  that 
Miller  looked  upon  him  as  his  ideal 
man.  The  mothers  of  the  two  boys 
were  first  cousins  and,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  bore  the  same  maiden  name, 
Nancy  Hanks. 

Pioneer  Merchant  of  County. 

Mr.  Miller  came  to  this  county  in  the 
early  '50s,  and  was  one  of  the  early 
merchants  in  the  town  of  Albion.  When 
he  first  came  to  Iowa  he  settled  in  Des 
Moines  county,  near  Burlington.  He 
lived  in  the  Bethel  Grove  neighborhood 
and  at  Liscomb  for  many  years,  and 
was  in  business  at  Zearing  for  some 
time.  During  the  first  administration 
of  Grover  Cleveland  Mr.  Miller  was 
deputy  postmaster  at  Zearing  under  A. 
D.  Hix.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  member  of 
the  Old  Bethel  Christian  church. 

Mr.  Miller  is  survived  by  two  sons 
and  three  daughters — F.  M.  Miller,  of 


"UNCLE  CHARLES"  MILLER, 
Pioneer  of  County,  and  Second  Cousin 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Liscomb;  James  W.  Miller (  of  Cresco; 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Weatherly,  of  New 
Providence;  Mrs.  Ruth  Price  Warren, 
of  St.  Anthony;  and  Mrs.  Lona  Hart, 
corner  of  Eighth  avenue  and  Muin 
street,  Marshalltown.  A  brother,  Will- 
iam Miller,  lives  at  Winfield,  and  a 
sister,  Mrs.  Lucetta  Chandler,  at  New 
London.  The  late  John  Miller,  of  this 
city,  was  another  son. 

Funeral  Thursday  Afternoon. 
The  funeral  will  be  held  from  the 
Bethel  Grove  church  Thursday  after- 
noon at  2  o'clock,  and  interement  will 
follow  in  the  Bethel  cemetery. 
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This  picture  is  remarkable  for  two  reasons.   In  the  first  place  Jt  shows  that  rarity,  the 
lions  of  women;  in  the  second  place,  Mrs.  tfahaley  fates,  the  oldest  woman  In  the  pictnre  is  the  second 
cousin of  Abrannnl  Lincoln.    Her  mother,  Tolly  Hanks,  was  the  niece  of  ?.ancy  Hanks,  laving-  in  what 

X^lVu  if&s  S  Pawner.  28,  12*  W.  Indiana-st;  beside  her  is  her  "other   M  Kli 
Walton.  15,  im  W.  Pennsyhanla-st;  Mrs.  Walton's  mother,  seated,  is  Mrs.  Ellen 
"ith  her  mother,  Mr-,  (ales,  at  "fortonyHle,  Ky.  Th« "baby  is  Man  OLonfee  Pntmer,  18  months  old.  Mrs. 


I  The  recurrence  of  the  anniversary  j 
of  Lincoln's  birth  brings  to  the  sur-  | 
face  each  year  some  feature  that  con- 
nects the  great  president  with  early 
Iowa  history.  Old  residents  of  Craw- 
ford county  point  with  delight  to  the 
land  that  he  owned  there  in  an  early 
day.  It  was  at  that  time  a  quarter 
section  of  open  prairie.  The  people 
of  Council  Bluffs  point  with  pride  to 
Lincoln  Park,  away  up  on  the  bluffs 
jverlooking  the  Missouri  river  valley 
for  miles  and  away  oven  Into  Ne- 
braska. It  was  on  this  high  bluff  that 
Lincoln  stood  in  1858  and  the  wonder- 
ful view  spread  out  before  him 
prompted  him  in  after  years  as  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  make 
an  official  decree  that  Council  Bluffs 
should  be  the  eastern  terminus  of 
the  first  railway  ever  sponsored  by 
the  government,  the  building  of  the 
Union  Pacific.  Warren  Hanks,  a 
brother  of  Nancy  Hanks,  mother  ol  i 
Lincoln,  has  two  sons  living  in  Iowa 
George  Hanks,  a  retired  farmer  at 
Stuart,  Guthrie  county,  and  DeWitt 
Hanks,  residing  on  a  farm  near  Cam- 
bridge Story  county.  These  men  are 
both  past  80  years  of  age  and  are 
first  cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln 


THURSDAY,  JUNE  15,  1922. 


CHAS.  H.  BURROWS 
DIED  LAST  NIGHT 


Death  Resulted  From  Heart 
Trouble. 

COUSIN  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Served  Four  Years  In  Civil  War— 
Was  Commander  of  Local 
G.  A.  R  Post. 

Captain  Charles  Henry  Burrows, 
railroad  man  and  Civil  war  veteran, 
passed  away  last  night,  at  11  o'clock, 
at  his  home,  604  S  street. 

Death  resulted  from  chronic  heart 
trouble,  with  which  he  had  been  suf- 
fering for  the  past  two  years. 

In  the  almost  eighty  years     of  his 
life,  Captain  Burrows  had  had  many 
interesting  experiences.    He  was  born 
in    Springfield,    111.,    November  19, 
1842.    He  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
and  around  Springfield,  which  at  that 
time  was  near  the  frontier  of  Ameri- 
ca.   As  a  young  man  he  attended  the 
frontier  schools,  and  later,  as  a  law 
student  he  studied  under  his  second 
cousin,  Abraham  Lincoln,    in  Spring- 
field.   Captain  Burrows    studied  law 
for  several  years  under  the  Immortal 
Lincoln,  until  the  war  opened,     and  | 
the  young  law  student,  with  hundreds  I 
of  other  young  men,    enlisted  in  the  | 
service  of  the  North.      Captain  Bur-  J 
rows  entered  the  army  as  a  bugler,  1 
and  after  four  years  with  the  forces  i 
he  w;is  discharged  as  a  captain  of  the 
134th  Illinois  volunteer  infantry. 

After  the  Civil  war,  Captain  Bur- 
rows went  to  Iowa,  where  he  practiced  I 
faiw  for  a  few  years,  while  also  em-  ! 
ployed  as  a  railroad  man.    Later  he  ! 
dropped  his  law  practice,  and  devoted  i 
his  \vh>>le  time  to  railroading,  which  I 
:it  that  time  was  in  its  infancy  in  the 
greet  AYcst.    Captain  Burrows  work- 
ed for  railroads    in  Iowa,  Colorado, 
Nebraska  and  Kansas.    For  neprly 
twenty-nine  years,  until  he  retired 
:iIm.ui  four  years  ago,  he  was  a  hill 
clerk   in  the  Sixth  street  offices  of  • 
the  Missouri  Pacific  railway. 

Had  Captain  Burrows      lived  unlH  | 
August,  he  and  Mrs.  Burrows  would 
have  celebrated  their  fifty -first  w.-d- ! 
ding  ,innivor':%i!-.T.    T'-.- ,:     -v.  m*r  i. 
at  Lawton.  Mo.,  in  August,  1871.  } 

Captain  Burrows  was  very  active  in 
the  work  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  During  last  seven  years 
ol'  his  life  he  was  commander  of  the 
John  A.  Martin  post  No.  9.'{,  G.  A.  It. 
He  was  also  a  charter  member  of  Q, 
A.  R.  Post  No.  1,  of  Illinois. 


Captain  Burrows  always  took  pare 
in  the  various  public  activities  of  the 
Grand  Army.  For  years  'it  was  his 
custom  to  repeat  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  > 
address  at  the  Annual  Memorial  ser- 
vices, and  he  usually  had  a  large  part 
in  the  balance  of  the  programs.  Cap- 
tain Burrows  was  a  well-educated, 
well-read,  pleasant  man  who  had  a 
host  of  warm  friends  and  admirers. 
He  was  large  of  stature,  and  big  of 
heart,  and  he  will  be  missed  among 
his  comrades  o  fthe  Civil  war  who 
survive  him,  as  well  as  by  his  hun- 
dreds of  other  friends  ,and  the  rela- 
tives who  mourn  their  loss. 

Captain  Burrows  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  &  Ladies    of  Se- 
curity, and  treasurer  of  the  Atchison  j 
lodge  when  he  died. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Burrows.  Two  of  them 
died  in  infancy,  and  the  third,  Mrs. 
Adolph  Frailey,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
survives,  with  the  widow. 

Two  sisters,  Mrs.  Alice  Dirrenn,  of  i 
Detroit,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Phillips,  of  3 
Beardstown,  HI. ;  two    granlchildren,  j 
Miss  Frances    Shumard,  of  Detroit, 
and  Mrs.  II.    A.  Steele,    of  Lawton,  j 
Okla..  and  one  great-grandchild,  Miss 
Mary  Patrecia  Steele,  of  Lawton,  also 
survive. 

Funeral  arrangements     will  not  be 
announced  until  tomorrow. 


THE  PRIMITIVE  BAPTIST 


body 'that  will  come  is  invited,  especially  Old 
Baptists. 

''       '   Yours  in  bonds, 

F.  M.  Russell. 

Judsonia,  Ark. 

 — o  — 

SPECIAL  OFFER. 


1  will  send  The  Primitive  Baptist  to  old 
|   or  new  cash  subscribers  one  year  and  my 

History  of  the  Primitive  Church,  paper 
bound  for  $3.25;  cloth  bound  for  $3.50,  for 
i  all  orders  sent  in  until  October  1st.  Any 
one  sending  cash  for  four  Histories,  regular 
price,  will  send  Primitive^Baptist  one  year. 

Lee  Hanks. 

2  Edwin  Place,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


HANKS'  CHURCH  HISTORY. 


Bound  in  Cloth  $2.00  each  or  $20.00  per  doz. 
Bound  in  paper  $1.50  each  or  $15.00  per  doz. 

My  church  History  will  be  ready  June  1st. 
It  is  full  of  useful  information    up    to  the 
present.    It  clearly  shows  that  the  Primi- 
tive' Baptists  is  apostolic  in  origin,  faith  and 
I  practice.  I  think  it  will  contain  about  1,500,- 
000  words.   The  doctrine  is  clearly  defined, 
|  so  is  discipline.    I  have  about  80  pages  or 
;  more  of  useful  matter  from  Elder  Hassell's 
|  History  and  writings.   It  will  cost    me  a 
1  great  deal  to  get  it  out.   All  who  want  this 
Book  send  money    order    at    once  to  Lee 
Hanks,  2  Edwin  Place,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  or  Cayce 
Pub.  Co.,  Fordyce,  Ark. 


HANKS  FAMILY  TO 

REPAIR  LOG  CABIN 

Will  Co-operate  With  City  In  Upkeep  of 
Old  Court  House. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  people  attended 
the  Hanks  annual  reunion  In  Fairview 
park,  Tuesday,  at  which  time  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  co-operate  with 
the  olty  In  the.  upkeep  of  the  Lincoln 
cabin  at  Fairview  park.  Thfi  Hanks  fam- 
ily ancestry  dates  back  to  Lincoln  and 
the  family  feels  It  their  duty  to  keep 
the  cabin  In  pood  condition.  The  roof 
will  be  repaired  soon.  The  committee 
consists  of  Miss  Mattle  Calhoun  and  S. 
J.  Hanks. 

OFFICERS. 
Election   of   officers    was   held   aa  fol- 
lows: 

President— W.   B.  Hanks.  Decatur 
Vice    President— Albert   Marlatt,  Maroa. 
Secretary-Treasurer— Mrs.     Charles  W 
Crump. 

Visitors  present  were  Dr.  and  Mrs  M  J 
Brennen  of  8t.  Louis,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Git-' 
S?  ~  Davis  and  family  of  Springfield, 
Z.  Hanks  of  Terre  Haute.  Regrets 
were  sent  from  Greenwich,  N.  Y .  Lake  I 
City,  la.  and  Richmond.  Ind. 


The  articles  recently  published  in 
the  Eagle  in  reference  to  Daniel 
Boone's  birthplace  have  attracted 
wide  attraction.  One  or  the  results 
has  been  a  letter  from  a  writer  in 
Kentucky,  who  is  interested  in  the 
Hanks  family,  supposed  to  have  come 
from  Berks  county  about  the  year  : 
1750.  In  the  hope  that  he  might 
get  something  from  Berks  county  in 
reference  thereto,  he  sent  a  letter 
t6  the  Berks  Historical  Society.  As 
the  Hanks  family  was  in  Exeter 
township  at  the  time  that  the  Lin- 
colns  and  Boones  were  there,  it  is 
thought  that  some  facts  can  be  ob- 
tained, which  will  be  of  interest  to 
the  Kentucky  man.  Nancy  Hanks 
was  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
.She  was  a  granddaughter  of  John 
Hanks  who  left  Berks  count*,  in 
li50.    The  following  is  the  letter^ 

Elizabethtown.  Ky.,  March  13,  lOiiU.  \ 
My   dear   Mr.    Fox- -I   have   recently  come\ 
across   an    article    in    a   local   paper,  telling 
of    tin-    Daniel    Boone    birthplace    in  Berks 
county. 

The  article  referred  to  the  fact  that  a 
John  Hanks  at  one  time  lived  in  Berks 
county,  ami  suggested  that  it  was  the  same 
family  from  which  the  mother  of  President 
Lincoln  came. 

I  am  now  compiling  a  volume  which  will 
give  a  large  place  to  the  genealogy  of  the 
Hanks  family,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  ler,rn 
if  there  are  any  records  accessible  in  the 
Berks  County  Court  House  which  might  help 
me   to   trace   the   ancestry  of   Nancy  Hanks. 

I  lived  for  three  years  in  Hodgenville, 
Kentucky,  the  "Crarllf  of  Lincoln."  and 
am  now  residing  at  Elizabethtown,  the  first 
home  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln  being 
located  here. 

Shall    be    glad    to    send    to    the"  historical, 
society    three    publications    relative    to  Liiy 
coin's     birthplace,     which     I     have  recentlV' 
brought  •  from    the  press,    and   another  which 
locates  the  five  Lincoln  homes  in  Kentucky, 
which   will    come   from    the  press   in   a   few  i 
days.     I    would    send    them    under  separate 
cover   at    this    time    if    I    was   sure    that  I 
have  the  address  of   the  society  correct. 

Can  you  put  me  in  touch  with  anyone 
that  might  be  of  assistance  to  me  in  gath- 
ering the  Hanks  data.  Would  appreciate  any 
assistance    that    you    might  give. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed)  LOUIS  A.  WARREN. 


8l 


Special  to  The  Inquirer. 

READING.  Pa.,  March  21.— Not 
only  were  the  paternal  forebears  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  Daniel  Boone 
himself,  natives  of  Berks  county,  but 
Nancy  Hanks,  mother  of  Lincoln,  also 
may  have'  been  of  Berks  stock,  accord- 
ing to  a  letter  received  by  the  Berks 
County  Historical  Society's  secretary, 
Cyrus  T.  Fox,  from  Louis  A.  Warren, 
of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.  He  writes  that 
he  is  collecting  data  to  show  that  John 
Hanks,  father  of  Nancy  Hanks,  either 
was  born  in  Berks  county,  or  else  came 
of  a  Berks  family.  He  lives  in  the  town 
where  Thomas  and 'Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln first  lived  after  their  marriage. 


Hoosierls  Cousin  of 
Nancy Hanks  Lincoln 


MBS.  LUCY  ANN  HANKS  SMITH. 

[Special  to  The  Indianapolis  Star.] 
EVANSVILLE.  Ind.,  Aug.  27.— Mrs. 
Lucy  Ann  Hanks  Smith,  94  years  old, 
who  resides  on  a  farm  in  Wabash 
county,  Illinois,  with  her  son,  Newton 
Smith,  Is  believed  to  be  the  last  llv- 
I  lng  first  cousin  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln, mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Hezeklah 
Hanks  and  was  born  in  a  cabin  on  tne 
banks  of  the  Wabash  river  at  what 
was  then  Brown's  Mills,  located  south 
of  Vincennes  and  near  the  present 
town  of  St.  Francisville,  111.  No  trace 
of  the  settlement  can  be  found  and  the 
old  mill  has  long  since  disappeared,  j 
When  she  was  still  a  small  child  her  j 
father  moved  his  family  from  the 
j  Browns  Mills  settlement  to  what  is 
j  now  a  farm  on  the  Illinois  state  high-, 

way,    then  a  tangled  wilderness,  lo- 
cated south  of  Lawrencevllle,  111. 

TOLD   STORIES   OF  ABE. 

She  was  married  to  John  Smith, 
son  of  pioneer  residents  of  Wabash 
pounty,  and  with  her  husband  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  that  county  where  the 
remainder  of  her  life  has  been  spent. 

Of  late  her  mind  has  become 
clouded,  but  her  ;  ons  and  daughters 
have  vivid  recollections  of  the  stories 
sh.  has  told  them  of  the  days  when 
her  cousin,  Abe  Lincoln,  went  flat- 
boating  down  the  Ohio. 

These  and  other  tales  of  the  Lin-  I 
coins  and  of   Nancy   Hanks  and  her 
family,    arc   considered    by    the  sons 
and   daughters  of  Lucy  Ann  Hanks 
Smith  as  sufficient  proof  of  the  blood  j 
relationship,    although    they   are    un-  I 
able  to  find  any  history  to  bear  out  j 
their  claims.  j 


} 


BRIDE-ELECT. 


DEATH  CLAIMS 
MRS.  MARY  FRIEND 

LAST  OF  FAMILY  OF  EIGHT 
DIES  FROM  OLD  AGE 
MONDAY 


HELEN  HANKS. 

I  Announcement  has  been  made  of  the 
engagement  of  Miss  Helen  Hanks,  2035 
North  Meridian  street,  to  Robert  F. 
Grover.  The  -wedding  will  take  place 
June  25  at  the  Tabernacle  Presby- 
terian Church.)^  >H-  i  7 


Mrs.  Mary  Friend,  89  years 
of  age,  died  at  her  home  early 
Monday  morning  from  a  com- 
plication of  diseases  due  to  old 
age.  Mrs.  Friend  was  born  in 
this  county,  September  6,  1834. 
On  January  6,  1857,  he  married) 
Robert  Friend,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  nine  children,  five 
of  whom  survive  her.  She  pro- 
fessed faith  early  in  life  and 
joined  the  Baptist  church,  in 
which  she  was  a  consistent 
member  until  death .  She  is  the 
last  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren . 

Those  surviving  her  are  five 
children,  Mr.  George  Friend, 
Mrs.  C .  T .  Borders,  Mr<-  T  W. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Annie  Clo  >n  and 
Mrs.  W.  L.  LaRue,  and  many 
Other  relatives  and  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Buffalo  Baptist  Church, 
Tuesday  afternoon  by  the  Rev. 
VV    F.  Mitchell,  and  burial  in 


AGED  CITIZEN  DIES 

AT  GLENDALE 


Charles  Friend,  aged  eighty- 
one  years,  and  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  Nancy  Hanks,  mother  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,     died  at  an' 
early  hour  Sunday  morning  at' 
the  home  of  his  niece,  Mrs .  W . 
O.  Allen,  in  Glendale.  His  ill-, 
ness  was  of  brief  duration. 

Mr.  Friend  was  born  in  Eliza- 
bethtown  and  during  his  early 
life  lived  at  West  Point,  Hodgen- 
ville  and  Sonora,  serving  as  post- 
-■ster  at  Sonora  under  Presi- 
dent Harrison's  administration . 
Twelve  years  ago  he  removed 
from  Madisonville  to  Glendale. 

He  was  a     member  of  the 
Christian  church  and  funeral 
[services  were  held  at  the  Glen- 
[dale  church  yesterday  afternoon 
followed  by  the  burial  in  the 
church  cemetery.  Mr.  Friend 
I  was  a  widower.  A  brother  was 
the  late  John  C.  Friend,  a  Hod- 
mville  attorney.— E'town  News 


Heads  State  Disciples 


THE  REV.  J.  W.  VAWTER. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Vawter,  of  Cory- 
don,  was  elected  president  of  the 
state  convention  of  the  Disciples 
of  Christ  at  the  annual  meeting 
held  at  Marion. 


■ 


MONDAY.  MA$CH  5,  1923. 


Capt.  S.  S.  Hanks, 
Cousin  of  Lincoln, 
Dead  at  Davenport 


By  Associated  Press. 

Davenport,  March  5.— Capt.  S.  S. 
Hanks,  of  Princeton,  Iowa,  first 
cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  for 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  a  Miss- 
issippi river  pilot  running  between 
Stillwater,  Minn.,  and  St.  Louis, 
died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  S.  L.. 
Hanks,  1512  Grand  Avenue,  Daven- 
port, at  4:50  this,  morning.  He  was 
92  years  old.  - 

He#as  born  in  Kentucky  near  the 
birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  his 
father  being  a  brother  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  the  mother  of  the  first  mat- 
tyred  president.  As  a  boy  Captain 
Hanks  romped  and  played  with  his 
cousin,  and  their  fondness  for  each 
other  continued  until  the  death  of  the 
president.  


/V&wt+j  ***** 


Find  Lincoln  Kin 

Dead  in  Seattle 

Associated  Tress 
SEATTLE,  Dec.  l.-Her  passing 

sUaM°!j,Ceh'  MuS-  C°ra  Van  Tassell. 
Ah™£  aTVe  been  a  srandnlece  of 
Ab.aham  Lincoln,  lay  dead  in  the 

"H,^!  t0day'  whereabouts  or 

ai  relatlves  unknown 

Mrs.  Van  Tassell,  whose  efffW* 
showed  she  had  led  a  varied  career 
as  a  spiritualist,  palm  reader  c  y  1 

£LfaZer  aJld  at  one  time  on  The  i 
stage,  was  found  dead  in  an  apart 
ment    here    yesterday.      She  Tad, 


come  here  only  last  Saturday  and 
■s  thought  to  have  a  husband  in 
California. 

Newspaper  clippings  in  her  room., 

tintliU'dr<lP^etry  printed  u"der  tha 
coin  "  of  Abraham  Lin- 


Wo  t>fc~ 


Woman,  Probably  Kin  \ 
Of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Is  Dead  In  Seattle 

SEATTLE,  Dec.  1.—  (/P)  —Her 
passing  unnoticed,  Mrs.  Cora  Van 
Tassell,  said  to  have  been  a  grand- 
niece  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  lay  dead 
in  the  morgue  here  today,  where- 
abouts of  near  relatives  unknown. 

Mrs.  Van  Tassell,  whose  effects 
showed  she  had  led  a  varied  career 
as  a  spiritualist,  palm  reader,  crys- 
tal gazer  and  at  one  time  on  the 
I  stage,  was  found  dead  in  an  apart- 
ment here  yesterday.  She  had 
come  here  only  last  Saturday  and 
is  thought  to  have  had  a  husband 
in  California. 

Newspaper  clippings  in  her  rooms 
included  poetry  printed  under  the 
title  "Grandniece  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln," 


Htm  ^5 
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FRID  VT,  MARCH  5,  1926. 


Atchison,  as  well  as  Kickapoo,  has 
!  folks  who  are  descendants  of  Nancy 
■  Hanks,  the  wife  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
j  They  are  Mrs.  Ernest  E.  Waldroff. 
i  and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Hoppel.    Mrs.  Anna 
|  Winters,  of  Harrison  county,  Indiana, 
i  was  a  cousin  of  Nancy  Hanks.  Mrs. 
!  Winters,  who  died  several  years  ago, 
was  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Waldroff 
and  Mrs.  Hoppel.    The  Waldroff  home 
is  in  Park  Place.    The  Hopnel  home  is 
502  North  Eighth  street. 


LINCOLN'S  KINSWOMAN  102  YEARS  OLD.  Mrs.  M 
>   E.  Dailey,  473  Lincoln  avevye,  Dalton.  111.,  who  celebrated 
'  feurthda£.at  the  home  of  T.  D.  Nairn,  a  grandson  of  Brookfield, 


Hicks,  Amanda  M. 


LINCOLN'S  COUSIN  DIES  IN 
TURLOCK 


Miss  Amanda  M.  Hicks,  87,  cousin 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  died  recently  at 
~^T~    Turlock,  Calif. 

For  twenty-two  years  she  was  con- 
nected with  Clinton  College,  Clinton 
Ky.,  and  for  sixteen  years  of  that 
time  she  was  president. 

Coming  to  California  thirty-one 
years  ago,  she  has  been  connected 
with  educational  and  welfare  work  of 
the  University  of  California  for  twen- 
ty years.  She  devoted  much  of  her 
y      time  to  writing. 


R.HOWARD  BLAND,  PRESIDENT. 

Fidelity  and  Guaranty  Company 

JOHN  O.  SMITH 

AGENT 
GEE  BLOCK 

LAWRENCE VI LLE.  ILL.. 

Mr  Louis  A  ttarren,  June  24th-1929 

F  t  Wayne , I nd  i  ana . 

Dear  sir; 

I  have  been  informed  that  you  will  soon 
publish  a  "LINCOLN  HISTORY"  and  as  I  am  very  much 
interested  in  any  book  or  history  that  I  can  find  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  know  when  the  publication  will  be 
made  and  when  for  sale.  I  have  quite  a  few  books  on 
"LINCOLN"  and  have  read  every  book  that  is  in  our 
Public  Library. On  June  9th  ^visited  Lincoln  City  and 
the  grave  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln.  My  father  and  aunt 
together  with  my  family  enjoyed  the  day  as  my  father 
lived  in  Gentry  ville , Indiana  72  years  ago. My  grandfather 
William  Boyd  Smith  kept  store, was  Post  Master  and  a$$o 
taught  school  in  Gentry  ville  in  an  early  day. My  mothers 
people  were  related  to  the  ''Hanks  side  of  the  LincolnS" 
Thanking  you  for  any  information. 


United  States 

PHONE:  106 


4»  • 


Jane  28,  1929 


Mr*  John  0*  Smith 
l»awrenoevllle,  111* 

My  lei.r  ataiths 

Ton  may  feel  sere  that  I  wag  very  much  Interested  in 
your  letter,  inasmuch  at  your  grandfather,  William  Boyd  Smith, 
vac  Postmaster  at  Gent ryv5 tie,  and  furthermore  because  yonr 
mother's  people  were  related  to  the  Hanks  family* 

I  a©  now  working  on  my  History  of  Itmtoln  in  Indiana 

in  which  Z  hope  to  discuss  the  environment  a  in  which  Lincoln 
lived  for  14  years  of  his  life*    Ton  amy  feel  sure  that  any 
information  I  can  gather  about  Geatryvllle  in  the  early  days 

will  he  very,  very  much  o±$r  eciated* 

Does  yonr  own  father  remember  any  of  the  details  of 
hie  father's  residence  in  Gentryville  and  as  storekeeper  or 
Fostiaaster,  did  your  grandfather  leave  any  old  records!  These 
monad  be  very,  very  Interesting,  1  an  sure* 

Relative  to  the  Hanks  family,  you  will  be  interested 
to  know  that  I  now  have  la  my  possession  etiology  of  the  Hanks 
family  as  compiled  by  Mrs*  Hitchcock  more  than  ZQ  years  ago* 
It  is  the  most  complete  in  America  and  I  hope  soon  to  be  able 
to  have  it  published*    If  you  will  give  me  a  little  more  in- 
formation about  your  mother's  family,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
let  you  know  what  I  have  in  that  connection* 

This  Foundation  is  publishing  a  weekly  bulletin  whleh 
we  call  Lincoln  Lore*     We  send  it  out  gratis  to  those  who  ars 
vitally  Interested  in  Lincoln  and  I  am  glad  to  a end  you  a  com- 
plete file  with  the  exception  of  Io*4,  which  la  no  longer  avail 
able*    I  ahall  also  he  glad  to  place  your  name  upon  the  mailing 
liat  for  future  copies* 

Respectfully  yours. 


LAW  I  KB 
Ends. 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  fleaearch  Foundation 


July  Kg  1929 


Mr*  «fehn  0.  3»Hh 
LawreiwcYille,  Illinois 

My  dear  Sr.  3»itbs 

I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  get  the  informa- 
tion which  yon  enclosed  in  your  recent  letter  and 
especially  *  leased  to  learn  of  the  Ml  family 
tbrongb  which  yon  trace  yon  own  lineage.    As  soon 
as  I  have  an  opportunity  I  will  go  through  my  Hufts 
records  and  see  if  I  can  find  therein  some  of  your 
earliest  progenitors. 

It  will  probably  be  a  ssonth  before  I  will 
be  able  to  d^  «*s,  as  I  start  on  my  raeation  next 
week  and  will  be  gone  for  sane  tin*. 

I  will  be  pleased  to  take  np  the  matter 
with  yon  again  upon  »y  return. 

Bespeet  fully  yours* 


UWtEB 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


May  1,  1933 


Mr.  J.  0.  Smith 

14*26  Lexington  Avenue 
L&wrencoville,  Illinois 

Dear  sir  i 

We  are  sorry  to  advise  you  that  number  4 
of  Lincoln  Lor©  is  now  out  of  print.    We  gladly 

enclose  number  183. 

Tours  very  elncaroly, 


Kllen  Herendeen 
Asst.  Kditor,  Lincoln  Lore 


Mrs  .  Jennie  Schooley  Hofmann  John  R .  Schooley  Paul  T  .  Schooley 

ESTABLISHED   24  YEARS 

THE  HOf^MANN-SCHOOLEY  COMPANY 

9ARBERS*  AND  BEAUTY  PAPLDR  SUPPLIES 
AND  EQUIPMENT 

OFFICES— DISPLAY  ROOM-WAREHOUSES 
2809-11  FLORIDA  AVENUE 

Tampa,  Florida 

April  9,  1930. 


Dr  Louis  A  Warren, 

Fort  Wayne ,   Ind . 


Dear  Dr  Warren :- 

I  want  to  tell  you  I  just  love  the  little  pa- 
pers called  Lincoln  Lore.     I  read  and  re-read  them  with  the  great- 
est interest  and  intend  keeping  every  copy.     Mrs  Myra  Rudolph,  of 
Warren,  0.,  kindly  sent  my  name  in  to  your  office. 


I  am  particul 
Hanks  items,  always  hoping  to  f i 
scrap  of  old  history  that  will  c 
life  and  parentage.     Altho  some 
question  has  yet  been  settled, 
ghter  of  William  Hanks   (  b  1739) 
ia.     Her  name  was  Nancy  Hanks, 
ley.     My  Schooley  ancestors  came 
Loudon  Co.,  Va . ,  in  1761.  Both 
were  neighbors  and  friends  from 


arly  interested  in  all  the  Nancy 
nd  that  someone  has  unearthed  a 
lear  up  the  tangle  of  her  early 
claim  it,   I  do  not  think  the 
My  great  grandmother  was  the-  dau- 

of  Leesburg,  Loudoun  Co.,  Virgin- 
In  1793  she  married  Nicholas  Schoo- 

from  New  Jersey  and  settled  in 
families  were  Cuakers  and  it  seems 
away  back  and  finally  inter-marr led . 


You  no  doubt  know  all  about  this  family  and  that 
we  claim  William  had  at  least  two  brothers,  Joseph  and  John  either 
of  which  could  have  been  Nancy  Lincoln's  father.  I  believe  she  was 
ten  years  or  so  younger  than  my  great-grandmother  who  may  have  been 
her  first  cousin.  But  while  we  have  a  very  complete  record  of  Wil- 
liam Hanks  and  his  family,  we  do  not  have  an  equally  good  record  of 
these  brothers  -  in  fact  cannot  verify  even  the  slight  reference  we 
do  have,   that  they  really  ever  exhisted. 

According  to  our  information,  handed  down/the  land  or 
plantation  in  southern  Pennsylvania  just  across  the  Potomac  from  Vir- 
ginia, which  eventually  became  the  homestead  of  William  Hanks,  was  o- 
riginally  owned  by  Joseph  and  John  Hanks.     (En  rather^  it  belonged  to  the 
three  brothers  and  in  1793  William  bought  out  the  two  brothers  and 
moved  with  his  family  from  Virginia  to  this  location  in  Bedford  Co,  Pa. 
(  now  Fulton  Co.,  Pa.)     We  find  nothing  in  the  way  of  court  documents  in 
Pennsylvania  to  verify  this  transaction.     I  do  not  know  if  anything 
could  be  found  in  Virginia  or  if  it  has  ever  been  looked  up. 


When  I  commenced  this  letter  I  had  no  intention 


writing  all  this  but  merely  wished  to  mention  one  of  the  reasons 
I  am  so  interested  in  Nancy  Hanks  Lore  as  well  as  Lincoln  Lore. 

— ce .      £ " 


hope  I  have 
paper  - 


not 


tried  your  patience.      Assuring  you  I  appreciate 
Sincerely,,^..    ,  ^  tfaJL/fy** 


Of 

why 
I 

the 


JU. 


\ 


4prll  15,  1930 


Mrs,  Jennie  Schooley  Hoffman 
2809  1'lorida  Avenue 
Tampa,  Horida 

My  dear  Mrs.  Hoffman: 

I  appreciate  very  much  the  kind  word©  which 
you  have  to  say  about  Lincoln  Lore.       8|  find  It  is 
being  very  well  received  wherever  it  goes. 

During  the  next  few  months  we  intend  to  run 
a  series  of  article*  on  the  Hanks  family  which  I  am  sure 

will  he  of  interest  to  you. 

With  the  help  of  Mrs.  Hadolph  of  barren,  Ohio 
I  hope  to  give  quite  a  complete  outline  of  the  hi  story 
of  your  irsaediate  family. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  information  which 
you  enclosed. 


Respectfully  yours, 


Director, 


LAW:VL 


Lincoln  Historical  Hesearch  Foundation. 


M-rs  .  Jennie  Schooley  Hofmann 


John  R.  Schooley 


Paul  T.  Schooley 


ESTABLISHED   24  YEARS 


The  Hofmann-Schooley  Company 
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2809-11  FLORIDA  AVENUE 

Tampa,  Florida 

May  18,  1931. 


Dr  Louis  A  Warren,  Editor 

Lincoln  L0re, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr  Warren: 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  April  20th,  1931,  I 
write  to  inform  you  my  address  as  you  have  it  is  correct  and  to  as- 
sure you  I  am  as  much  interested  as  ever  in  Lincoln  Lore.     I  never 
miss  reading  each  copy  and  keep  them  properly  filed  to  re-read  at 
intervals . 

Although  in  my  seventy-second  year  I  try  to  keep  up  with 
the  wonderful  things  you  are  doing  in  establishing  the  interesting  - 
Lincoln  memorial  -  museum  and  library.     How  thankful  we  should  be  that 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company  has  made  this  achievement 
possible.     I  was  delighted  with  the  special  Lincoln  number  of  JbinKEira 
"  Life  with  the  Lincoln" 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  old  article  I  came  across  in 
a  scrap  book  made  many  years  ago  by  a  lady  in  Pennsylvania  -  it  may 
be  of  some  interest. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Kay  22,  1931 


Mrs.  Jennie  School ey  Bofraann 
2809-11  Florida  Avenue 
Tamp*,  Florida 

iiy  dear  l£rs.  HofTnanas 

Thank  you  very  ciuch  for  your  rind  words  about 
our  foundation  here  at  the  Littcoln  National  Life  In- 
surance Company,  and  alto  for  the  clipping  about  the 
Winters  connection  with  the  Lincoln  farad  ly. 

While  I  have  heard  the  tradition  in  many  forres, 
this  is  the  first  printed  account  which  I  have  seen. 
If  it  were  possible  for  you  to  learn  the  nsme  and  date 
of  the  papers  from  ^hich  this  clipping  is  taken,  I  should 
like  very  mxsfc  to  have  it. 

Besnectfully  y  nrs, 


s  UMiW 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  aesearcb^.Foundation 


June  9,  1931 


Kr»,  Jennie  School  Bofmnn 
Safflpa,  51  or  Ida 

My  dear  Ws.  Bofmannj 


«  *       *,       m~  70U  vmry  Vach  for  WmSSm  ™  further 
Information  about  the  clipping  recently  forwarded.  It 
asskes  the  Item  so  much  more  trainable  when  the  source 
and  date  Is  known.  . 

Bespectfully  yours, 


M rector 

UW:EB  mmm  Hist  rlcRl  Hesearch  Foundation 


IT  '  :  *. 


V'      .-.  J.J.  V  ...  .    i  ix  dit  V  toJU 


ni  v  •  — 


.  A 


Nomnoe?  25,  1937 


Mrs.  Jennie  Hofrasan 
2813  Florida  temsm 
Tarapa,  Florida 

My  dear  I'lrs.  Hofaiaam 

fhank  you  ve^  mob  for  calling  to  o  tf  attention 
the  available  cooies  of  Lincoln  Lore  iMcfc  you  hav?3  and  I 
|tt  taking  the  liberty  to  a&vieo  cm  of  my  friends  in  few  'fork 
that  yo.u  have  these  available  copies,  and  I  think  you  will 
hoar  front  him* 

P  mi  «a*s  ho  wo  ild  appreciate  any  mtabere  you  slight 
make  available  «hiGh  he  does  not  have. 

Very  tmly  youre 


LAW:  HB  director 


CC:  Iman-ael  Hex'tz    141  Broadway,  lew  York, Hew  York 


RELATIVE  OP  LINCOLN    —    GILDEROY  SETTLES 


Relative  of  Lincoln  Dies. 


Rushville,  111.,  Dec.  16.-GiIderoy 
Settles,  93  years  old,  a  great-great- 
grandfather, who  said  he  was  related 
to  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Robert  E.Lee 
was  buried  here  today.He  died  Sunday. 
Settles'  mother  was  Mary  Ann  Carlock, 
first  cousin  of  Gen.  Lee  and  his  grand- 
mother, Mary  Anna  Lee,  said  she  re- 
lated both  the  Confederate  leader  and 
to  Lincoln.  Settles  was  horn  on  Nov. 
14,  1837,  in  Fulton  County. 


LINCOLN  LORE  OF 
GREENE  GO.  SHOWS 
OLD  CONNECTIONS 


Themis  Hanks  Who  Settled  East  of 
White  Hall  Was  Cousin  of  Lin- 
coln— Great  Emancipator 
Visited  Greene  County 
Several  Times 


White  Hall,  Feb.  10.— Lincoln's 
connection  with  Greene  county  has 
not  been  possible  of  thoroughly  es- 
tablishing since  William  H.  Hanks 
reports  from  Patterson  that  proof  in 
the  shape  of  alleged  letters  and  pho- 
tographs can  not  be  located,  after 
diligent  search  during  the  past  three 
years. 

Lincoln  was  a  guest  of  John  Rood- 
licuse  in  1858,  the  year  of  the  mem- 
orable debates  with  Douglas;  spend- 
ing a  day  at  the  Roodhouse  home.  Mr. 
Roodhouse  died  June  12,  1908,  and 
his  picture  and  the  Roodhouse  Rec- 
ord account  of  his  life  have  place  in 
the  archives  of  the  Illinois  State  His- 
torical society  at  Springfield.  Mr. 
Roodhouse  founded  the  city  of 
Roodhouse  in  1866. 

Judge  Delahey  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Lincoln.  He  resided  in  a 
frame  house  just  west  of  White  Hall, 
located  on  the  east  side  of  the  road 
where  the  road  passes  the  A.  E. 
Knight  place  as  it  turns  from  Bridge- 
port street  to  the  outlet  oi  Lincoln 
street  from  White  Hall.  Lincoln  was 
entertained  in  this  home  Here  is  the 
spot  that  was  intended  as  the  loca- 
tion of  a  woman's  seminary,  but  it 
appears  that  money  raised  for  that 
purpose  was  absconded,  the  semin- 
ary afterwards  being  built  at  Godfrey 
Lincoln  Visited  Cousin 

Thomas  Hanks  came  from  Ken- 
tucky in  1816  and  located  four  miles' 
west  of  Whits  Hall,  a  portion  of  the 
old  Hanks  hnme^  being  part  of  the 
present  farm  1  cme  of  Norville  Hick3. 
Thomas  Hanks  was  a  cousin  of  Lin 
com,  and  it  was  in  his  home  that 
Lincoln  was  entertained,  the  Lincoln 
family  being  photographed,  accord- 
ing to  some  of  the  descendants,  but 
this  photograph  and  Lincoln's  letter 
lo  Hanks  expressing  appreciation  forj 
courtesies  during  his  first  campaign, 
received  following  his  inauguration, 
are  the  documents  that  have  failed 
to  come  to  light  in  the  search  re- 
ferred to  at  the  outset  of  this  article. 
Basis  for  an  intimate  relationship  be- 
tween the  two  cousins  is  contained  in 
a  communication  from  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Alverson,  Blackwell,  Oklahoma,  dated 
April  21,  1923,  she  having  for  many 
years  served  as  grand  secretary  of  the 
order  of  the  Eastern  Star  for  Okla- 
homa, and  who  visited  White  Hall  a 
few  months  ago.  Her  relationship  as; 
a  granddaughter  of  the  late  Thomas1 
Hanks  give  her  statements  credence. 

She  says:  "You  are  right  about1 
Thomas  Hanks.   He  was  a  cousin  of] 


Abe  Lincoln.  Of  course  I  have  no 
real  proof  except  what  all  the  Hanks 
folks  say,  and  then  Mr.  Alverson  had 
a  picture  of  the  Lincoln  family  that) 
he  gave  to  Mr.  Hanks,  and  it  was  one 
of  the  things  Hard  Hanks,  a  son, 
kept  from  the  family  relics.  There 
was  a  letter,  too,  Lincoln  wrote  to 
Grandfather  Hanks  just  after  his  in- 
auguration, thanking  him  for  hos-; 
pitality,  etc.  When  in  that  part  of 
the  state  Lincoln  always  made  the 
Hanks  home  his  stopping  place,  and 
Hard  says  he  remembers  a  good 
many  times  when  Lincoln  was  out 
campaigning  he  would  stay  there  at 
night.    I  think  the  letter  is  among 

me  old  papers."  .... 

J.  B.  Oakleaf,  a  Moline  lawyer, 
studied  all  available  data  pertaining 
to  Lincoln  for  years.  He  says  he 
thinks  Ida  M.  Tarbell  makes  men- 
tion of  our  Thomas  Hanks  in  her 
writings.  This  statement  being  made 
in  1924. 

Frank  V.  Close,  a  resident  of  Abi- 
lene, Kansas,  and  a  former  Civil 
War  veteran  of  White  Hall,  says:  "In 
1832,  Robert-Close  and  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, both  of  Decatur  at  the  time, 
took  a  contract  at  Decatur  to  split 
1,000  rails.  Robert  Close  located  at 
White  Hall  in  1838,  remaining  there 
until  his  death,  and  was  the  pioneer 
of  the  Close  family  of  that  vicinity.' 
Debated  Cartwright 

Peter  Cartwright,  at  one  time  pas- 
tor of  Wesley  Chapel  M.  E.  church, 
southeast  of  White  Hall,   was  Lin 
coin's  opponent  in  one  or  tw6  poii 
tical  debates. 

Ed  Baldwin  possesses  a  table  on 
which  Lincoln  dined  at  Carrollton, 
coming  into  his  possession  through 
the  Baldwin  line  from  Brigadier 
General  Benjamin  Baldwin,  whose 
grave  in 'the  White  Hall  cemetery  is 
marked  by  a  massive  monument. 

The  Amos  hotel  in  White  Hall  was 
a  gathering  place  for  notables  of  the 
Lincoln  era,  such  as  Orville  H 
Browning,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  D.  M. 
Woodson,  Josiah  Lamborn,  John  G 
Nicolay  and  Lincoln.  There  is  a 
dispute  as  to  ^'hether  Lincoln 
stopped' at  White  Tiail  or  Carrollton 
on  his  way  to  Alton  for  the  duel 
with  Shields,  and  the  registers  are 
lost.  Robert  E.  Shaw  remembers  as 
a  very  young  man  seeing  these  regis 
ters  stored  away  in  the  Carr  &  Tig- 
bee  wagon  ship,  a  remnant  of  which 
now  stands  on  Franklin  street,  used 
as  a  store  house  by  the  city.  John 
Amos,  proprietor  of  this  hotel,  died 
October  28,  1862,  the  hotel  being  con- 
ducted by  his  widow,  Mary  C.  Amos, 
until  1886.  John  G.  Nicolay  was  a 
guest  at  this  hotel  when  he  was  clerk- 
ing in  the  store  of  Aaron  Reno  in 
the  late  forties,  going  to  Pittsfield  at 
the  request  of  Capt.  Penniman, 
where  he  became  a  printer,  and  was 
taken  to  Springfield  by  John  Hay, 
and  later  become  Lincoln's  war  secre- 
tary. On  coming  to  Pittsfield  as  a 
boy  Hay  was  given  work  in  Nicolay's 
newspaper  shop,  and  it  is  related  that 
Hay  was  a  discovery  of  Nicolay.  Hay 


preceded  Nicolay  as  a.. secretary  to 
Lincoln  when  he  was  24ft'ears  old,  was 
editor  of  the  New  York  Tribune  when 
Horace  Greeley,  published  it,  became 
secertary   of   state   unde/  President 
Hayes,  one  of  the  nation's  foremost 
diplomats  of  all  time.  On  the  court 
house  square  in  Pittsfield  stands  a 
granite  boulder,  and  on  it  are  four 
names:  Abraham  Lincoln.  Stephen  A 
Douglas,  John  G.  Nicolay,  John  Hay. 
Befriended  Nicolay 
In  1348  N.  Z.  Garbett,  editor  of  the 
Pike  County  Free  Press,  borrowed  a 
horse  and  set  about  to  round  up  a 
few  subscribers.   As  he  passed  a  hill 
cabin  he  saw  an  angry  woman  with 
an   upraised  broom  handle  pursuing 
1  a  hoy.  He  called  the  boy  to  him.  The 
bo;  explained  that  the  woman  was  his 
stepmother,  and  that  she  beat  him 
regularly.   Garbutt  lifted  the  boy  up 
behind  him  on  the  horse  and  took  him 
to  Pittsfield.  The  boy  who  fled  before 
his  stepmother  and   the  broomstick 
was  John  G.  Nicolay.  Because  the  edi- 
[tor  befriended  him  and  gave  him  a 
[  chance,  the  boy  became  editor,  his- 
I  torian,  author,  private  secretary  and 
I  confidential  adviser  to  Lincoln,  United 
;  States  consul  to  Paris,  and  marshal 
of  the  supreme  court  of   the  United 
States.    Verification    of   these  facts 
concerning  Nicolay  are  contained  in  a 
letter  from  his  daughter,  Miss  Helen 
Nicolay,  still  residing  in  Washington,! 
excepting  the  broomstick  incident. 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  11, 


By  International  News  Service 


PINEVILLE,  Ky.,  Feb.  12.— While 
all  the  nation  today  joined  in  cele- 
brating the  123d  birthday  anniver- 
sary of  Abraham  Lincoln,  one  of 
Lincoln's  relatives  languished  in 
jail  here  on  charges  of  trying  to 
overthrow  that  same  union  which 
Lincoln  saved. 

The  Lincoln  kin  was  Mrs.  Clarina 
Michelson,  50,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
held  in  the  Bell  county  jail  here 
with  eight  others  for  alleged  crim- 
inal syndicalism  in  connection  with 
the  activities  of  the  national  min- 
ers' union  among  striking  Kentucky 
miners. 

Suffering  from  acute  laryngitis 
she  lay  on  a  cot,  her  head  and  neck 
swathed  in  hot  towels. 

"Sure,  I  am  a  distant  relative  of 
Lincoln,  but  what  about  it?"  she 
began  huskily.  "I'm  not  looking 
for  publicity." 

Her  father,  she  explained,  was 
Charles  S.  Hanks,  second  cousin  of 
Nancy  Lee  Hanks,  mother  of  Lin- 
coln. 

She  stared  out  of  the  window  to- 
ward the  west,  where  125  miles 
away  there  is  a  tiny  log  cabin  near 
Hodgenville,  Ky.,  where  Lincoln 
was  born. 


LINCOLN'S  COUSIN  DIES 

BATTLE  CREEK,  June  28. — (JP) 
■ — Herbert  M.  Brown,  85,  9econd 
cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  is 
dead  at  his  home  here.  His 
mother,  who  before  her  marriage 
was  Loretta  Lincoln,  was  a  cousin 
of  the  president.  Brown  attend- 
ed the  funeral  of  "Cousin  Abe," 
with  whom  he  was  well  acquaint- 


i-Ji — .  ~_  . 

WOMAN  IN  BREAD  LINEn. 
/CLAIMS  LINCOLN  KIN 

I  ;  '  1 

DENVER,.  Colo;,  Nov.  2.— j(tJP) — A 
91-year-old  woman  who  claims  to  be 
a  third  cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  found  in  a  bread-line  here  today. 

Mrs.  Francis  Baker,  the  aged  wom- 
an, lives  here,  earning  her  lodging  by- 
caring  for  a  four-year-old  child. 

She  is  given  her  frugal  rations  of 
bread  and  milk  by  the  Community 
Chest. 

She  told  reporters  today  that  her 
mother  was  Adeline  Hanks,  first  cousin 
Of  Nancy  Hanks,  Lincoln's  mother.  Lin- 
coln, when  a  boy  used  to  help  her 
father  during  harvest  time  on  their 
Illinois  farm,  she  said,  and  her  prized 
possession  is  a  large  picture  of  Lincoln 
which  she  said  the  Emancipator  gave 
her  while  he  was  in  the  White  House. 


Lincoln's  92-Year-0ld  Cousin 
Recalls  Abe's  Early  Years 


BLACKWELL,  Okla.,  May  26.— 
(UP) — Mrs.  Frances  BaKer,  92-year- 
old  pioneer  Oklahoman  living  here, 
knew  Abraham  Lincoln  perhaps  bet- 
ter than  any  other  person  living  in 
the  United  States  today. 

The  "Great  Emancipator"  was  her 
cousin. 

She  became  acquainted  with  Lin- 
coln, whom  she  calls  "Abe,"  when 
she  was  a  girl  in  Illinois,  and  re- 
members vividly  riding  on  the  back 
of  a  horse  with  him  to  an  Easter 
service  in  1855.  Lincoln  called  her 
"sister,"  she  says. 

Mrs.  Baker  at  that  time  was  Pran- 
ces Nichols  whose  mother,  before  her 
marriage,  was  Adeline  Arnold,  a  niece 
of  Lincoln's  celebrated  mother,  Nancy 
Hanks. 

Lincoln  frequently  had  visited  in 
the  Nichols'  home,  and  after  he  be- 
came president  often  wrote  letters  to 
Mrs.  Baker.  In  one  of  them,  he  begged 
her  to  pray  God  that  he  would  have 
wisdom  to  adjust  the  negro  problem 
in  a  proper  manner. 

Two  days  before  he  was  assassi- 
nated, Lincoln  sent  Mrs.  Baker  his 
photograph,  which  she  has  presented 
to  the  Nazarene  church  here.  She 
was  notified  to  meet  the  body  which 
was  being  sent  to  Springfield,  111., 
for  burial. 

One    story    of    the  Emancipator's 


kindness  she  tells  frequently  to  dem- 
onstrate his  kindly  character. 

"We  were  jogging  along  when  sud- 
denly Abe  heard  a  faint  squealing 
noise,  and  stopped,"  she  relates. 

"We  began  a  search  and  found  a 
small  pig  in  the  bottom  of  the  deep 
well.  Abe  notified  the  farmer  in  a 
house  nearby,  but  the  man  answered 
he  knew  the  pig  had  been  there  for 
a  week. 

"Abe  borrowed  a  ladder,  climbed 
into  the  pit  and  rescued  the  pig. 
After  church  we  took  the  pig  home 
where  it  was  fed  and  later  returned 
to  its  owner." 

She  described  Lincoln  as  a  "cheer- 
ful, humorous  and  loving  character. 
He  often  sang  while  working,  and 
always  was  entertaining  the  family 
with  his  yarns." 

Mrs.  Baker,  who  hopes  to  live  to 
100  as  did  her  mother,  came  to  Kan- 
sas with  her  parents  shortly  after 
Lincoln's  death,  and  did  missionary 
work  among  the  Indians,  living  at  a 
number  of  Oklahoma  towns. 

She  is  living  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Effie  Hardin,  here. 


mm,  BBS!  rara 


RS.  FRANCES  BAKER,  above, 
who  claims  to  be  a  ihird 
cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
has  been  found  to  be  a  Community 
Fund  ward  in  Denver,  Colo.  Mrs. 
feaker,  91,  says  she  remembers  Lin- 
coln when  he  helped  harvest  crops 
with  her  father  in  Illinois.  Her 
mother,  Adeline  Hanks,  was  a  cousrc 
of  Nancy  Hanks,  Lincoln's  mother. 
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Mrs.  Frances  Baker,  above,  who 
claims  to  be  a  third  cousin  of  Aba- 
raham  Lincoln,  has  been  found  to  be  a 
Community  Fund  ward  in  Denver, 
Cclo.  Mrs.  Baker,  91,  says  she  re- 
members Lincoln  when  he  helped 
harvest  crops  with  her  father  in  Illi- 
nois. Her  mother,  Adeline  Hanks, 
was  a  cousin  of  Nancy  Hanks,  Lin- 
coln's mother,  Mrs.  Baker  says.  She 
cares  for  a  small  child  in  return  for 
lodging:  and  receives  charity  food. 


COUSIN  OF  LINCOLN 
TO  BE  BURIED  TODAY 


Mrs.  Sarah  Louisa  Fox,  9 1 , 
Dies  at  Home  in 
Carsonville. 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Sarah 
Louisa  Fox,  a  second  cousin  and 
step-niece    of    Abraham  Lincoln, 
who  died  Monday  at  the  home  of 
her  son,  Alfred  N.  Fox,  8755  Natu- 
ral Bridge  road,  Carsonville,  will 
be  conducted  at  2  o'clock  this  after- 
noon at  the  Harrigan  &  Sheahan 
[Undertaking     establishment,  4415 
'Washington  boulevard,  with  burial 
I  following    in    Valhalla  Cemetery. 
'She  was  91  years  old. 

Her  father,  Squire  Hall,  was  a 
nephew  of  Lincoln's  mother,  the 
former  Nancy  Hanks,  and  her 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Sarah 
Johnston  Lincoln,  stepmother  of 
the  Emancipator. 

Mrs.  Fox,  the  widow  of  Merrill 
Fox,  who  died  about  fifty  years 
ago,  used  to  refer  to  her  famous 
cousin  as  "Uncle  Abe,"  telling  how 
he  attended  her  wedding  shortly., 
before  being  elected  president, 
how  he  wrote  to  her  frequently 
from  the  White  House,  and  how 
(she  rode  in  a  carriage  with  him 
when  he  returned  to  Illinois  from 
Washington  and  visited  the  grave 
of  his  father  in  Shiloh  Cemetery, 
near  Farrington,  111. 

Surviving,  besides  her  son,  are 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  Lillian  Wal- 
ton,^ 4721  Washington  boulevard; 
Mrs.  Hattie  Fuller,  4011  West  Pine 
boulevard,  and  Mrs.  Belle  Kanney, 
Chicago.  ^&~v>  ^UU^>-u^.-^f 
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RAFTING 


'By  "TUTES"  PARKER. 

f  ka  OVaP    Ui      f   '       -I  I 
Stephen'  Beck  Hanks  was  born; 

October  9  ,1821,  near  Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky.     Bis   paternal  grand- 
father had  bean  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  had  suf- 
fered at  Valley  Forge.    His  ma- 
ternal grandfather  had  fought  with 
Marion  in  the  South.    After  the 
war  we  find  them  in  North  Caro- 
lina, then  in  Kentucky.  Stephen's 
father,  Thomas  Hanks,  had  a  sis- 
ter, Nancy  Hanks,    who  married 
Thomas  (Lincoln  on  June  19,  1806; 
on  February  12,  1809  a  son  was 
(born  to  them  whom  they  named 
Abraham.    Stephen    Beck  Hanks 
was  a  cousin.   The  Lincolns  moved 
to  Illinois.    Stephen's  father  was 
•killed  by  the  kick  of  a  horse,  aind 
tUlS-  family  decided  also  to  move 
to  Illinois."  So,  Stephen,  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years,  took  on  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  a  man.  Overland, 
across    prairie,    through  woods, 
camping  where  night  fell,  they  ter- 
minated   the    terrible,  hazardous 
trip  at  Albany,  about  thirty  miles 
above  Rock  Island  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river. 

In  the  winter  of  1837-8,  young- 
Hanks  was  cutting  logs  along  thej 
river  for  a  primitive  saw-mill  in 
Albany,  the  output  of  which  was 
largely  for  local  use.  When  the 
ice  went  out  these  logs  were  made 
into  little  rafts  of  eight  or  ten 
logs  each  and  dropped  down  to  the 
mill.  He  was  the  first  lumber- 
jack. At  the  height  of  the  lumbar 
and  logging  business  there  were 
some  140,000  men  so  employed  in 
the  winter.  And  his  were,  we  will 
say,  the  first  log  rafts  (1838). 

Stephen  Hanks  was  hired  for 
$300.00  a  year  to  accompany  a 
lumberman  from  St.  Louis  to  ex- 
plore the  tractless  pine  forests  of 
the  North.  They  walked  about 
four  hundred  miles  swimming 
streams,  evading  Indians,  through 
forests,  over-  prairies.  In  1840 
Hanks  was  put  to  work  making 
lumber  rafts  on  the  St.  Croix  at 
Stillwater.  Sixteen  foot  boards, 
one  inch  thick  wore  put  together, 
each  layer  running  crosswise  to  the 
preceding  one,  two  lengths  long 
and  twenty-four  layers  thick.  It 
was  now  bound  together  by  2x8s 
and  holes  were  bored  tlbnciuigih 
these  and  fastened  with  stakes 
called  "grub  pins".  This  was  cal- 
led a  "crib".  In  lumber  yards  one 
could  always  find  "grub  planks", 
damaged  by  the  holes  made  for 


To  make  a  raft,  various  cribs  were 
out  together  by  board  ties  bored 
so  that  the  auger-holes  fitted  over 
the  grub-pins.  The  lumber  rafts 
were  going,  perhaps,  as  far  as  St. 
Louis  in  1839.  Each  crib  at  both 
ends  of  a  raft  had  a  great  sweep- 
lOair  made  of  a  plank,  the  blade  of 
which  was  cut  thin  on  one  end 
and  thick  on  the  other,  and  was 
fastened  to  a  stem  made  out  of  a 
young  tree.  These  were  fastened 
to  and  balanced  on  a  pin  on  the 
ends  of  the  raft.  These  were  mot 
for  propulsion'  but  to'keep  the  raft 
straight  in  the  river  lengthwise 
and  to  make  better  use  of  the  cur- 
rent to  keep  in  the  channel,  and  in 
landing  in  the  evening.  Daring  ais 
this  class  of  men  were,  none  yet 
dared  run  at  night.  Beside  land- 
ings had  to  be  made  at  various 
way  places  as  a  crib  or  two  or 
three  were  sold  and  must  be  de- 
livered hare  and  there.  These  oars 
or  sweeps  were  manned  by  de- 
pressing the  stem  and  carrying  the 
blade  in  the  water,  then  walking 
with  up-lifted  hands  pushing  on 
the  stem.  There  would  be  ten  or 
fifteen  oars  on  each  end  of  the 
raft,  each  handled  by  a  man.  On 
the  raft  they  .had  their  bunk-house, 
kitchen,  cook,  etc.,  as  a  crew  would 
consist  of  thirty  or  forty  men. 
Shingles  and  lath  were  carried  as 
freight  on  the  cribs. 

■The  smaller  rafts  of  the  St. 
Croix  river  were  made  into  larger 
ones  as  soon  as  they  had  reached 
the  Mississippi.  In  May  1842,  be- 
ing nearly  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
Hanks  got  a  chance  to  go  to  .St. 
Louis  on  one  of  these  rafts.  It 
was  a  large  one  for  those  days, 
twenty  cribs  in  length,  isix  cribs 
in  width,  or  about  640  by  100  feet. 
Tieing  up  or  mooring  at  night  was, 
attended  with  tribulation  and  dan- 
ger. The  raftsmen  would  take  a 
line  ashore  in  a  skiff  and  make  it 
fast  to  a  tree.  Often',  in  snubbing 
the  momentum  of  the  great  weight 
of  the  raft,  would  pull  a  tree  out 
by  the  roots  or  part  the  line. 
iWhen  the  latter  happened  the  ends 
would  snap,  like  a  whip-lash. 
Many  a  man  has  been  killed  or 
badly  injured  by  being  struck  by 
one  of  these  endis.  Stephen  Hanks 
devised  a  cleat  fastened  to  the  iraft 
around  which  the  line  passed,  the 
other  end  being  fastened  to  a  tree 
on  shore,  which  helped  men  pay 
out  the  line  at  the  cleat,  snubbing 
gradually,  while  others  poured 
water  over  the  line  on  the  cleat 
to  prevent  burning  it  from  the 
friction. 


Rafting  in  Lake  Pepin  and  Lake 
St.  Croix  was  very  laborious  be- 
cause of  the  "stillwater"  or  lack 
of  current.  They  would  take  a  line 
down  stream  in  a  yawl,  one  end 
attached  to  the  raft,  pay  out  the 
line  to  the  end  of  which  an  anchor' 
was  attached  Which  was  dropped 
overboard.  Then  they  would  ha-xl 
in  the  line,  pulling  the  raft  there- 
by. iEven  horses  were  used  on  the  j 


rafts  to  that  end.  They  often  had 
trouble  in  raising  the  anchor  which 
had  become  embedded  in  the  silt 
or  otherwise  stuck. 

The  winter  of  1843-4  was  unus- 
ually severe,  with  heavy  snowfall 
and  ice  three  feet  thick.  It  was 
May  15,  18/44  before  enough  ice 
was  out  to  make  log  driving  pos- 
sible. They  started  the  drive  down 
a  small,  swollen  stream  when  an 
order  came  through  to  "hold  every- 
thing" as  the  St.  Croix  was  in 
flood.  No  one  could  fortel'l  the 
outcome.  It  was  too  late.  The 
drive  had  started.  The  flood  was 
the  worst  ever  known  there.  The 
logs  swept  along  like  straws.  They 
could  not  be  guided  into  the  booms. 
Three  million  feet  of  logs,  floated 
by,  piled  up  on  shores,  lodged  hare 
and  there  and  many  iswept  out 
into  the  Mississippi.  Hanks  was 
given  the  job  of  gathering  these 
together  and  making  rafts  of  them 
to  be  floated  down  to:  St.  Louis  to 
be  sawed  there.  He  herded  the 
logs  into  strings,  bound  them  to- 
gether with  birch  bows  and  burr- 
oak  staples  over  the  boughs  the 
ends  of  which  went  into  auger 
holes  in  the  logs  and  fastened  by 
pins  being  driven  in.  He  fortified 
it  all.  No  one  had  ever  before 
made  a  log  raft  containing  more 
than  a  dozen  logs.  He  strung  lines 
across  the  raft  and  across  from 
corner  to  corner  lengthwise  and 
hauled  them  taut  with  windlasses. 
He  made  six  such  rafts,  six  strings 
wide  and  about  six  hundred  feet 
long.  Then,  to  his  utter  delight, 
he  was  made  pilot  on  one  of  these. 
(To  be  continued.) 


  T"  ' 

htm  -  S'S-jj 

Lincoln's  Kin 


— By  News  Stafi  Photographer. 


CHARLES  ROSCOE  MILES,  who 
looks  very  much  like  Lincoln,  comes 
by  his  resemblance  naturally,  for  he 
is  a  grandnephew  of  Nancy  Hanks, 
mother  of  the  Great  Emancipator. 
On  his  way  to  West  Virginia  to  see 
the  grave  of  his  parents,  Miles,  who 
lives  at  Long  Beach,  Calf.,  stopped 
in  Detroit  over  Labor  Day.  Like 
Lincoln,  he  was  born  in  a  log  cabin, 
and  in  his  youth  cleared  forests, 
built  log  cabins,  split  rails  and  made 
ox  yokes.  His  mother  was  Mary 
Amelia  Peppers  Miles,  daughter  of 
Mary  Hanks,  who  was  a  sister  of 
Nancy  Hanks.  Miles  gives  lectures 
and  impersonations  before  schools, 
luncheon  clubs  and  patriotic  groups 
He  said  that  once  he  was  offered 
the  leading  role  in  a  Lincoln  picture, 
but  refused  because  he  would  not 
play  in  a  scene  where  Lincoln  drank 
from  a  whiskey  keg.  Miles  said  he 
started  to  let  his  beard  grow  in  1928, 
when  he  was  56. 


Lincoln  Relative  Who 
Resembles  Martyr  Is 
World's  Fair  Visitor 


(Picture  on  back  page.) 

Charies  R.  Miles  of  Long  Beach, 
H  Cal.,  who  is  a  second  cousin  of  Abra- 
ham  Lincoln  and  bears  a  striking  re- 
i  semblance  to  the  martyred  President, 
j  yesterday  explained  why  he  had  re- 
fused to  play  the  part  of  Lincoln  in 
motion  pictures. 

"  I  wouldn't  play  the  part  in  the 
picture,  'Abraham  Lincoln,'  because 
m  the  director  wanted  me  to  sit  on  the 
floor,  roll  a  whisky  barrel,  and  say, 
LINCOLN    KIN    HERE.  'I'll  drink  mine  from  a  spigot,'  "  Mr. 
Charles    K.  Miles 

cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  nal  purposes." 

„  +  x?_-  Mr.  Miles  and  his  wife,  Katherine, 

visiLCJi   di  rdir, 


i  Miles  said,  "  and  I  know  that  Lincoln 
never  took  liquor  except  for  medici- 


( Story  on  page  11.) 


are  staying  at  3443  North  Marshfield 
avenue   and    are   visiting   the  Fair. 


They  plan  to  leave  shortly  for  Wash- 
ington, where  they  have  been  invited 
to  dine  with  President  Roosevelt. 

Mr.  Miles  was  born  near  Caldwell, 
O.,  on  Nov.  21,  1871.  He  is  a  grand- 
son of  Mary  Hanks,  who  was  a  sister 
of  Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  Lin- 
coln. He  was  acquainted  with  Rob- 
ert Lincoln,  the  President's  son.  Like 
Lincoln,  Mr.  Miles  worked  in  the  back- 
woods and  is  self-educated.  He  had 
not  grown  a  beard,  which  causes  the 
striking  resemblance  to  Lincoln,  until 
1928,  when  the  G.  A.  R.  urged  him  to 
do  so  and  bestowed  on  him  the  title 
of  "  Father  Abraham."  Mr.  Miles  has 
six  children. 

*  * 

Club  Series  Lecture, 

Katherine  Peabody  Girling  will 
speak  at  11  o'clock  this  morning  in 
the  court  of  the  Hall  of  Science  in 
another  of  A  Century  of  Progress 
programs  sponsored  by  the  Chicago 
Woman's  club  in  cooperation  with 
the  National  Council  of  Women.  Mrs. 
Girling's  subject  will  be  "  Women  in 
Literature." 


EASTER  SUND AY  WILL  RECALL  FOND 

MEMORIES  OF  RIDE  WITH  LINCOLN 
TO  CHURCH  FOR  MRS.  FRANCES  BAKER 


Easter  Sunday  a  small  woman 
who  has  witnessed  the  passing  of 
91  Easters  plans  to  find  her  place 
in  the  congregation  at  the  Black- 
well  Nazarene  church. 

Upon  this  occasion  her  mind 
will  recall  an  Easter  day  79  years 
ago  when  she  rode  seven  miles  on 
horseback  behind  a  tall,  lean, 
homely  man  who  was  known  as 
"Abe"  to  his  many  friends.  They 
attended  the  services  at  the  small 
community  church  in  Marion 
county,  111.  The  man,  a  cousin  of 
the  girl,  was  none  other  than 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  girl  now  is  Mrs.  Prances 
Baker,  92,  who  is  making  her  home 
in  Blackwell  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Effie  Hardin,  111  West  Law- 
rence avenue. 

•  •  * 

Mrs.  Baker's  mother  before  her 
marriage  to  Charles  E.  Nichols  was 
Adeline  Arnold  of  Alabama,  a 
niece  of  Nancy  Hanks,  mother  of 
Lincoln.  Mrs.  Baker  was  born 
November  9,  1842,  in  Marion  coun- 
ty, 111. 

Nichols,  father  of  Mrs.  Baker, 
was  born  in  Hardin  county,  Ken- 
tucky, near  the  Lincoln  birthplace 
a  month  before  the  great  emanci- 
pator's birth.  The  two  were  school- 
mates and  great  friends. 

Nichols  later  settled  in  Marion 
i  county,  111.,  and  Lincoln  visited 
the  home  many  times,  often  stay- 
ing as  long  as  three  months  help- 
ing with  the  fanning,  splitting 
rails  and  doing  other  work. 

Lincoln  became  greatly  attached 
to  Mrs.  Baker,  who  then  was  lit- 
tle Frances  Nichols.  The  great 
humanitarian  early  "dubbed"  her 
with  the  name  "Sister,"  which  he 
continued  to  call  her  until  his 
death. 

While  in  Washington  serving  as 
president  of  the  United  States  and 
confronted  with  the  Herculean 
task  of  keeping  belligerent  states 
united,  he  seldom  failed  to  com- 
municate with  "Sister"  weekly.  In 
one  of  h'.s  letters  Lincoln,  a  de- 
vout Christian,  begged  '"Sister"  to 
pray  to  God  to  give  him  the  wis- 
dom to  adjust  tke  negro  problem 
in  the  right  manner, 
i  •   •  • 

When    possible    Lincoln  visited 
the  Nichols  household,  even  though 
|  if.  were  only  Ion?  enough  to  greet 

"Sister"    and    other    members  of 
the  family.    He  did  so  during  his 
tlery   debates    with     Stephan  A. 
I  Douglas,  as  a  rising  young  lawyer, 
J  and  paid  one  visit  after  he  became 
chief   executive   of   the  turbulent 
I  union. 

Two   days   before   his   death  on 
I  April  15.  1865,  "Sister"  received  a 
picture   of  the  great  emancipator 
I  and  with  it  was  money  with  Which 
|  to   have   it   framed.     Lincoln  re- 
quested that  she  have  her  picture 
placed    in    the   same   lrame  with 
his,  but  she  did  not.    This  picture 
row   is   hung   in     :he  Nazarene 
i church. 

Immediately    after     the  tragic 
i  death    of  the    pres  dent  "Sister." 
'  who  then  was  -3  years  old.  was 
"\  to  meet  the  body,  which 


Mrs.  Frances  Baker 

was  being  sent  to  his  home  in 
Springfield.  111.,  for  burial.  At  the 
station  a  Washington  official  and 
close  friend  of  the  deceased  presi- 
dent rushed  up  to  the  young  wom- 
an and  said:  "You  are  Sister,  I 
have  your  picture  which  Lincoln 
gave  to  me." 

•  •  • 

"Sister  and  her  family  attended 
the  funeral  services  for  the  be- 
loved statesman.  They  were  an 
infinite  part  of  the  vast  throng 
which  paid  final  tribute  to  the 
great  man  and  friend. 

Mrs.  Baker  recalls  the  Easter 
day  when  she  rode  behind  "Abe" 
on  horseback. 

"We  were  jogging  along  and 
suddenly  Abe  stopped,"  she  said. 
"He  heard  a  faint  cry  of  some 
animal  in  distress.  He  dismounted 
and  I  with  him,  and  wc  discovered 
that  a  small  pig  had  fallen  into 
a  deep  well-like  hole. 

"Abe  went  to  a  nearby  farm 
house  and  told  the  farmer  of  the 
pig's  predicament.  The  farmer 
said:  -Yes,  I  know,  he  has  been 
there  a  week.'  Lincoln  borrowed 
a  ladder,  placed  it  in  the  hole 
and  climbed  into  the  pit  and 
rescued  the  pig. 

"The  pig  was  taken,  after  church, 
to  the  Nichols  home,  where  alter 
a  week  of  feeding  it  gained 
strength  and  was  returned  to  us 
owner.    Abe  couldn't  see  a  living 

creature  suffer." 

•  »  • 

In  these  days  the  church  serv- 
ice was  the  only  form  of  joint 
religious  activity.  There  were  no 
Sundav  schools  or  young  people's 
classes.  Lincoln  sensed  this  keenly 
and  said  that  something  must  be 
done  to  organize  a  group  for  the 
young  people. 

Through  his   aid   a   youj  -•    " '  1 


pie's  group  was  formed.  Each  mem- 
ber was  to  memorize  a  portion  of 
scripture  and  recite  it  at  the  first 
meeting.  Some  one  .  said,  "But 
how  can  'Sister'  learn  her  passage, 
her  eyes  are  not  very  good." 

Lincoln  said,  "111  wager  that 
'Sister'  will  be  one  of  the  first  to 
memorize  her  passage.  Lincoln 
helped  her  to  learn  her  passage, 
which  she  remembers  yet,  "I  thank 
the  Lord  for  the  great  gift  that 
He  gives  to  all  that  would  believe 
and  receive.  He  gives  us  joy  and 
satisfaction  and  turns  our  way- 
ward feet  towards  heaven  and 
guides  our  feet  along  the  rugged 
way." 

•  •  • 

Mrs.  Baker  stated  that  Lincoln 
was  a  cheerful,  humorous  and  lov- 
ing character,  that  often  he  sang 
while  at  work  and  entertained  the 
family  with  colorful  yarns. 

In  the  spring  months  after 
farmers  had  planted  their  crops 
thoughts  turned  to  the  "camp" 
meeting,  where  inhabitants  of  the 
surrounding  countryside  gathered 
to  partake  in  the  "old  time"  re- 
ligion. 

Lincoln  was  generally  found  in 
the  midst  of  the  group  busily  at 
work  helping  to  erect  the  "meet- 
ing" house. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Lin- 
coln. Nichols  sold  his  interest  in 
Illinois  and  turned  toward  Kansas. 
His  was  a  part  of  the  caravan  of 
23  wagons  that  made  the  long 
rough  trip  to  the  Sunflower  state. 

The  family  settled  near  Oswego 
in  1867.  After  this  time  the  grown 
daughter  of  Charles  Nichols  had 
some  interesting  experiences  with 
Indian  girls  in  the  embyronic 
'  state  of  Oklahoma. 

•  •  • 

A  devout  Christian,  Mrs.  Baker 
!  did  some  missionary  work  on  her 
j  own  accord.    She  told  the  Indian 
i  girls    about    the    great  "White" 
Father  and   soon  was  a  staunch 
|  friend   of   the     Redskin  lassies. 
Often  she  ate  with  them  in  their 
,  tepees,  and  it  was  a  source  of  dis- 
appointment to  many  of  the  girls 
when  they  learned  that  their  white 
j  friend  was  about  to  be  married. 

Fearing   the   future  bridegroom 
i  would  take  their  friend  and  min- 
I  ister  away  from  them  they  called 
him     "Scena-Yo-Necca,"     <  loosely 
I  constructed',  which  in  their  lang- 
uage meant,  "mean  white  man." 

During  the '  course  of  years  Mrs. 
Baker  has  liver  in  McAllester,  Mus- 
!  kogee,    Watonga,    Shawnee  and 
other  Oklahoma  towns. 

Today  at  92  she  takes  daily 
walks,  sometimes  a  mile  in  length. 
She  attends  church  and  Sunday 
school  services  each  Sunday,  and 
recently  was  named  on  the  honor- 
roll  of  the  Nazarene  Sunday  school, 
for  her  almost  perfect  record. 

Her  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
100   years,   three   months   and  15 
.  day.;. 

i    After  92   years  of  living  Mrs. 
Baker  says.  "Life  is  good.   Life  it- 
self is  rich,  and  is    further  en- 
riched by  faith." 


Lincoln's  Cousin 
Recalls  Early  Days 


92-Year  Old  Woman 
Knew  Abe  Better 

Than  Anyone  Today 



Mrs.  Frances  Baker,  92-year-old 
pioneer  Oklahoman  living  at  Black- 
well,  knew  Abraham  Lincoln  perhaps 
better  than  any  other  person  living 
in  the  United  States  today. 

The  "Great  Emancipator"  was  her 
cousin. 

She  became  acquainted  with  Lin- 
Icoln,  whom  she  calls  "Abe,"  when  she 
was  a  girl  in  Illinois,  und  remembers 
vividly  riding  on  the  back  of  a  horse 
with  him    to   an    Easter    service  in 
j  1855.  Lincoln  ^called  her  "sister,"  she 
i  says. 

Mrs.  Baker  at  that  time  was  Fran- 
i  ccs  Nichols,  whose  mother,  before  her 
|  marriage,  was  Adeline  Arnold,  a  niece 
j  of  Lincoln's  celebrated  mother,  Nancy 
Hanks. 

j  Lincoln  frequently  had  visited  in 
the  Nichols'  home,  and  after  he  be- 1 
!  canie  President,  often'  wrote  letters 
1  to  Mrs.  Baker.  In  one  of  them,  he 
j  begged  her  to  pray  God  that  he 
|  would  have  wisdom  to  adjust  the 
j  Negro  problem  in  a  proper  manner. 

Two  days  before  he  was  assasi-  I 
nated,  Lincoln  sent  Mrs.  Baker  his  j 
photograph,  which  she  has  presented 
to  the  Nazarene  Church  at  Blackwell.  I 
She  was  notified  to  meet  the  body 1 
I  which  was  being  sent  to  Springfield, . 
111.,  for  burial. 

One  story    of    the  Emancipator's ' 
kindness  she  tells  frequently  to  dem- 
onstrate his  kindly  character. 

"We  were  jogging  along  when 
suddenly  Abe  heard  a  faint  squealing 
noise,  and  stopped,"  she  relates. 

"We  began  a  search  and  found  a  j 
small  pig  in  the  bottom  of  a  deep  | 
well.  Abe    notified  the  fanner    in  a 
house  nearby,  but  the  man  answered 
he  knew  the  pig  had  been  there  for  a 
week. 

"Abe  borrowed  a  ladder,  climbed 
into  the  pit  and  rescued  t he  pig. 
After  church  we  took  the  pig  home 
where  it  was  fed  and  later  returned 
to  its  owner." 

Slie  described  Lincoln  as  a  "cheer- 
ful, humorous  and  loving  character. 
He  often  sang  while  working,  and  al- 
ways was  entertaining  the  family 
with  his  yarns." 

Mrs.  Baker,  who  hopes  to  live  to 
100  as  did  her  mother,  came  to  Kan- 
:  sas  with  her  parents  shortly  after 
Lincoln's  death,  und  did  missionary 
work  among  the  Indians,  living  at  a 
number  of  Oklahoma  towns. 

She  is  living  with  her  daughter, 
i  Mrs.  Ef  fie  Hardin. 

a!        '  ' 


•/ 
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Cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

Speaks  At  Rotary  Meeting 


William  A.  Simonds  of  Henry 
Fords  Greenfield  Village  spoke  on 
the  many  interesting  displays  at 
the  Village  at  the  East  Dearborn 
Rotary  Club's  meeting  last  Friday 
at  the  Dearborn  Inn.  Charles  Ros 
coe  Miles,  cousin  of  former  Presi 


wears  the  famous  Lincoln  frock 
with  string  tie  and  has  the  silk 
style  or  top  hat  to  complete  the 
costume.  He  has  allowed  his  beard 
to  grow  in  the  manner  affected  by 
President  Lincoln  and  bears  a  re- 
markable    resemblance    to  the 


dent  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  also 
a  guest  at  the  luncheon.  He  recited 
tie  Gettysburg  Address"  andU,  1S  at  Present  the  guest  of 
gave  many  intimate  incidents  in  Mr"  ^ord  a"d  %  living  and  sleep- 
'     '""  '  >ng  at  the  Clinton  Inn  at  the  Vil 


-  ,  ■  iini  at  me  vil- 

5K;  ?urT  the  past  week-  Mr- 

Miles  has  been  visiting  a.  number 
of  schools  ,n  Dearborn  where  he 
delivers  the  "Gettysburg  Address" 
and  tells  of  incidents  generally  un- 


the  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Mr  Simonds  in  his  talk  placed 
fecial  emphasis  on  many  displays 
connected  with  Thomas  Edison 
since  he  has  made  an  extensive 
study  of  the  life  of  Edison  and  j  f_n d  te]h 

9?  fs^omPleted  a  new  book  en-  known  In  the  life  of  Lincoln 

titled     Edison  -  His    Life,    His'   - -  ' 

Work,  His  Genius."  This  latest 
literary  effort  of  Mr.  Simonds  is 
now  off  the  press  and  is  receiving 
immediate  appreciation. 

Mr  Miles  comes  by  his  relation- 
ship to  Abe  Lincoln  by  reason  of 
his  grandmother  being  the  sister 
to  Nancy  Hanks,  Lincoln's  mother. 
Mr.  Miles  recently  traveled  to  De- 
troit m  an  old  Studebaker  automo- 
bile from  his  home  in  Lon^'Beach, 
California  to  attend  the  State  Con- 
vention of  the  Republican  Party, 
Ford    *  Produced  to  Henry  I 

The   introduction   was  followed  i 
by  an  invitation  to  visit  Mr.  Eord 
at  Greenfield  Village.  When  he  Vas 
stopped  by  police  when  entering 
the  Village  because  they  viewed 
his  old  car  and  peculiar  manner 
of  dress  with  alarm,  he  was  res- 
cued by  Mr.  Ford  and  told  to  drive 
his  car  on  the  lawn  where  it  still 
s  ands.  Plans  are  being  made  to, 
eiect  a  shed  over  it  and  make  it 
a  permanent  part  of  the  Village. 
Mr.  Miles  presented  Mr.  Ford  with  ! 
two  canes  said  to  have  been  prop- 
erty of  the  former  president  and 
a  Ford  V-8  sedan  was  returned  for 
the  gift. 

Mr.  Miles  is   gaunt   of  figure, 


1 


3</ 


Portland  Resident, 
Lincoln  Descendant, 
Succumbs  Tuesday 

(\>ecial  io  The  Journal-Gazette) 
PORTLAND,    Feb.    12.— Mrs.  Ida 
Jane  Journey,  75,  wife  of  Joseph  R. ; 
Journey,  died  early  Tuesday  rrfbrning 
at  her  home  one  mile  south  of  Port-  I 
land.  She  was  a  descendant  of  Gen.  j 
Winfield  Scott  and  her  father  was  a  I 
cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Surviving 
are  the  husband;  one  son,  Raymond;  i  ' 
one  sister,  Mrs.  William  Myers,  east  of 
Portland,  and  four  brothers,  Frank;  j 
Hanks  of  New  Mt.  Pleasant,  William  i  ^ 
Scott  Hanks  of  Muncie,  Alvin  Hanks !  ( 
of  northeast  of  Portland  and  Gus  A. 
Hanks  of  southwest  of  Portland.  The 
funeral  will  be  held  at  2:30  o'clock, 
Thursday  afternoon    from  the  resi-  j 
dence  in  charge  of  Dr.  H.  N.  Ronald,  ;  | 
assisted  by  Rev.  H.  T.  Neve.  Burial  ■/ 
will  be  made  in  the  Liber  cemetery. »  y 
 .  
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Ref* 


to      Dr.  Louis  Warren 


Inter-office  Correspondence^'^ 
chicago  (e.  e.  besser.  jr.)  office  ^£  isf^, 

date        May  22,  1935. 


SUBJECT 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


I  had  a  very  interesting  visit  with  Mr.  Harry 
H.  Hanks,  5854  East  \£frcle  Avenue,  Norwood  Park 
Chicago.    Mr.  Hanks  great  grandfather  was  the  brother 
of  Nancy  Hanks.    He  has  some  very  interesting 
documents  which  would  no  doubt  be  of  great  interest 
to  you.     I  should  very  much  like  to  arrange  your 
meeting  him  as  I  believe  he  has  some  material  that 
appears  to  contradict  some  of  the  articles  in  Lincoln 
Lore  in  reference  to  Nancy  Hanks. 


Lore . 


Will  you  kindly  see  that  he  is  sent  Lincoln 


Also  please  serujlr  Lincoln  Lore  to  Mr.  John  L. 
Steffen,  6096  Newburg  Avenue,  Chicago.    Mr.  Steffen 
is  one  of  our  largest  policyholders  and  an  intimate 
friend  of  Mr.  Hanks. 


eeb/ek 


IF  THIS  LETTER  CALLS  FOR  A  REPLY,  USE  THE  BOTTOM  OR  REVERSE  SIDE  OF  THE  DUPLICATE  COPY  ATTACHED 


May  23,  1935 


Mr,  John  L.  Steffen 
G09G  Newburg  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mr.  Steffenj 

y&  are  advised  by  our  representative,  Mr.  3esaer, 

tliat  you  uould  like  io  receive  the  publication  >shich  we 
publish  froia  week  to  week  called  Lincoln  Lore. 

You  will  please  find  enclosed  a  few  copies  of  the 
bulletin  and  we  take  pleasure  in  placing  your  name  on  our 
oailii^g  list  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Beaser. 

Very  truly  yours, 


ut  tin 


Director 


May  23,  1935 


Ur.  E.  E.  Besser,  Jr. 
Chicago  Office 

Uy  dear  Mr.  Besser: 

It  is  very  kind  of  you  indeed  to  advise  us  about 
the  infonaation  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Harry  H.  Hanks,  5864 
E.  Circle  Avenue,  Chicago. 

Of  course,  we  would  he  intensely  interested  in 
learning  what  documents  Mr.  Hanks  has  in  his  possession 
althoxigh  it  is  very  well  confirmed  that  ftancy  Hanks  did  not 
have  any  brothers. 

We  will  be  very  glad  indeed  to  place  Mr.  Ranks  on 
our  mailing  list  and  also  add  the  name  of  Mr.  John  L. 
Steffen. 

2hank  you  very  much  for  advising  us  of  the  Hanks 
date;  we  would  like  very  much  to  have  a  conference  with  Mr. 
Hanks. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWtLH 


Director 


May  23,  1935 


Mr.  Hr.rry'  H.  Hanks 
535*1  East  Circle  Avenue 

Norwood  Park 

Chi  cage ,  1 11  i  no  1  s 

!ty  dear  Mr.  Hanks? 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  receiving  from  our 
Chicago  representative,  Mr.  Besser,  the  statement  to  the 
effect  that  you  had  available  some  documents  relating  to 
the  Hanks  family. 

We  have  here  in  our  collection  probably  the  largest 
compilation  of  Hanks  data  in  America,  having  some  two  or 
three  thousand  letters  and  genealogical  blanks  of  the  family 
gathered  as  early  as  1890. 

??e  will  be  intensely  interested  in  any  documents 
which  you  have  which  may  contribute  further  information  to 
the  family  from  which  Nancy  Hanks  came. 

it  are  taking  the  liberty  of  enclosing  some  bulletins 
on  the  Hanks  family  and  also  placing  your  name  on  our  mailing 
list  to  receive  the  Lincoln  Lore  publication  from  week  to  week. 

I  trust  we  may  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  some  time 
and  talk  over  the  history  of  the  family  which  is  of  intense 

interest  to  us  here. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LATUM 
Enc 


Director 


I 


September  4,  1935 


Mr.  Harry  H.  Hanks 
5864  Uast  Circle  Avenue 
Norwood  Park 
Chicago,  Illinois 

l&y  dear  Mr.  Hanks t 

Some  time  ago  I  wrote  you  with  reference  to  the 
material  you  have  gathered  about  the  Hanks  family. 

You  might  be  interested  to  know  that  Just 
recently  I  returned  from  Virginia  and  was  able  to  gather 
several  more  interesting  documents  about  the  Hanks  family 
which  we  believe  originated  in  Amelia  County. 

I  would  be  very  ^;lad  to  learn  what  data  you  have 
been  able  to  gather  as  we  are  anxious  to  compile  here  such 
information  on  the  family  of  Lincoln* s  mother  as  4s 
available. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:LH 


Director 


Rockport  Baby  Relative  of  Lincoln; 
One  of  Ancestors  Was  Half-Brother 
Of  Nancy  Hanks,  President's  Mother 


Boy  Born  Five  Weeks  Ago  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Noble,  Jr., 
Named  Jerry  Don  Hanks; 
Great  Grandmother  in  Clover- 
port  Was  Granddaughter  of 
William  Hanks 

BLOOD  THAT  PLOWED  through 
the  veins  of  the  immortal  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  helps  to  give  life 
to  the  little  heart  of  the  infant  pic- 
tured above  in  his  father's  arms.  Will 
that  blood  feed  this  heart,  too,  to 
greatness? 

The  infant  is  the  latest  relative  of 
Lincoln  to  arrive  in  Spencer  county, 
where  Lincoln  spent  his  boyhood  and 
young  manhood  years.  He  arrived 
five  weeks  ago  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jerry  Noble,  Jr.,  He  ps 
named  Jerry  Don  Hanks  Noble  the 
third  name  from  the  family  of  which 
Lincoln  was  an  illustrious  son. 

Little  Jerry's  father  is  the  grand- 
son of  Mrs.  Emma  Hanks  Weisenberg 
of  Cloverport,  Ky.  Emma  Hanks  Weis- 
enberg was  the  daughter  of  William 
Hanks,  whose  father,  also  named 
William  Hanks,  was  a  half-brother 
of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  mother  of 
the  emancipator. 

Little  Jerry,  pictured  in  the  arms 
of  his  father,  was  too  busy  with  the 
business  of  sleeping  to  care  about 
having  his  picture  taken.  His  mother, 
who  before  her  marriage  was  Miss 
Esther  Bufkins  of '  Boonville,  washed 
his  face  three  times  with  cold  water 
in  an  effort  to  get  him  wide  awake 
for  the  photographer.  But  the  infant 
merely  rubbed  its  closed  eyes  with 
two  tiny  clenched  little  fists,  smiled 
and  yawned  and  went  on  sleeping. 


jKyNOBLE,  JR.,  ANDSONJERBY 
Mrs.  Emma  Hanks  Weisenberg,  who 
hasTived  in  Cloverport  for  42 1  years, 
says  she  has  papers  to  prove  her  re- 
lationship to  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 
Her  twin  brother,  Charles  Hanks,  also 
lives  in  Cloverport. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Noble,  Jr.,  live 
in  Rockport.  Jerry  Don  Hanks  is  their 

^Abraham  Lincoln  lived  In  Spencer 
county  from  the  time  he  was  seven 
years  old  until  he  was  21.  His  mother 
lies  buried  on  a  wooded  knoll  in  what 
is  now  a  beautiful  state  park  named 
as  a  memorial  to  her.  Lincoln  m  his 
boyhood  at  times  walked  the  17  miles 
from  his  home  to  Eockport  to  borrow 
books.  -  


dLo^J(    (a^l^o  Ta-ztVua, 
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December  3,  1936 


Mrs.  Rita  1?il3d.nao»  Co* 
Galax,  Virginia 

My  dear  Mrs.  Cox2 

I  have  recently  returned  from  a  research  trip 
in  Bedford  County,  Virginia  and  some  of  the  adjacent 
comities  in  I  have  been  trying  to  locate  the 

forebears  of  J:Iancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

I  ant  wondering  if  you  can  give  me  any  in- 
formation about  the  origin  of  the  Hanks  family  from 
which  you  are  descended,  the  asme  of  the  first  and 
earliest  Hanks  of  which  you  know  and  where  he  lived. 
We  are  especially  interested,  if  possible,  in  finding 
who  the  Jasaes  Hanks  was  that  is  said  to  have  married 
Lucy  Shipley  in  Amelia  or  Bedford  County,  Virginia, 
and  passed  away  leaving  Lucy,  the  widow,  with  an  orphan 
child  by  the  name  of  Nancy  Hanks  who  became  the  mother 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

I  should  be  very  &lad  indeed  for  any  inf ornation 
that  is  available.  y 

Yours  very  traly 


Director 


r 


«.<j  meet  IC,  ,  . 

Lincoln's  Cousin  - 
Dies  at  Fort 

FT.  ATKINSON  ,^rank  E. 
Green,  75,  operator  of  a  feed  and 
fuel  business  here  31  years,  died 
in  his  home  Monday.  Mr.  Green 
was  a  seventh  cousin  by  direct 
descent  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
was  a  telegraph  operator  are  the 
younger  days.  Survivors  are  the 
^widow,  a  son  and  daughter.  Funer- 
al services  will  be  Thursday. 


The  Lincoln  National  Life 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Inter-Office  Correspondence 
salt  lake  city  office 


to  Mr.  Louis  A.Warren,  Director  date         Sept.  27,  1938 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation. 


SUBJECT 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


An  Aged  Aunt .of  mine,  Nancy  Horribeck,  living  in 
Indianapolis,  has  advised  that  a  Great  Uncle  of  mine  married  a 
sister  of  Nancy  Hanks,  and  it  was  after  this  Great  Uncle  that 
Lincoln  was  named.    His  first  name  was  Abraham,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  his  last  name  was.    I  am  trying  to  find  out  some  information 
in  this  connection  and  wondered  if  you  might  have    anything  or  could 
tell  me  from  whence  I  could  obtain  it. 

Anything  you  could  tell  me  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 


Sincere ly, 


IF  THIS  LETTER  CALLS  FOR  A  REPLY.  USE  THE  BOTTOM  OR  REVERSE  SIDE  OF  THE  DUPLICATE  COPY  ATTACHED 
IF  YOU  USE  THE  REVERSE  SIDE,  DO  NOT  WRITE  WITHIN  TWO  INCHES  OF  THE  TOP 


October  4,  1938 


Bulla  JTombeck  Anderson 
tf&l  lake  oi ty  Office 

My  dear  '<adamj 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  can  be 

of  little  assistance  to  you  «o  far  as  Identifying 
your  great  uncle  for  '.Thorn  it  is  alleged  Abraham 

Lincoln  was  naned. 

There  must  be  soue  mistake  >/lth  re- 
fa  re  nee  to  your  groat  uncle  having  raafriod  A 
sitter  of  Hanry  Hanks  as  Nancy  Hsnke  was  an  only 
child.    However,  there  is  probably  nome  relation- 
ship there  somewhere  and  we  would  be  .task  as  nuch 
Interested  In  learning  I  bout  it  as  you  would. 

Can  you  give  us  any  leads'  at  all 
which  would  allow  us  to  learn  more  about  the  family. 
9mprpo*e  you  write  to  your  aunt  and  get  all  the  iiw 
formation  she  has,  then  7?e  will  see  what  we  can  do 
to  help  yon  locate  this  "re-».t  uncle. 

Very  truly  yours. 


•  Director 


20th  Century  Nancy  Hanks 

This  Memorial  Day  Has  Special  Significance  For 
Great-Grandniece  Of  Lincoln's  Mother. 


Memorial  day  this  year  assumes 
a  special  significance  for  Nancy 
Jean  Hanks,  707  South  Second 
street,  a  junior  at  Springfield  High 
school,  with  the  world  premiere  of 
"Young  Mr.  Lincoln"  at  the  Fox- 
Lincoln  theatre  tonight. 

Miss  Hanks,  slightly  more  than  ■ 
15  years  of  age,  is  a  great-great- 
granddaughter  of  Joshua  Hanks, 
brother  of  Nancy  Hanks,  who  was 
the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
She  is  probably  the  only  girl  in 
the  United  States  who  can  lay 
claim  to  the  name  with  a  correct 
genealogical  record  aligning  her 
with  the  martyred  president. 

The  young  woman  was  born  at 
Beardstown,  July  23,  1923,  the 
daughter  of  Hardin  and  Hazel 
Hanks.  Her  grandfather  was 
James  R.  Hanks.  At  present  she 
resides  with  her  mother  in  this 
city  where  Mrs.  Hanks  is  em- 
ployed as  a  secretary  in  the  state 
department  of  agriculture.  Her 
father  is  an  attorney  maintaining 
an  office  at  Beardstown. 

Nancy  came  to  Springfield  with 
her  parents  when  she  was  less  than 
5    years    old    and    attended  pri- 


(Turn  to  Page  4,  Column  1.) 


—Photo  by  Herbert  Georg. 
NANCY  JEAN  HANKS. 


mary  and  secondary  schools  in  this 
city  with  the  exception  of  one 
period,  1937-38,  when  she  was  en- 
rolled at  Manual  Arts  High  school 
in  Los  Angeles. 

The  namesake  oi  Lincoln's  moth- 
er, with  a  genuine  fondness  for 
drama  and  natural  aptitude  for 
acting,  has  taken  part  in  many 
plays  staged  at  school  and  is  an 
accomplished  vocalist.  Within  the 
week  she  will  be  featured  in  sev- 
eral songs  at  the  recital  of  the 
A  Cappella  choir,  at  Springfield 
.  High  school.  Of  an  athletic  mind, 
she  plays  tennis  and  enjoys  riding 
horseback.  She  weighs  115  pounds 
and  is  5  feet  4  inches  in  height. 

A  blond  Miss  Hanks  has  unusual 
charm  for  a  young  woman  and  be- 
cause of  her  perfect  poise  has  fre- 
quently been  selected  as  a  fashion 
model. 

Affable  and  good  natured,  Miss 
Hanks  told  a  State  Journal  news- 
man "Ever  since  I  can  recall  I 
have  been  conscious  of  the  fact 
my  name  means  something  in  Lin- 
coln country.  Why,  sometimes  the 
students  at  school  even  call  me 
'Abe.' " 

Miss  Hanks  is  widely  read  on 
Lincoln  lore  and  enjoys  visits  to 
the  reconstructed  village  at  New 
Salem  and  similar  shrines.  Of  New 
Salem  she  said,  "I  have  often  felt 
a  peculiar  presence  when  I  visit 
the  pioneer  cabins." 

With  her  kinsman's  younger  life 
being  presented  in  the  Twentieth 
Century-Fox  production,  Miss 
Hanks  is  anxious  to  note  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  characters  and 
to  learn  from  the  film  what  life 
during  that  period  of  Lincoln's  life 
was  in  comparison  with  recanta- 
tions she  has  heard  from  close  as- 
sociates of  her  family. 


frays  <*f- 


LINCOLN  LORE  MEMORANDUM 


You  have  "been  on  the  LINCOLN  LORE  mailing  list  for  some  time, 
and  we  believe  that  you  are  interested  in  receiving  the  "bulletins 
regularly.    However,  the  last  copies  sent  to  you  were  returned,  and 
we  are  wondering  if  your  address  has  "been  changed. 

We  hesitate  to  discontinue  sending  LINCOLN  LORE;  tut,  if  we 
do  not  hear  from  you,  we  shall  assume  that  you  are  no  longer  inter- 
ested in  receiving  the  publication. 


Please  address  reply  to 


LINCOLN  LORE 


Hanks,  Hardin  E. 


FEBRUARY    18,  1940 


For  Congress 


— State  Journal  Photo. 
Attorney  Hardin  E.  Hanks, 
Beardstown,  yesterday  formally 
entered  the  Republican  congres- 
sional primary  race  in  the  Twen- 
tieth district,  when  he  filed  his 
petition  in  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  State  Edward  J.  Hughes. 
Attorney  Hanks,  can  trace  the 
residence  of  the  Hanks  family  in 
the  Twentieth  district  back  more 
than  a  century.  His  great- 
grandfather, Joshua  Hanks,  was 
a  brother  of  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
moiher  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
settled  in  Greene  county  in  1818. 


Abrhhammmii'mmtm, ;s  • 
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Oldest  Viroqua  Woman  Is  94 


Viroqua,  Wis.  —  (Special)  — 
Thursday  was  the  94th  birthday 
anniversary  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Grubb, 
Viroqua's  oldest  woman. 

Friends  held  a  party  for  her  at 
the  home  of  her  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  Olaf  Hanson.  Contemporane- 
ous with  the  settlement  and  growth 
of  Viroqua  is  the  life  of  this  re- 
markable woman  who  is  of  the 
same  family-tree  as  the  illustrous 
Nancy  Hauks,  mother  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Mrs.  Grubb  seems  .endowed  with 
the  sturdy  and  industrious  traits 
of  Nancy  Hanks.  She  is  never  idle 


and  at  the  party  Thursday  busied 
herself  with  quilt  blocks.  Through 
the  summer  she  took  care  of  a  fine 
garden,  picked  strawberries  from 
her  patch  and  canned  them  and 
dried  corn,  apples  and  pumpkin  for 
winter  use. 

She  was  especially  happy  on  her 
birthday  that  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Edna  Post  had  returned  home  from 
a  hospital  in  time  for  the  party. 
Coming  here  at  the  age  of  three 
years,  Mrs.  Grubb  has  watched 
Viroqua  grow  from  a  few  cabins 
in  the  wilderness  to  a  beautiful 
and  prosperous  city. 


Fourth  Cousin  of  Lincoln 
Dies  at  92  in  Logan,  la. 

Logan,  la.,  April  27  [Special]. — Mrs. 
i  Sarah  Adeline  Dakan,  92  years  old, 
I  fourth  cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
'  will  be  buried  here  tomorrow.  She 
,  met  Lincoln  when  her  family  visited 
relatives  in  Illinois.       \  ^H;  0 


U i  »  ;  i  — -  ;  "  i  •  _ 7  / , , .. 
A  Cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Backman  and 
two  daughters  of  Davenport,  Iowa, 
and  Mrs.  Geo.  Schutter  of  Pleasant 
Valley,  Iowa,  have  been  guests  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Folk.  The 
ladies  are  sisters  of  Mr.  Folk. 

They  brought  a  picture  and  sketch 
of  David  Warren  Hanks  of  Princeton, 
Iowa.  He  was  a  second  cousin  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  celebrated 
his  90th  birthday  last  Sunday. 

He  was  born  near  Albany,  Illinois, 
where  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education.  He  is  a 
talented  violinist  and  still  devotes 
some  time  daily  to  practice.  He 
taught  in  the  Princeton  schools  sev- 
eral years. 

Our  townsman,  John  Folk  of  the 
Folk  restaurant  on  M-40  knows  Mr. 
Hanks  well.  He  had  a  restaurant  in 
j  Princeton  before  coming  to  Decatur. 


a 


.  I N  C  O  L  N* 
.  TOMB  1 
NOTES  I 

.      Custodian  -**^Seg|Bi 

About  400  callers  registered  at 
Lincoln's  tomb  yesterday. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lamb  of 
Rockford  were  the  first  to  reg- 
ister. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Sterling 
Ward  and  daughter  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  got  much  out  of  their 
visit.  He  is  the  president  of  the 
Wilderness  society.  They  could 
not  leave  without  seeing  articles 
here  that  they  hear  about  in 
Washington. 
.  R.  C.  Keyes  aged  94,  who  knew 
Lincoln,  brought  out  some  letters 
that  especially  interested  guests 
who  had  met  Mr.  Keyes  at  the 
tomb.  These  letters  by  the  thou- 
sands generally  come  from  guests 
who  meet  some  one  who  has  had 
some  personal  touch  with  Lincoln 
■ — such  as  having  met  him,  see 
something  he  wrote,  things  he 
owned,  touched  something  that 
Lincoln  touched,  or  somebody  who 
had  shaken  Lincoln's  hand  or 
talked  with  some  Lincoln  authori- 
ty. The  guests  always  enjoy  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Keyes. 

Robert  Taylor,  of  the  state  mu- 
seum, brought  out  friends  from 
Cleveland,  O.  Mr.  Taylor  has 
taken  considerable  interest  in  the 
tomb  exhibit.  _ 

David  _W.  Hanks,  aged  92  years, 
Princeton,  la.,  registered.  After 
his  name  he  wrote  "Second  cousin 
of  Abraham_JjiicalrjLli  . — - — " 

Jessie  Milkerect  brought  a  group 
from  Peoria. 


Abraham  Lincoln 

In    that    Church    of    God  Sunday 
school  paper  we  found  this  story: 

Abraham   Lincoln    when    a  youth 
said-  "I  will  study  and  work  hard  and  J? 
get  ready,  and  maybe  my  chance  wil_ 
come."  When  he  soiled  his  hands  and 
his  clothes  to  release  a  pis  fastened 
in  a  fence,  when  he  climbed  a  tree 
to  replace  a  tiny  bird  that  had  fallen, 
from  its  nest,  he  was  developing  his 
ability  to  forget  himself  for  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  other  beings.  At 
last  his  chance    came    and    he  was 
ready.  He  poured  out  his  great  lite 
to  redeem  a  race. 

Lincoln's  mother  was  Nancy  Hanks 
and  Rosa  Osborn  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship is  a  Hanks.  Her  mother's  grand- 
mother was  Nancy's  sister.  That  is 
the  way  we  remember  it.  Mrs.  Osborn 
once  had  the  family  Bible  which  con- 
tains the  record  and  we  have  been  re- 
minding her  quite  often  that  she 
should  bring  it  in,  but  at  the  last  re- 
minder she  said  she  could  not  find  it. 

She  was  born  in  New  York  and  her 
family  name  was  Lawton.  The  Law- 
tons  located  in  Lawrence  when  she 
was  a  little  girl— fifty,  sixty,  maybe 
seventy  years  ago. 

Away  back  in  the  years  of  the  cen- 
tury that  is  past,  when  Lincoln  s 
birthday  was  celebrated  in  Lawrence 
or  when  the  village  staged  a  Fourth  of 
July  celebration,  the  Lawton  family 
were  accorded  places  of  honor  and  the 
home  town  paper  announced  them  as 
the  only  living  relatives  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state  of  the  rail  splitter 
who  became  the  great  emancipator 
and  martyred  president. 

If  Rosa  can  find  that  family  Bible 
she  promises  to  bring  it  straight  to 
the  Republican  and  a  full  account  ot 
it  will  appear  in  the  following  issue 
of  this  paper. 

Marvin  McWilliams  offers  an  inter- 
esting contribution  to  this  column 
that  was  sent  him  by  the  Hartford 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  which  he 
is  a  s  ent.  It  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  pol- 
icy issued  to  Abraham  Lincoln  insur- 
ing his  house  in  Springfield,  Illinois. 

The  policy  is  dated  February  8, 
1861,  three  days  before  he  left  with 
his  family  to  take  up  his  duties  as 
President  of  the  United  States.  He 


DECATUR,  MICHIGAN.  TI 


never  saw  the  home  he  had  insured 
after  that.  j 
The  insurance  was  against  loss  01  , 
damage  by  fire  to  the  amount  of 
20U-   $3,000  on  his  frame  two  stoi  v 
dwelling      house,   $75   on   his  frame 
carriage   house.    $125  on  his    frame  j 
wood  house  and  privy.  ! 

The  premium  paid  was  $24  and  the 
time  covered  was  one  year. 


LINCOLN  CHRONOLOGY 

1806— Marriage  of  Thomas  Lincoln 
and  Nancy  Hanks,  June  12th,  Wash- 
ington county,  Kentucky. 

18U9— Born   February    12th,  Hauim 
(now  LaRue)  county,  Kentucky. 

1816— Family  removed  to  Perry  eo., 
Indiana.  ,  ,. 

1818—  Death  of  Abrahams  mothei, 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

1819—  Second  marriage;  rnomas 
Lincoln  married  Sally  Bush  Johnston, 
December  2nd,  at  Elizahethtown  Ky. 

1830—  Lincoln  family  removed  to  Il- 
linois, locating  in  Macon  county. 

1831—  Abraham  located  at  New  &a- 

l6™83  2— Abraham    a    captain    in  the 
Black  Hawk  war.  | 

1833—  Appointed  postmaster  at  New  j 

1834—  Elected  to  state  legislature. 

1835—  Love    rqmance     with  Anne 
Rutledge.  .  . 

1836—  Second  election  to  the  legis- 
lature. , .  ,„,„ 

1837—  Licensed  to  practice  law. 

1838—  Third   election  to   the  legis- 

ai84(j_Presidential   elector   on  Har- 
rison.    Fourth  election  to  the  legis- 
lature. ,  lUorv 
1842— Married    Nov.    4th    to  Mary 

l01843— Birth  of  Robert  Todd  Lin- 
coln, August  1st. 

1846— Elected  to  congress.  Bi  h  ot 
Edward  Baker  Lincoln.  March  10th. 

1848-Delegate  to  Philadelphia  Na- 
tional Convention. 

1850-Birth  of  William  Wallace  Lin- 
coln, December  2.  . 

1853-Birth    of    Thomas  Lincoln 

^S-Joint  debate  with  Stephen  A 
Douglas.     Defeated    for    the  United 

States  Senate.  ,nrio,  t~ 

I860— Nominated    and    elected  to 

the  presidency.  , 
1861  -  Inaugurated     as  president, 

March  4th.  .  T>,.rt«m 

1S63— Issued  Emancipation  Piocla- 

"'isS-Re-elected  to  the  P/esidenc^ 
1866— Assassinated    by    J.  Wilkes 

Booth,  April  14th.  D^A\uV'n 
Remains  interred  at  Springfield,  111., 

May  4th.  , 
—Furnished  by  Ollie  Deuel,  Glenwood. 


It  A  Dl  SON 
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Lincoln  Kin  Believed 
Oldest  Vernon  Resident 


W'ESTBY,  Wis. — Vernon  county's  | 
oldest  resident  and  a  second  cous-  , 
in  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  Mrs.  I 
Lucy  Grubb.  Westby.  who  cele- 
brated her  97th  birthday  anniver-  j 
sary  Feb.  15.  \ 

Her  lather,  a  pioneer  blaeksmim 
at  Liberty  Pole,  was  a  first  cousin 
of  Nancy  Hanks,  mother  of  the 
Great  Emancipator. 

Arrives  In  Vernon 
Mrs     Grubb    came    to  Vernon 
icounlv  as  a  child  of  3  when  wild 
[animals  still  roamed  the  country- 

'  side.  ,         .  i  i 

Ab  she  grew  up  she  learned  to 
spin  her  own  yarn,  knit  her  stock- 
ings   sew  her  dresses,  and  braid 
rugs  from  corn  husks.  Prairie  du  j 
Chien  at  that  lime  was  the  near- 
est trading  post,  and  with  oxen  or  ! 
horse-drawn  wagon,  it  required  a  , 
week's  journey  to  purchase  sup-  ! 
plies  there.  The  widely-scattered 
neighbors  took  turns  going  shop- | 
ping  for  almost  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  the  area,  according  to  Mrs.  i 
Grubb. 

Despite  her  advanced  age.  Mrs. 
Grubb  is  still  active  and  an  enthu- 
siastic gardener  and  canner.  She 
is  now  planning  her  victory  garden. 
Ran  Boardins  House 

Last  June  she  rode  in  a  float  in 
the   Flag   Day  parade  as  grand- 


Mrs.  Lucy  Grubb 

mother  of  a  serviceman  and  the 
county's  oldest  resident.  Two  great- 
grandsons  accompanied  her. 

For  50  years  Mrs.  Grubb  ran  a 
boarding  house  here.  Among  one 
of  her  memories  is  being  in  Chi- 
cago at  the  time  of  the  great  fire 
in  1873. 


J.  B.  LIND9AT,  1H2G-1U1S 
J.  Bi  PHELPS,  1NIO-1000 
FRED  WUHAN,  1HOT1030 

GEORGE  F.  LIND8AT 
O.  M.  COCHRANE 
EDWIN  IS.  LINDSAY 
X>ON  J.  IIOL.ZINGER 
RERNICE  LANPHERE 
ARLENE BASHAW 


OFFICE  OF 

LINDSAY  &  PHELPS  COMPANY 

501  lane  building 

Davenport,  Iowa 


June  2S,  1943 


Dear  Dr  Warren: 


Attached  clipping  is  from  local  Davenport 
Times.       I  will  try  to  run  out  and  call  on  this 
old  gent  some  time  this  afternoon.  I  visited  him 
some  years  ago  at  his  home  in  Princeton,  up  the 
river  about  20  miles.  He  was  born,  just  across  the 
Miss. from  there  in  the  town  of  Albany  (111).  He 
repeated  the  old  family  claim  (and  local  legend)  to 
the  effect  that  Lincoln  had  surveyed  that  Albany. 
I  knew  at  the  time  that  it  has  been  proven  that  the 
town  of  that  name  which  Abe  did  survey  and  lay  out 
was  a  town  near  Lincoln, 111.  and  not  this  one  at  all. 
But  I  held  my  tongue  and  let  the  old  fellow  tell 
his  story  with  local  pride J 


Last  night  I  looked  over  a  few  copies  of^your 
'Kinsman'  series  to  see  if  this  man's  KKRia^Samuel, 
were  listed  among  the  millions  of  Hahkses.     But  could 
not  locate  him. 


Maybe  Judge  Bollinger  can  be  dragged  away 
from,  his  office  long  enough  to  go  with  me  today  to 
see  this  man,  whom  he  has  never  yet  seen. 

And  by  the  way,  have  YOU  ever  yet  seen  that 
new  Tabernacle  presided  over  by  T.K.Smith  dm 
Columbus?  I  was  there  a  few  times  last  summer  following 
its  opening  and  dedication.  A  remarkable  piece  of  work, 
even  though  an  ODD  one.  I  finally  manged  to  get  Will 
Irwin  into  the  Springfield  association,  through  a 
long-time  personal  acquaintance  with  him  andhis 
family. 

Best  regards:  4^^S^2^gL___^ 
(And  continued  thanks  for  the  LORE).  ~~~  — 


v. 


David  W.  Hanks 
Will  Be  Honored 
On  93  rd  Birthday 

Wednesday,  June  23,  will  mark 
the  93rd  birthday  of  David  Hanks 
of  Princeton,  la.  A  family  dinner 
will  be  served  at|||: 
the   home  of  aS: 
son  -  in  -  law  ands|i 
daughter,  Mr  andff 
Mrs  A.  M.  Die- II 
mer  of  2510  Far- pi 
nam  street,  Dav-g 
enport.     In  the! 
group  will  bel 
another  daughter! 
of  Mr  Hanks, 
Mrs  George  Pin- 
neo,     and     her  I 
husband  of' 
Prince  t  o  n,    la.,    David  Hanks 
with  whom  he  resides. 

Mr  Hanks,  whose  father,  Samuel 
Hanks,  was  a  cousin  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  was  born  in  Albany,  111., 
and  came  to  Iowa  when  16  years 
of  age.  Mr  Hanks,  who  was  for- 
merly a  teacher  in  Buffalo  and 
Pleasant  Valley,  is  an  accom- 
plished violinist  and  one  of  his 
hobbies  has  been  collecting  and 
repairing  violins.  He  organized 
the  first  orchestra  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  community  in  1896. 

Mr  Hanks  has  two  granddaugh- 
ters, Mrs  C.  C.  Harris  of  Indian- 
polis,  Ind.,  the  former  Miss  Ju- 
liette Diemer,  and  Miss  Betty 
Hanks,  who  resides  in  Florida. 


June  25,  19^3 


Mr.  C.  M.  Coohrane 
Lindsay  &  Phelps  Co. 
501  Lane  Bldg. 
Davenport,  I ova 

tty  dearMr,  Coohrane: 

It  vaa  goad  to  hoar  from  you  and  ve 
especially  pleased  to  have  the  newspaper  clipping 
with  the  picture  of  David  BU&s. 

I  have  not  as  yet  had  an  opportunity 
to  visit  the  new  Tabernacle  at  Columbus  but  hope  to  do 
•o  one  of  thsse  days.   Glad  you  were  able  to  get  Will 
Irwin  Into  the  Springfield  association. 

Vary  truly  yous, 


LWsvff 
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Cousin  of  Abraham 

Lincoln  Dead  at  74 

OMRO,  Wis.-^-Mrs.  Laura 
Larson,  74,  a  distant  cousin  of  Ab- 
raham'Lincoln,  died  Tuesday  at 
the  home  of  a  daughter.  Mm 
Larson's  grandfather,  Absolom 
Hanks,  was  a  first  cousin  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  Lincoln's  mother.  Mrs. 
Larson  was  born  at  Chenoa  I  1., 
and  came  to  Wisconsin  in  191b, 
settling  near  New  London.  Funeral 
services  will  be  held  Saturday. 


Lincoln  Insurance  Co. 
Fort  Wayne, Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

When  my  sister,  of45<9  Weisser  Park  Avenue,  Fort  Wayne 
Indiana  was  married  several  years  ago,  a  piece  appeared    in  the 
Journal-Gazette  of  that  city  announcing  the  fact  and  also 
that  she  was  the  direct  relative  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  that  her 
flather(and  mine)  Silas  Franklin,  of  Hodginsv^lle,  Ky.„was  the 
son  of  Sarah  Hanks,  sister  of  Lincoln Ts  mother, Nancy  Hanks.  I 
would  be  more  than  happy  to  find  that  I  was  the  direct  relative 
of  that  great  man.  My  father,  if  I  remember  correctly  was  a  member 
of  the  54th  Vol.Ky.  Infantry. He  often  spoke  about  Abe  Lincoln  so 
personally  but  I  being  a  kidlgave  it  not  a  second  thought  at  that 
time . 

I  am  sure  you  must  have  all  the  lore  on  Abe  Lincoln  and 
would  appreciate  it  greatly  if  you  could  throw  some  light  on  the 
matter.  I  feel  sure  you  would  be  officialy  correct  sqok  in  your 
findings . 

My  sister's  name  is  Mrs.  Bessie  Franklin  Balsiger,  of 
&£&x  45c9  Weisser  Park  Avenue,  Fort  Wayne, Ind.. 


Thank  you  kindly, 

f ydohn  H.  Franklin 
^-^lO  Parry  Avenue 

Highland  Falls, N.)L„ 


March  2,  19kh 


Mr.  John  H.  Franklin 
10  Barry  Avenue 
Highland  Jal  1b,  11.  Y. 

My  dear  Mr.  Franklin: 

X  regret  exceedingly  that  t  do not  find  any 
Franklin  name  associated  very  closely  with  the  Linoolns 
and  especially  through  the  Banks'  marriages.  You 
will  please  find  attached  a  copy  of  a  bulletin  vhloh 
gives  practically  all  of  the  Hanks*  relatives.    I  do  not 
find  the  name  of  Sarah  who  married  Franklin.    I  vill  be 
pleased  to  advise  you  if  we  do  run  across  the  name. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAWiyff 


Director 


The  Indiana  Lincoln  Union 


INDIANAPOLIS 


OFFICERS  Ty.  ,  .  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

governor  henry  f.  schricker,  Honorary  President  ^^^K   '  ^        ^  ^  ^  Richard  lieber,  Chairman 
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will  h.  hayes,  Vice-President  hilton  u.  brown     mrs.  frank  j.  sheehan 

thomas  taggart,  Treasurer  wm.  lowe  bryan      virgil  m.  simmons 

Stanley  coulter,  Secretary  wm.  b.  carleton     mrs.  sanford  trippet 


^^^^ 


March  1?,  19*0 


Mr.  Bichard  Lleber 

The  Indiana  Lincoln  Union 

Indiana polls ,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Lleberi 

I  feel  I  am  not  going  to  be  able  to  help  you  very 
much  vlth  the  Banks  ancestry  of  Myra  Hanks  Linkin. 

Here  Is  one  clue,  however,  In  the  attached  bulletin 
which  may  be  of  assistance.    There*  ia  a  Mre.  Myra  Hank  Budolph 
vho  lives  in  Harren,  Ohio,  a  wife  of  Dr.  Budolph   who  has  done 
considerable  work  on  one  branch  of  the  Hanka  family.    The  common 
name  Myra  might  have  had  e  similar  origin.    You  might  write  to 
Mrs.  Budolph    if  you  care  to,  although  the  name  Linkin  does  not 
appear  in  the  little  genealogies!  t»ble  of  the  family  which  la 
included  in  the  bulletin. 

I  regret;  exceedingly  I  was  not  able  to  be  present  at 
the  annual  program  on  Lincoln's  Birthday  held  at  Lincoln  City 
but  wee  out  of  the  State  for  the  entire  month  of  February. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAV:EB  Director 
Enc. 


\ 


r. 


April  5,  19^ 


Mrs.  JJ>*  Cherblanc 
18  East  Independence 
Tulsa,  OKLafacsm 

Bear-  M&daa: 

We  have  made  rather  a  thorough  march  here  for  the  name 
of  Sophia  Jane  Mote  among  our  records ,  "but  find  no  relative  of 
Hancy  Haslas  Mncsln  by  that  name,  although  there  Is  a  possibility 
of  course  that  m  may  have  escaped  It. 

Yo»  nill  please  find  attached  a  list  of  the  closer 
relatives  of  Ahraham  Lincoln's  mother* 

Very  truly  yours. 


Eftc. 


Director 


Cj 

I 


1 715  North  Ross  St, 
Santa  Ana,  California., 

May  21st,  1948. 

Dr.  Lauis  A.  Warren: 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  ef  yo ur  letter 
received  seas  t  iae  ag®,  and  also  the  booklet  on  the  "Hanks 
family"    '/hich  I  was  very  glad  t®  get.  I  hava  read  saae  ®ver 
very  carefully,  and  I  find  a  great  deal  of  interesting  infor- 
mation is  contained  therein  relative  to  my  ancestors. 

It  saeas  as  th©  times  havent  changed  very  much, 
as  far  as  palitics  is  concerned.  It  is  amusing  to  read  the  well 
phrased  letters  alleged  tp  "be  written  by  "back-woods  boys  who  were 
supposed  to  have  only  a  very  United  education.  It  would  be 
interesting  t»  know  just  who  "ere  the  actual  authors  of  those 
letters. 

It  is  a  well  know  fact  in  our  family  that  ray 
jreat-.5rand1.30t her  "Nancy  Hanks  Miller"  was  a  staunch  democrat, 
and  regained  so  up  to  t  he  time  of  her  cloath,  altho,  she  did 
think  Host  highly  of  her  cousin  "Abe",  and  befriended  him  in 
aany  ways  during  her  life  time.  She  told  ay  father  personally 
more  than  75  years  ago,  that  cousin  "ABe"  was  a  fine  man,  and 
the  only  thing  wrong  with  him,  v/as  that  he  was  a  RSPUBLIG&N. 

I  aa  enclosing  " Great- grandmothers  picture"  , 
and  after  it  has  served  its  purpose,  I  "/ill  be  glad  t©  have  you 
return  same  to  m ,  as  this  is  the  only  picture  we  have  of  her. 

When  I  v/as  talking  to  you  here  in  Santa  Ana,  I 
recall  you  mentianed  about  soras  letters  that  load  been  written  by 
Great -gr  and  mot  her  Miller.  I  would  like  very  much  to  see  thea  or 
at  least  copy's  of  them,  if  this  could  be  arranged. 

I  am  alsT  very  much  interested  in  the  Hanks  family 
tree,  and  the  unknown  Hanks  ancestry.  If  you  have  any  further 
paaplets  on  the  Hanks  family,  I  would  bo  acre  than  pleased  to 
receive  same. 

Entertaining  the  hope  that  I  will  hear  from  you 
a^ain  at  your  convenience,  I  reiaain 

Very  truly  yours, 
Sirs,  c 

171 5  North  Ross  St , 
Santa  Ana,  California. , 


June  9, 


Mrs.  Charles  Hin&ley 
1715  North  Boss  Street 
Santa  Ana,  California 

My  dear  Hre.  Hindley: 

We  nere  very  happy  indeed  to  have  the  picture  of 
Mrs .  Miller  and  it  is  a  very  fine  one  indeed.    I  am  wondering 
if  yon  vould  have  any  objection  to  our  having  it  copied. 
I  am  sure  that  the  photographer  vould  be  very  careful   of  it 
and  I  think  it  is  a  picture  which  should  be  preserver  by  mere 
than  one  copy. 

If  you  have  no  objection  I  wish  yon  vould  give  as 
permission  to  have  a  copy  made  of  it. 

I  think  I  am  going  to  be  able  to  find  some  letters 
in  vhich  you  vlll  be  interested  and  will  be  pleased  to  have 
them  photostated;  however,  I  am  Just  now  getting  ready  to 
make  a  short  teip  to  Coronado  so  it  will  be  about  ten  days 
before  I  can  have  the  photography  work  done,  if  you  are  willing 
to  have  a  copy  made. 

It  was  a  pleasure  indeed  to  meet  you  at  Santa  Ana  and 
T  hope  in  working  together  we  may  be  able  to  get  a  better  {  ctu_e 
if  the  Hanks  genealogy  as  it  relates  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWrEB 


Director 


June  6,  19^9 


Mrs .  Charles  Hin&ley 
1715  North  Boss  Street 
Santa  Ana,  California 

Deal-  Mr*.  Eindley-" 

t  hope  you  will  not  feel  that  we  have  been  negligent 
in  writing  you  with  respect  to  the  picture  of  Mrs.  Miller , 
which  you  kindly  forwarded  almost  a  year  ago. 

I  did  want  to  have  a  copy  made  of  it  if  you  had  no 
©ejection,  and  so  wrote  you  on  June  9,  19^8,  hut  I  have 
not  received  your  rs&ssion. 

If  you  prefer  not  to  have  me  make  a  copy  of  it, 
would  you  kindly  advise  me  and  I  will  return  the  picture  at 
once,  hut,  if  you  have  no  objection,  if  you  will  let  me  know, 
I  will  have  a  copy  made  and  then  return  the  picture. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Director 


1715  North  Ross  St, 
Santa  Ana,  Calif., 


June  8th,  1949. 


Dr. Louis  A*  Warren, 
Director , 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  ?/ayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr  .  Warren:  - 

I  have  your  letter  "of  June  6th,  1949, 
relative  to  the  picture  of  ray  are  at -Grandmother  "Nancy 
Hanks  Miller",  which  I  sent  you  over  a  year  ago. 

I  do  not  recall  receiving  a  letter  from 
you  under  date  of  June  9,  1948,  in  regards  to  this  matter, 
however,  when  I  sent  you  the  photo,  I  took  it  for  granted" 
you  were  to  make  a  copy  of  same,  and  raost  assuredly  you 
have  my  permission  to  do  so  now. 

When  I  talked  with  you  here  in  Santa  Ana, 
you  made  mention  of  the  fact  that  you  had  some  letters 
written  by  my  Great-Gr  andmot  her ,  and  I  was  wondering  if 
you  could  give  me  some  copies  of  these  letters.  I  hav'nt 
had  the  time  to  do  much  re-searfah  in  late  years, "but  I  am 
still  very  much  interested  in  finding  out  anything  new  about 
the  "Hanks"  strain.  I  would  like  to  know  for  sure,  if  "Nancy 
Hanks  Miller"  was  the  daughter  of  "William  Hanks"  and  "Elizabeth 
Hall  Hanks".  I  do^that  my  Great  -Grandmother  was  a  sister  of 
11  John  Hanks"  who  campaigned  for  his  cousin  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
it  was  he  who  gave  Lincoln  the  name  of  the  "Rail-split  ter " . 

Do  you  have  the  addresses  of  the  "Hanks"  in 
San  Diego,  Calif.,  and  if  so,  I  would  like  very  much  to  have 
same  • 

Thanking  you  for  your  recent  letter,  I  remain 

j.flr s •  Charles  Hindley; 
1715  North  Ross  St , 

Santa  Ana,  ^alif.t 


I 

June  13,  1949 


Mrs*  charles  Hin&ley 
1715  North  Hoss  Street 
Santa  Ann,  California 

Dear  Mrs.  Hindi  ey: 

Shis  is  to  advise  you  that 
Dr.  Warren  is  out  of  the  office  at  present  and 
is  expected  back  in  about  a  montiu 

Upon  his  return  I  will  bring 
your  let  ar  to  his  attention. 

Very  trrJLy  yours, 


Secretary  to  Dr.  farren 


October  27,  1950 


Mrs.  Char Ids  Hindley 
1715  Uorth  Roes  Street 
Santa  Ana,  California 

Ify  dear  lies*  Hindley j 

I  have  Just  discovered  in  our  collection  of  pictures  a 
print,  a  photograph  rather,  of  Nancy  Hanks  Miller  which  apparently 
belongs  to  you.    X  feel  very  much  humiliated  "about  this  and  I  am 
writing  first   of  all  to  find  out  if  you  are  still  residing  at 
1715  North  Ross  Street,  Santa  Ana,  California*   If  so  I  will  Immedi- 
ately send  the  photograph  insured,  Apparently  you  loaned  this  to 
me  several  years  ago  and  it  should  have  been  returned  long  before 
this* 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWsJK 


Dirt  W 


November  lh,  1950 


Mrs.  Charles  Hindley 
1715  North  Roes  Street 
Santa  Ana,  California 

%  deer  Mrs.  Bindley: 

Xou  will  please  find  attached  to  this  letter  the 
picture  which  you  so  kindly  loaned      many  months  ago  and  I 
am  having  this  letter  registered  so  to  he  sore  that  it  reaches 
you  safely.   Thank  you  very  much  for  the  loan  of  it* 

Very  truly  yours, 


Sue. 


Director 


Abe's  In-Law  Woulda'  Liked 
Him  Better  as  a  Democrat 


"Abe  Lincoln  was  a  nice  man,*, 
if  a   mite  headstrong— but  I'd  a 
liked   him   more   if   he'd   been   a  | 
Democrat   like   all   the  Kentucky 
Hankses  always  was." 

So  said  Nancy  Hanks  Miller,  first 
cousin  of  Nancy  Hanks,  Lincoln's 
mother,  whose  lore  is  carefully 
treasured  by  Mrs.  Charles  Hindley, 
1715  North  Ross,  who  is  toe  great 
granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Miller. 

Lincoln's  birthday  Thursday,  as 
always  an  occasion  in  the  Hindley's 
Santa  Ana  home,  is  marked  with 
especial  interest  because  of  their 
kinship  with  the  Lincoln  family. 

"It  was  from  my  great  grand- 
mother, Nancy  Hanks  Miller  that 
I  heard  many  of  the  intimate, 
personal  stories  of  Lincoln,  some 
of  which  have  never  been  printed 
by  biographers,"  said  Mrs.  Hindley. 
Related  to  Lee 

Mrs.  Miller  told  Mrs.  Hindley 
that  Lincoln  and  Robert  E.  Lee 
were  related.  She  traced  their  kin- 
ship to  the  Lees  of  Virginia  of 
which  Ann  Lee  Hanks,  wife  of 
Joseph,  was  a  member.  Ann  Lee 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


More  on 
Abe's  In-Law 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
and  Joseph  were  Lincoln's  mater- 
nal grandparents. 

When  "prairie  fever",  which  was 
probably  typhoid,  struck  Lincoln, 
Mrs.  Miller  nursed  him  thru  the 
long  seige. 

"She  used  to  tell  of  that  time, 
that  she  stood  by  his  bed  and 
brushed  the  flies  away  with  a  tree 
switch  when  she  couldn't  do  any- 
thing else  to  help  him,"  recalls 
Mrs.  Hindley. 

A  homespun  suit,  dyed  with  wal- 
nut stain,  was  made  for  Abe  by 
Mrs.  Miller  while  he  split  rails 
to  fence  her  cabin. 

John  Hanks,  another  relative,  who 
dubbed  Lincoln  the  "rail-splitter," 
aided  him  in  one  of  his  campaigns, 
and  was  offered  a  White  House 
post  after  Abe's  election. 

Always  Democrats 

"The  Hankses  have  always  been 
staunch  I-Democrats",  was  John's 
explanation  of  his  polite  refusal 
of  the  Republican  patronage. 

Mrs.  Hindley  particularly  remem- 
bers a  story  told  by  her  great  grand- 
mother which  did  not  reach  the 
history  books. 

Lincoln  tried  his  hand  at  teach- 
ing school.  Because  of  his  youth 
and  apparent  inexperience,  his  stu- 
dents abandoned  books  for  pranks. 

They  locked  Lincoln  out  of  the 
schoolhouse  so  he  came  down  thru 
the  chimney,  whereupon  he  was 
seized  and  ducked  in  the  creek. 

Discipline  and  order  were  re- 
stored only  thru  efforts  of  an  inter- 
mediary, who  was  Charles  Hanks. 
The  students  had  appealed  to 
Charles,  reasoning  that  a  kins- 
man's words  would  carry  more  ef- 
fect with  the  teacher. 

Burned  All  Effects 

Within  her  own  experience,  Mrs. 
Hindley  remembers  when  effects 
of  her  great-grandmother  were 
burned  after  her  death  in  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa.  • 

"Some  old  things  had  been  found 


Fir  »  ,  0*11  f, 

2-~  I  z-  5T>> 

in  a  trunk  and  were  being  de- 
stroyed as  valueless,"  she  recalls. 
"Someone  happened  to  notice  an 
old  odd-looking  book  and  pulled  it 
out  of  the  fire  after  its  edges  had 
been  singed.  It  was  Abraham 
Lincoln's  history  book  with  his 
name  signature  on  the  flyleaf.  The 
book  is  now  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
library." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hindley  have  re- 
sided in  Santa  Ana  12  years.  Of 
their  sons  and  daughter,  Charles 
Junior  is  a  navy  lieutenant  in 
Japan;  Wendell  is  serving  with  the 
Army  in  England;  Janet  Sue  is  in 
U.  S.  Government  service  in  Japan; 
and  John  P.  resides  in  Long  Beach. 


The  Merino  sheep,  a  fine-wool 
breed,  originated  in  Spain  in  an- 
cient times,  and  was  first  imported 
to  the  United  States  in  1793. 


LINCOLN  KIN* 


Mrs.  Charles  Worst,  1325  15th 
street,  feels  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's birthday  Friday  is  a  rather 
special  day,  since  she  is  a  distant 
relative  of  the  famous  man's 
wife,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 
Mrs.  Worst's  grandfather,  Joseph 
Hanks,  who  lived  in  Enid,  Ok., 
was  Nancy'  second  cousin. 

2.-/  2 


FROM  HANKS  TO  HUFSTADER 


A  Story  of  Kinship 
in  a  Lincoln  Pattern 


By  GEORGE  W.  STAEK 
The  same  qualities  that  impelled  all  who  knew  him  to 
call  Abraham  Lincoln  by  the  short,  familiar  Abe,  also  impel 
all  who  know  William  F.  Hufstader  to  hail  him  by  the 
short,  familiar  Bill.  Right  there',  let  it  be  quickly  stated  that 

all  resemblance  between  Abe  Lincoln  and  Bill  Hufstader 

ceases. 

Bill  would  be  the  last  in  the 
world  to  claim  the  faintest 
similarity  to  the  great  Ameri- 
can whose  birthday  we  cele- 
brate today.  But,  by  golly,  he 
can't  deny  his  kinship,  for  that 
is  part  of  the  record,  which 
makes  him  some  sort  of  a 
remote  cousin  to  the  Lincolns 
of  Indiana,  Kentucky  and  Illi- 
nois. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this 
essay  to  lead  you  through  the 
geneological  mazes  from  that 
remote  day  (1699)  when  Uriah 
Hanks  and  his  wife,  Surancy, 
embarked  from  Birmingham, 
Eng.,  to  join  the  Plymouth 
colony  in  America. 

RELATED  TO  HUFSTADER 

They  were  the  ancestors  of 
Nancy  Hanks,  the  revered 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Along  the  way,  you  find  that 
John  Hanks,  a  grandson  of 
Uriah,  was  the  great-great- 
great-grandfather  of  William 
F.  Hufstader  and  John  was  the 
great-  great  -  grandfather  of 
Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Meditating  on  these  acci- 
dents of  birth,  Bill  Hufstader 
is  likely  to  shrug  off  the  im- 
plications of  such  kinship. 

But  don't  believe  he  isn't  im- 
pressed and  grateful,  and,  yes, 
humble,  too,  as  is  his  wife, 
Mildred.  And  Bill  thinks  deeply 
on  the  strange  patterns  that 
fate  sometimes  weaves  in  the 
destinies  of  men. 

CALL  DAUGHTER  NANCY 

These  Hufstaders  think 
deeply,  too,  of  the  humility  of 
Lincoln  and  of  his  mother, 
Nancy  Hanks.  Well,  deeply 
enough  so  that  they  gave  her 
name  to  their  youngest  child 
and  only  daughter,  whom  they 
christened  Nancy  Hanks  Huf- 
stader. She  is  now  Mrs.  James 
C.  Hinkle,  wife  of  a  professor^ 


MODERN  NANCY  HANKS 

Bill's  Only  Daughter 

of  English  at  Dickinson  Col- 
lege in  Pennsylvania.  They 
were  married  in  1948  and  have 
four  children. 

Now  let  us  speak  briefly  in 
identification  of  the  characters 
involved  in  a  pleasant  Lin- 
coln's birthday  pattern.  About 
Abe  Lincoln  you  already  know 
— since  he's  had  a  fairly  good 
press  down  through  the  years. 

Bill  Hufstader  is  pretty  well 
established,  too,  in  the'  local 
area.  He  is  a  vice  president  of 
General  Motors  Corp.  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  has  been  an  important 
port  of  cal,l  on  his  life  voyage. 
There  he  met  Mildred.  In 
church.  And  so  they  were  mar- 
ried. 

BEGAN  WITH  BUICK 

•  Along  the  way,  Flint,  Mich., 
called  him  not  once,  but  sev- 
eral times.  In  1920  he  became 
publicity  director  of  the  Flint 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


BILL  HUFSTADER 
Tale  Began  in  1699 

Now  you  couldn't  stay  in 
Flint  long  without  getting  in- 
volved in  automobiles.  Finally 
he  began  an  association  with 
Buick,  March  1,  1929,  and  he 
became  general  sales  manager 
in  1933.  There  he  stayed  until 
in  November,  1948,  he  assumed 
his  present  post  in  Detroit. 

At  Atlas,  Mich.,  near  Flint,' 
the  Hufstaders  have  a  beauti- 
ful 150-acre  farm.  And  Bill  ac- 
tually fancies  himself  a  gentle- 
man farmer.  But  Mildred  soft- 
ly accuses  him  of  putting, 
seeds  and  bulbs  in  the  ground 
and  never  taking  anything  out. 

ABE  LINCOLN'S  COUNTRY 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Huf- 
stader farm  is  home  to  Bill 
and  Mildred  and  the  house  is 
built  in  the  great  rural  tradi- 
tion of  the  back  country  of 
America  .  .  .  Abe  Lincoln's 
country. 

There  the  Hufstader  hos- 
pitality has  room  for  its  gentle 
sweep. 

Mildred,  if  properly  urged, 
will  play  the  organ.  And  Bill, 
with  the  American  pride  in 
ownership  and  free  enterprise, 
will  take  you  on  a  tour  of  the 
farm,  show  you  all  the  things 
he's  planted  but  never  picked. 


Louisville,  Kentucky 
February,  1964 


FEB  1  196/ 


Kentuckian  Is  Splittiri  Image 
Of  His  4th  Cousin,  Abe  Lincoln 


By  HAROLD  BROWNING 

Rail-splitting  must  have  run  in 
Abe  Lincoln's  family  because  a  78- 
year-old  fourth  cousin  in  Hardin 
County  is  still  at  it. 

His  name  is  Dwight  Eldon  Large, 
and  he  lives  in  the  Star  Mills  com- 
munity southwest  of  Elizabethtown. 

He  is  still  an  active  rail-splitter 
despite  his  age,  and  he  does  it 
the  way  Abe  used  to,  with  wedges 
and  a  double-biaded  ax. 

Dwight  Large  lives  on  his  150- 
acre  farm,  only  a  few  miles  from 
Lincoln's  birthplace  at  Hodgenville. 
His  grandmother  was  a  Hanks,  the 
same  as  Abe's  mother  was. 

Some  people  say  Large  looks  like 
Lincoln  and  comment  to  that  effect 
without  knowing  of  the  relationship. 
"They  say  I've  got  his  cars,"  Large 
said. 

Their  Paths  Are  Similar 

There  are  other  similarities  in 
the  Jives  of  the  two  cousins: 

They  both  lived  in  Kentucky, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois  at  one  time 
or  another. 

c  They  both  knew  the  rigors  of 
living  in  log  cabins. 

Larse  didn't  do  his  log-cabin  liv- 
ing in  Kentucky  the  way  Abe  did. 
That  came  in  Montana,  where  he 
worked  on  a  ranch  for  seven  years 
when  he  was  a  young  man. 

lie  was  born  in  Livingston  Coun- 
ty, Illinois,  and  lived  there  until 
he  was  21  and  moved  to  Montana. 
Then  he  came  back  to  White  Coun- 
ty. Indiana,  where  he  lived  until 
he  moved  lo  his  present  home  in 
J951. 

His  wife,  the  former  Cora  Martin, 


is  a  Hardin  County  native.  She's  73. 

Large,  at  an  even  6  feet,  is  3 
inches  shorter  than  Lincoln  was  and 
is  a  few  pounds  lighter  at  150. 
But  his  facial  features  are  strikingly 
similar  to  Abe's. 

Wife  Makes  Comparison 

Large  says  he  doesn't  give  much 
thought  to  the  fact  that  his  cousin 
was  the  16th  President.  "I  really 
don't  know  much  about  him,"  he 
said  of  Abe. 

Cora  says  her  husband  is  as  hon- 
est as  Abe  ever  was  and  is  just 
as  quiet.  "He  really  doesn't  talk 
enough,"  she  said. 

Abe's  birthday  is  February  12. 
Dwight's  is  January  2. 

With  their  daughter  and  five  sons 


living  elsewhere  now,  Dwight  and 
Cora  Large  stay  alone  in  their 
seven-room  house.  They  grow  to- 
bacco, raise  cattle,  and  put  out  a 
good  garden  every  spring. 

As  part  of  their  entertainment 
now,  they  watch  traffic  speeding 
along  the  West  Kentucky  Turnpike, 
which  runs  a  short  distance  down 
the  hill  from  their  house  and  which 
lopped  off  13  acres  of  their  land. 

And  Dwight  does  his  rail-splitting 
on  the  side.  Since  wire  fencing  is 
used  everywhere  now,  most  of  the 
rails  he  cuts  end  up  sticking  in 
the  ground  as  posts.  But  the  method 
of  splitting  them  is  still  the  same. 

Dwight  proves  with  his  politics 
that  he  isn't  too  much  influenced 
by  his  famous  relative.  "I'm  a  reg- 
istered Democrat,"  he  said,  "but 
I  vote  both  ways." 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


DWIGHT  LARGE 


Staff  Photo 


Dwight  Eldon  Large,  78,  splits  rails  on  his  farm 
just  the  way  Lincoln  did  more  than  a  century  ago. 
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'Dedicated  But  Very  Human' 

Descendant  Describes  'Abe' 


Herald-Ejwiminer  P'-olo 


A  LINCOLN  PHOTOGRAPH  MADE  FROM  ORIGINAL  NEGATIVE 
Held  by  former  Illinois  Judge  Hardin  Hanks,  kin  of  Great  Emancipator 


Los  Angeles  Herald  Examiner,  Feb.  1? ,  1965 


/Abraham  Lincoln- 
Dedicated,  Humane 


By  KAY  WAYMIRE 

Herald-Examrner  Staff  Writer 

To  former  Illinois  Judge 
Hardin  Hanks  II.  much  of  to 
day's  flowery  Lincoln  Oratory 
will  be  almost  painful. 

Hardin,  63,  whose  family 
tree  includes  the  Great  Eman- 
cipator, is  no  iconoclast; 
he  just  wishes  that  others,  as 
he  does,  could  admire  Lin- 
coln for  what  he  really  was. 

"He  was  a  dedicated  man 
of  very  high  principles  —  but 
he  was,  nevertheless,  a  hu- 
man b  e  i  n  g,"  explained 
Hanks,  who  has  made  a  life- 
long study  of  the  subject.  "I 
don't  believe  his  human  foi- 
bles lessen  his  stature." 

For  instance,  Lincoln  was 
quite  capable  of  holding  a 
grudge. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  with 
the  memory  of  frequent  beat- 
ings fresh  in  his  mind,  he 
could  (and  did)  refuse  to  at 
tend  his  own  father's  funeral. 

He  was  painfully  sensitive 
about  his  public  image  as  a 


back  woods  bumpkin  and 
worked  hard  to  dispell  it. 
Golden  phrases  that  sounded 
so  spontaneous  actually  were 
carefully  concocted  and  pa- 
tiently polished. 

He  was  a  shrewd  busi- 
nessman, who  lived  "high" 
in  a  beautiful,  almost  lav- 
ish home  in  Springfield  be- 
fore moving  into  the  White  y 
House.  He  represented  suchX 
important  clients  as  the  Il- 
linois Central  Railroad  and 
in  one  year's  time  banked 
well  over  $12,000  in  the 
Springfield  Marine  Bank. 

left  his  widow  $158,000 


He 

—  a  considerable  fortune  in 
those  days. 

He  was  a  skilled  political 
strategist  who  timed  his  offi- 
cial acts  with  masterly  preci 
sion;  he  employed  psycholo 
gy  with  an  expert  touch  and 
wasn't  above  nepotism. 

QUICK  TEMPER 

As  President,  he  named 
lHanks  cousins  <or  their  hus- 
jbanrisi  to  such  important 
I  posts  as  head  of  the  postal 
i department,  warden  of  a  Fed- 
eral prison.  Federal  judge 
and  paymaster  for  the  Union 
Army. 

He  was  a  devoted  husband 
and  head  of  the  house)  and 
an  indulgent  father. 

He  had  a  quick  temper  — 
and     suffered  frequently 
from  moods  so  black  that 
Hanks  suspects  in  today's 
psychological   jargon  they 
might  be  diagnosed  as  a 
manic-depressive  neurosis. 
Hanks,  who  moved  to  Riv- 
erside last  August  when  ill 
health  forced  his  retirement 
as  a  circuit  court  judge  in 
Beardstown,  111.,  mined  much 
of  his  Lincolnania  from  his 
grandfather  who,  as  a  first 
cousin,  spent  much  time  with 
Lincoln. 

There  were  townspeople 
in    Hanks'   younger  years 
who  also  had  known  the 
tall,  gaunt  lawyer  in  his 
prairie  years.  One  of  them 
gave  Hanks  his  most  cher- 
ished memento  —  a  Lin- 
coln    photograph  made 
from  the  original  negative. 
Another  treasure  is  a  photo 
of  Judge  Hanks  on  the  bench 
of  the  courtroom  where  Lin 
coin  pleaded  numerous  cases 
_  including  the  famous  Duff 
Armstrong  murder  trial  in 
1358. 

'WHO  CAN  SAY?' 

Lawyer  Lincoln  won  thai 
case  when  he  whipped  out  an 


almanac  to  prove  a  damaging 
witness  could  not  have  seen 
his  client  by  moonlight  since 
there  was  no  moon  that 
night. 

Hanks  is  distressed,  too,  by 
those  who  seek  to  apply  Lin- 

(CunL  on  Page  B-5,  Cols.  l-»l 


coin's  words  to  today's  situa 
tions  and  problems. 

"Who  can  say  whether  Lin 
coin  would  have  approved  of 
the  United  Nations?"  he 
asked.  "He  was  meeting  the 
situations  and  problems  of 
his  time  —  and  that  was  100 
years  ago. 

"I    believe    the  guiding 
force  of  his  life  was  to 
prove  that  our  form  of  gov- 
ernment could  succeed  and 
endure.    This    was  even 
more  basic  with  him  than 
preserving    the    union  or 
freeing  the  slaves." 
Of  Hanks'  four  children, 
two  younger  sons,  J.  Thomp- 
son (Tom)  Hanks,  20,  and  his 
brother,   Richard   Alan,  13, 
show  signs  of  following  fami- 
ly footsteps  —  the  law,  then 
politics. 

"I  tell  them  it's  a  long, 
hard  road  and,  if  they  run 


true  to  form,  there'll  be  plen 
ty  of  failure,"  said  the  former 
judge,  whose  namesake  is  a 
Riverside  deputy  sheriff  and 
whose  daughter,  Nancy,  lives 
in  Illinois. 

Hanks'  own  record  of  de- 
feats rivals  Lincoln's: 

He  was  defeated  for  state's 
attorney  in  1930,  lost  again  in 
1938  when  he  ran  for  county 
judge  and  failed  to  win 
Congressional  seat  in  1940. 

"The  only  office  I  ever 
won,  I  was  unopposed,"  he 
chuckled. 


From  The  Indianapolis , Indiana  Star 
'Monday,  January  21,1985,      Page  29 


MORGAN 

Willard  Harrington  Morgan,  89 
years,  Franklin^wgrandMiv  of 
.Elizabeth  Hanks,  sister  rtlNan- 
cy  Hanks,  mother  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  husband  of  Mary;  I. 
Sanders  Morgan,  father  of  Mrs. 
Mildred  Plcclone,  Indpl*.,  Mrs. 
Ray  N.  (Dorothy)  Cashier,  Lou- 
isville, KY,  grandfather  of  Ste- 
phen Plcclone,  Vincent  Pic- 
clone,  Mrs.  Jerry  Hall,  Mrs. 
Carol  Wright,  all  of  Indpls., 
Donald  E.  Horn,  Louisville,  KY, 
step-father  and  uncle  Of  Mrs. 
John  (Margaret)  Smith,  Phoe- 
nix, AZ,  Mrs.  Donavon  (Betty) 
Bottorff,  Quartzslte,  AZ,  Mrs. 
Ira  (Earlene)  Whlted,  Colum- 
bus, William  H.  Morgan,  Show- 
low,  AZ,  great-grandfather  of  8, 
step-grandfather  of  16,  step- 
greaf-grandfather  of  15,  passed 
away  Saturday.  Services  Tues- 
day 10:30  a.m.,  VANDIVIER-TU- 
DOR  FUNERAL  HOME,  Frank- 
"Sr. Ji  HJ?-  Rev.  Alan  ■  Trent 
officiating.  Burial  Forest  Hill 
Cemetery,  Shelbyvllle,  ■■  IN. 
Friends  may  call  after  2  p.m. 
Monday.  \  > ■:, '. 
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Willard  Harrington  Morgan,  W 
years,  Franklin,  grandson  of 
^Elizabeth  Hanks,  sister  of  Nan- 
cy Ha^ks,  mother  of  Abraham 
-tlncolnj  husband  of.  Mary  I. 
-Sanders  Morgan,  father  of  Mrs 
"Mildred  Plcclone;  Indpls.,  Mrs. 
'Ray  N.  (Dorothy)  Castner,  Lou- 
isville, KY,  grandfather  of  Ste- 
phen Plcclone,  Vincent  Pic- 
:ione,  Mrs. .  Jerry  Hall,  Mrs. 
.aroi  Wright,  all:  of  Indpls., 
Ronald  E,  Horn,  Louisville,  KY, 
step-father  and  uncle  of  Mrs, 
rJohn  (Margaret)  Smith,  Phoe- 
Mrtlx^AZ,  Mrs.  Donavon  (Betty) 
•<Botforff>  -  Quartzsite,  AZ,  I  Mrs. 
Hra  (Earlene)  Whlted,  Colum- 
bus,' William  H:  Morgan;  Show- 
'"'"  "*  great-grandfather  of  8, 
jndfather  of  ,16,  step- 
„  ...  grandfather  of  15,, passed 
away  Saturday.  Services  Tues- 
day 10:30  a.m.,  VANDIVIER-TU- 
DOR  FUNERAL  HOME;  Frank- 
jm, ,  IN..  Rev.    Alan  i  Trent 
officiating,  Burial  Forest  Hill 
Cemetery, . .  Shelbyvllle,  /  IN. 
Friends  may  call  anytime. 
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her  tamilv 
ties  to  Abraham  Lincoln 


By 

GLORIA  DIAZ 

Two  years  ago,  Doris 
Stetzel  accepted  a  chal- 
lenge to  prove  she  was 
really  related  to 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Honest. 

Stetzel,  a  Huntington 
resident,  knew  since 
childhood  of  her  kinship 
with  Lincoln. 

"I  always  knew,  grow- 
ing up,"  says  Stetzel. 

She  had  a  close  rela- 
tionship with  her  pater- 
nal grandmother,  Mary 
Ellen  Clem  Tubbs,  or 
"Grandma  Tubbs"  as 
Stetzel  refers  to  her. 

Tubbs  shared  family 
history  with  Stetzel, 
who  says  she  listened 
but  didn't  pay  close  at- 
tention. 

"You  just  don't  think 
much  about  it,"  says 
Stetzel. 

Sletzel's  children  and 
grandchildren  know 
she's  related  to  Lincoln. 
But  two  years  ago,  when 
her  grandson,  Jason 
Parrett,  told  his  class- 
mates, they  suspected  he 
wasn't  being  as  honest 
as  his  famous  relative. 

Eager  to  prove  her 
grandson  was  right, 
Stetzel  asked  herself, 
"Why  don't  I  get  busy 
and  prove  that  we  are  re- 
lated?" 

Getting  started  on  the 
research  wasn't  too  diffi- 
cult, but  Stetzel  didn't 


have  an  important  piece 
of  family  history  that 
had  belonged  to  Tubbs. 

"My  grandmother 
Tubbs  had  a  great  big 
Bible  with  the  Hanks 
(family)  tree,"  says 
Stetzel. 

She  says  the  Bible 
was  lost  when  Tubbs 
died  several  years  ago. 

She  started  her  search 
in  Kokomo,  because  she 
remembered  the  local 
paper  had  written  a  story 
on  Tubbs  in  the  1940s. 

Stetzel  didn't  have 
time  to  look  through 
microfilm  for  the  article 
but  while  asking  the  li- 
brarian for  information, 
someone  overheard  the 
conversation. 

The  woman,  remem- 
bers Stetzel,  wanted  to 
shake  her  hand  after 
finding  out  she  was  re- 
lated to  Lincoln. 

Stetzel  also  did  re- 
search in  Fort  Wayne 
and  Huntington  to  link 
her  relatives  together 
and  prove  her  kinship 
with  Lincoln. 

After  researching  for  a 
month,  she  discovered 
she  is  a  second  cousin 
fourth  removed  from 
Lincoln  on  the  Hanks 
side. 

John  Hanks,  great- 
grandfather of  Lincoln, 
was  the  great-great- 
grandmother  of  Mariah 
Hanks,  a  second  cousin 
to     Nancy  Hanks, 


Lincoln's  mother. 

John  Hanks  was  also 
the  grcat-great-great 
grandfather  of  Tubbs. 

Stetzel  says  she  will 
continue  her  geneaology 
research  as  "something 
to  keep  in  the  family." 

As  well  as  finding  out 
who's  related  to  who, 
Stetzel  is  also  learning  a 
lot. 

"I  found  out  more  stuff 
than  I  ever  thought  I 
would,"  she  says. 

Stetzel  says  her  as- 
sumption that  people  in 
the  1800's  stayed  mar- 
ried to  the  same  person 
all  their  lives  was  shot 
down  after  discovering 
one  male  relative  had 
been  married  five  times. 

"I  didn't  think  they'd 
have  more  than  one 
wife,"  says  Stetzel. 

She  plans  to  visit 
Kokomo  after  the  holi- 
days to  do  more  research 
and  also  write  to 
Kentucky  for  more  in- 
formation on  her  Hanks 
relatives. 

Stetzel  says  she's 
grateful  for  the  assis- 
tance she  received  from 
the  Huntington  City  - 
Township  Public 
Library. 

She  advises  those  in- 
terested in  genealogy  to 
start  tracing  their  family 
history. 

"I  would  encourage 

Cont.  on  Pg.  8 


of  ^i^S^rr.'0,"'  ""'"P'*  o,  some 
~"»  4  1  


StetZel  Cont.  from  Pg.  1 


people  to  do  it,"  says 
Stetzel. 

In  addition  to  being 
related  to  a  United  States 
president  that  governed 
during  a  turbulent  time 
in  the  nation's  history, 
Stetzel  also  discovered 
she  is  related  to  Edward 
I,  a  former  king  of 
England  who  died  in 
1307. 


She  also  plans  on  do- 
ing more  research  on  her 
royal  relatives. 

Before  finding  out  she 
was  related  to  British 
royalty,  she  claims  she 
never  paid  attention  to 
the  shenannigans  of 
Chuck  and  Di  and  Fergie 
and  Andy. 

"Now  I  think  I  will," 
says  Stetzel. 


J.A.  Spolar  DDS 


528  W.  Jackson  Street 
Macomb,  IL  61455 

309-837-7727 
309-836-7801  fax 
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May  11,2006 


J.A.  Spolar,  DDS 
528  W.  Jackson  Street 
Macomb  IL  61455 

Dear  Dr.  Spolar: 

Thank  you  for  sending  the  copies  of  the  Hanks  family  album  pages.  I'm  sorry  that  it  has  taken 
so  long  for  me  to  send  them  back  to  you. 

I  found  that  we  have  photographs,  or  copies  of  them,  of  John  Hanks  and  the  one  of  Joseph  Hanks 
together  with  his  wife.  I  made  photocopies  of  your  copied  photographs  that  were  identified  to 
add  to  our  research  files  on  the  Hanks  family.  I'm  afraid  I  can't  add  anything  to  the 
identification  of  the  others. 

Thanks  again  for  sending  them  copies. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy  VanHorn 

Registrar  &  Library  Assistant 

260-455-5590 

cj  vanhorn@LNC  .com 
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NOTICE  OF 
FINAL  SETTLEME 

To  the  Heirs  of  the  Estate  of 


^deceased: 
You  Will  Take  Notice,  a  hat  at 

  Term  of  the  County  .Go|  ~:; 

of  Adams  County,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  beholden t 
the  Court  House  in  the  City  ofQu  in  cy,  in  said'  County; 
on  theyi/d' ........  day'of 

A.  D.  \()ot~/}  I  will,  as  the.  £/.- 
resent  a  report  and  exhibit  in  said  Estate,  for  final 
|ement  and  discharge,  at  which  lime  and  place  you  rj, 
appear  and  show  cause,  if  any  you  have,  why  said  rej 
and  exhibit  should  not  be  approved. 

Dated  this. 
A.  ]).  j 96 
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Policy  f'A- 
Class  No.:..-.  WSk. 


THE  PAYSON 


Farmers' Mutual 

FIRE  INSURANCE  CO  ,1 

OF  ADAMS  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS.    -  3: 


Amount  Insured. 

Cask  Premium  .........  %.......] A/' 62? 

Policy  -Fee  $  *J£^V 

■Premium  Note...  :..No.3_.jll2A 

Expires  di 


f 

J>'Q)T£,W  "W1©©©?  Attorney  in  Fact  for  the  City  of  Quincy,  party  of  the  first  part,  in 
consideration  of...  f/A/t.1.  /...£&/!....  '..:./..          <-  <r  <   Dollars, 

'  J '  0   ,  7 V 

to  him  paid  by  .^.£J.£,U..&  <u..Cj&.J!.s.  CJ  

part.y.  of  the  second  part,  do  hereby  €8s>eb8.'fc,  ^gt^g^im,  IS©H  unto  the  said  part.  

/  f 

of  the  second  part,  ..../j..f.,J!.  heirs  and  assigns  HP©^©'©5©^  a  certain  Parcel  of  Land,  known 

and  described  as  Lot    Number  ~— :  Bl&ek  Number  

 :..Gz.^//_^.  

in  QOBOUSRSBSfc?,  in  the  County  of  Adams  and  State  of  Illinois,  according 

to  a  Plat  of  said  Cemetery,  as  the  same  is  recorded  in  the  Recorder 's  Office  of  said  County. 


TO  MMCl  CHUG  ilfflij  unto  the  said  parl.i,  of  the  second 

part,  heirs  and  assigns  forever.     Ws&^L^L®^  USqw©"^©^  and  this  Conveyance  is 

made  upon  the  express  conditions  following ,  to-wit :     That  the  said  grantee  heirs  and 

assigns,  shall  hold  and  use  the  premises   hereby  conveyed,  for  the  ^^^i^l  ©f  %&=©  ©©adlp 

and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose.    Second:  That  the  said  grantee  heirs  and  assigns, 

shall  at  710  time  hereafter,  cut,  girdle,  box,  bore,  or  in  any  manner  injure,  or  destroy,  or 
remove,  or  carry  away,  any  tree  or  sapling  there  standing,  growing,  or  being  on  said  premises, 
except  under  the  direction  of  the  said  ^©HH^T  ^^©©©^  Attorney  in .  Fact,  as  aforesaid,  or 


ADAMS    C^O rT3S"T"V  V  SS-  • 

Recorder's  oflicc,      )         I,  G EORGE  BROPHY,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  and  Ex-Officio  Re- 
corder of  said  County,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  instrument  of  writing  was  on  the  

day  of.  S.!L^AMm£^L/C..  A.  D.  187^,  at  LL  o'clock  J\.  M.,  duly  filed  for  Record  in  this  ^ 

Office,  and  was  on  the  same  day  duly  recorded  in  the  Records  of  this  Office,  in  Book  iJM^..(./...L  of 

XOHuZXEq.  MClfa.  at  page*  JM:^.  

^ll  $j$ifijq8S  %jj$hqrCOff,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  Cir- 
cuit Court  at  Quincy,  this  dfi.  l  day  of  J.t^^MLU^IC..  

A.  D.  187^ 


0          ,  , 

I L  .  a       j      -~  /       Clerk  and  Recorder. 

 Deputy. 


id 


^^^£^.1„1.;.^..^.^..>.  ,    (JO-SHSF  WOQB,  Attorney  in  Fact  for  the  City  of  Quincy, 

personally  known  to  the  undersigned,  a     t^^.c'3f.  Q??.± 


/■-- 


i  „n  time  hereafter,   cut,  giru,*, 
hall  at  no  time         j  r,„„j7-n<r  growing 

tree  or  sapling  there  standing,  gr 

f  the  said  JOBS  attorney  in 

nder  the  direction  of  the  said  *w 


remove,  or  carry  away,  any 
except  u 


ff^  or  being  on  su>i«  /-•  • 

Fact,  as  aforesaid, 


the  said  Grantor  has 


hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  - 


day  of.. 


A.  D.  /&<>') 


.    Fact  for  the  City  of  auincy. 
Attorney  in  *acl  loi 


JNTY  OF  ADAMS. 


ss. 

\ 


on 


this. 


/  7l 


personally 

in  and  for  said  County,  to 
t0  the  foregoing  Deed  of  Conveyancers 


Remember edt  Thai 

r        Tnrd  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundrt 
the  Year  of  our  Lord,  One 

■  j?„ft  for  the  City  0j  Q 

..,      _    ,                      <WO©&*  Attorney  «.  Fact  fo 

-'-J '    .    .      Jjsz.J^ku  ; 

known  to  the  undersigned,  a  W  whose  name  is  su 

j  j  j  fnv  the  purposes  therein  expressed. 
the  same  to  oe  His  voluntary  act  and  deedjor  the  t  P 

te  ,_«~~T  "~  hereunto  my 

^  ^ ^  Quincy,  the  day  and  year  fc, 


Office  at  the  City 
written. 


A>  


George  Clooney  is  distant  cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln  |  Reuters 


http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/ll/01/entertainment-us-. 


George  Clooney  is  distant  cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

Thu  Nov  1,  2012  2:10am  EDT 


reuters.com 


Actor  George  Clooney  and  girlfriend  Stacy  Keibler  arrive  at  the  26th 
Carousel  of  Hope  Ball  in  Beverly  Hills,  California  October  20,  2012. 
Credit:  Reuters/Fred  Prouser 


(Reuters)  -  Aunt  Rosemary  was  not  George 
Clooney's  only  famous  relative.  You  can  add  a 
certain  Civil  War  American  president  to  the  Oscar- 
winning  actor's  family  tree. 

Politics  has  apparently  run  in  the  activist  actor's 
blood  for  centuries,  as  website  Ancestry.com  on 
Thursday  revealed  that  the  "Ocean's  11"  star  is 
distantly  related  to  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

According  to  Ancestry.com,  Clooney  is  the  half-first 
cousin  five  times  removed  from  Lincoln,  the  16th 
president.  The  genealogy  website  breaks  down  the 
connection,  explaining  the  "half  means  that  two  of 
their  ancestors  were  half-siblings  -  Lincoln's  mother 
Nancy  Hanks  was  the  half-sister  of  Clooney's  4th 
great-grandmother  Mary  Ann  Sparrow. 


Hanks  and  Sparrow  shared  the  same  mother,  Lucy  Hanks,  but  had  different  fathers.  Lucy  Hanks  was 
Lincoln's  maternal  grandmother  as  well  as  the  5th  great-grandmother  of  Clooney. 

Clooney's  aunt  was  singer  and  actress  Rosemary  Clooney,  who  died  in  2002. 

Clooney,  long  noted  for  his  political  activism,  is  a  major  Hollywood  backer  of  President  Barack  Obama.  He 
hosted  a  Democratic  Party  fundraiser  at  his  Los  Angeles  home  in  March  that  raised  $15  million. 

Lincoln,  a  Republican,  is  considered  one  of  the  greatest  presidents  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  He 
led  the  country  through  the  Civil  War  and  is  credited  with  the  abolition  of  slavery,  which  officially  became  law 
in  1865  after  his  assassination. 


He  is  the  subject  of  an  upcoming  Steven  Spielberg  film  "Lincoln,"  starring  Daniel  Day-Lewis  in  the  title  role, 
which  is  to  open  in  the  United  States  next  week. 

Ancestry.com  is  offering  free  access  to  more  than  20,000  documents  showcasing  Lincoln's  life,  his  family 
tree  and  the  most  pivotal  moments  of  his  presidential  career.  The  details  can  be  found  at 
www.ancestry.com/lincoln. 

(Reporting  by  Zorianna  Kit;  Editing  by  Chris  Michaud  and  Jackie  Frank) 

We  welcome  comments  that  advance  the  story  through  relevant  opinion,  anecdotes,  links  and  data.  If  you 
see  a  comment  that  you  believe  is  irrelevant  or  inappropriate,  you  can  flag  it  to  our  editors  by  using  the 
report  abuse  links.  Views  expressed  in  the  comments  do  not  represent  those  of  Reuters.  For  more 
information  on  our  comment  policy,  see  http://blogs.reuters.com/fulldisclosure/2010/09/27/toward-a-more- 
thoughtful-conversation-on-stories/ 
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Mr.  Lincoln  stated  to  me  in  1861 
that  his  mother  was  born  in  Virginia, 
that  she  came  to  Kentucky  with  some 
of  her  relations  and  not  with  hot  par- 
ents, but  gave  me  no  other  doe. 

J.  H.  Barrett. 


"Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln's  father  died 
in  Virginia  and  his  widow  and  daugh- 
ter came  to  Kentucky  where  the  widow 
married  Henry  Sparrow  for  her  sec- 
ond husband." 

H.  C.  Whitney 
Jan.  17. 1895 


Dennis  Hanks  said  that  the  Hanks** 
came  to  Kentucy  from  the  'Roanoke 
River  Country  in  Virginia'  but  he  nev- 
H-K*eW  *£e  countf  •  He  thought  it  was 
tain."  unty  but  WM  never  cer- 
Jesse  W.  Weik. 


David  W.  Hanks 
Will  Be  Honored 
On  93rd  ^Birthday 

Wednesday,  June  23,  will  mark 
the  93rd  birthday  of  David  Hanks 
of  Princeton,  la.  A  family  dinner 
will  be  served  atr  ~~     &  v  ' 
the   home    of  a 
son  -  in  -  law  and||| 
daughter,  Mr  andffl 
Mrs  A.  M.  Die- g 
mer  of  2510  Far-H 
nam  street,  Dav 
enport.     In  the 
group  will  be 
another  daughter 
of  Mr  Hanks, 
Mrs  George  Pm- 
neo,     and     her  ^ 
husband  of    David  Hanks 
Princeton,  la., 
|  with  whom  he  resides. 
1    Mr  Hanks,  whose;father,  Samuel 
Hanks,  was  a  cousin  ^  Abraham 
Lincoln,  was  bom  m  Albany  111-, 
and  came  to  Iowa  when  16  years 
of  age    Mr  Hanks,  who  was  for- 
merly a  teacher  in  Buffalo  and 
Plealnt   Valley,   is    an  accom- 
plished violinist  and  one  of  ms 
hobbies  has  been  collecting  and1 
SaiSng  violins.    He  '  organized 
Se  first  orchestra  in  ^Pleasant 
Valley  community  in  189b. 

Mr  Hanks  has  two  granddaugh- 
ters, Mrs  C.  C.  Harris  of  Indian- 
uolis  Ind.,  the  former  Miss  Ju- 
ffi  Diemer,  and  Miss  Betty 
Hanks,  who  resides  in  Florida.  ^ 


LINCOLN  KIN  —  Strangers  frequently 
take  a  second  or  third  look  when  they 
pass  the  Rev.  Howard  B.  Hanks  Jr.  He 

Pastor  At  Pipestone  Church 


looks  like  Abraham  Lincoln  and  is  distantly 
related  to  the  former  president. 

(AP  Wirephoto) 


Looks  Like  Kin  Lincoln 


PIPESTONE,  Minn.  (AP)  — 
"Your  face  is  familiar,  but  I 
can't  quite  place  the  name. 
Hanks,  you  say?  No,  you  look 
more  like  Lincoln." 

The  Rev.  Howard  B.  Hanks 
Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  this  southwestern  Minnesota 
community,  says  he  has  been 
stopped  by  strangers  many 
times  with  the  above  questions. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hanks,  the  fa- 
ther of  eight  children,  does 
look  like  Lincoln.  He's  raw- 
boned,  wiry,  well  over  six  feet 
tall,  and  has  long,  dark  wavy 
hair. 

He  is  a  distant  relative  of 
the  16th  President  of  the  United 
States.  His  great,  great,  great, 
great,  great  grandfather,  Dea- 
con John  Hanks  of  Connecticut, 
was  a  great  uncle  to  Lincoln. 

Deacon  John  had  a  brother, 
Joseph  Hanks,  whose  daughter 
Nancy,  married    an  itinerant 


farmer  named  Thomas  Lincoln 
on  June  12,  1806  in  Kentucky. 
They  had  a  son  named  Abra- 
ham who  was  born  Feb.  12,  1809. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hanks  had 
known  of  the  family  tie  but 
didn't  think  much  about  it  un- 
til 1961,  when  he  was  asked  to 
play  Lincoln  in  a  homecoming 
pageant  at  Bethel  College  in  St. 
Paul.  Then  he  began  reading 
about  Lincoln's  life  and  writ- 
ings. 

The  Pastor  now  dresses  like 
Lincoln  and  speaks  to  elemen- 
tary school  audiences  in  the 
area.  He  uses  quotes  from  Lin- 
coln's writings  to  encourage 
youngsters  to  be  more  con- 
cerned for  our  nation. 

"If  ever  the  country  needed 
the  philosophies  of  Lincoln,  it 
needs  them  today,"  said  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hanks,  "and  anything 
I  can  do  to  further  their  under- 
standing, I  Will." 


LIU  KIN  DIES 
IT  BOH  EAST 

AURORA,  HI.,  Oct.  26  (A.P.) — Mrs. 
Sarah  Barker  whose  lather,  Jefferson 
Hanks,  was  a  nephew  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  mother,  is  dead.  Mrs.  Barker 
often  recalled  the  visits  of  Lincoln  to 
the  Hanks  home  when  she  was  a  small 
girl,  and  how  children  of  the  neigh- 
borhood would  come  over  to  the 
Hanks  home  to  hear  the  Lincoln 
stories. 
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Seeill'  StarS  -  -  By  Feg  Murray 


fk  '©OUTWER.M  GlfcL,  19  DESCENDED  , 
FROM  NANCY  HMMKS,  /\8&\MAM  LINC0LU9 
MOTHER,  ANJO  UNAv'S  FIRST  SCREEN  ROLE 
WA6  AAJM  RUTLEDGB,  LlNCOLNfe  CW(LDM®0  SWEET- 
IM  D.W.G&FFlTMk  *Affl?AAWM  UNCOLN  "... 


HE  WAS  A  RELATIVE 


DBOHCEJHI*L 

Martyr  President's  2nd  Cousin, 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Leftcovitch,  Helps 
Free  Son  From  Marital  Bond 

They  brought  a  little  old  lady 
into  court  yesterday. 

A  little  old  lady  whom  they 
helped  to  the  witness  stand  and 
introduced  as: 

"Mrs.  Maria  C.  Leftcovitch,  a 
second  cousin  to  Abraham  Lin- 

And  Attorney  A.  L.  Maslan  told 
Superior  Judge  Hugh  Todd  that 
his  seventy-nine-year-old  witness 
was  there  to  testify  on  behalf  of 
Edwyl  N.  Leftcovitch  in  his  un- 
contested suit  to  divorce  Mrs 
Clara  B  Leftcovitch,  whom  he 
Sarried  in  1915  in  West  Virginia. 

OLD  ACQUAINTANCE 

To  establish  Leftcovitch's  length 
of  residence  here,  Maslan  asked 
the  witness  how  long  she  had  known 

him.  .  . 

"Quite  some  time,"  she  said. 
"You  see,  I'm  his  mother." 

"How  old  is  the  defendant,  the 
wife,  Mrs.  Leftcovitch?"  Judge 
Todd  asked. 

"As  long  as  I've  known  her, 
she's  been  thirty  years  old,"  the 
witness  answered  tartly. 
SHOOTINGS  RECOUNTED 

Mrs.  Leftcovitch's  son,  a  former 
railway"  conductor,  testified  that, 
his  wife  "had  an  awful  temper 
and  you  couldn't  believe  anything 
she  said."  Also,  he  said,  she  shot 
at  him  twice — once  with  a  shot- 
gun, once  with  a  pistol— during 
their  married  life. 

"I  think  that  when  they 
chase  'em  out  with  a  shotgun 
and  a  pistol  you  can't  blame  'em 
for  not  coming  back,"  Judge 
Todd  observed  philosophically 
as  he  signed  the  divorce  decree. 

Mrs  '  Leftcovitch  left  the  court- 
room on  the  arm  of  her  son,  with 
whom  she  lives  at  4602  Orcas  St. 
She  explained  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's mother  was  the  aunt  of  her 
own  mother. 

 ~ 


WR.S  MARIA  C.  LEFTCOVITCH,  seventy-nine,  holds  a  treas- 
^dpYctureAof  Abraham  Lincoln,  her  second  < 
smiles  over  her  adventure  in  wpenorj^J^^^- 


Monroeville  H.  S. 
Claims  6  Students 
Lincoln  Relatives 


MONROEVILLE,  Feb.  15.— That  six 
blood  relatives  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
sixteenth  president  of  the  United 
States  are  enrolled  at  Monroeville 
high  school,  was  discovered  recently. 
The  descendants  are:  Ralph  and 
Elaine  Rogers,  Chalmer,  Leete,  and 
Bonita  Hart,  and  Harold  Stevenson. 
The  relationship  of  the  students 
named  to  President  Lincoln  is  sixth 
cousin. 


SAN 


DESCENDANT  OF  'THE'  HANKSES 
WORKING  AT  NORTH  ISLAND  • 


DONALD  HANKS  BUNCH 
.  doing:  part  for  defense. 


Recalls  Stories 
Of  Grandfather's 
Lincoln  Visits 

Quick,  now,  who  do  you  think 
he  resembles? 

Take  a  good  look  at  the  accom- 
panying photograph  of  Donald 
Hanks  Bunch,  and  see  if  there  is 
anything  familiar  about  deep-set 
eyes,  the  prominent  nose,  the  thin 
lips  and  the  square  chin. 

HERE  WITH  MOTHER 

At  any  rate,  Abraham  Lincoln's 
grandfather  and  Bunch's  great-great- 
great-  grandfather  was  the  same 
Mr.  Hanks.  Or,  if  it  simplifies  mat- 
ters, Nancy  Hanks  and  Bunch's 
great-great-grandfather  were  sister 
and  brother,  who  moved  overland 
from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  when 
they  were  small  children. 

Bunch  and  his  mother,  Mamie 
Hanks  Marshall,  came  from  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  to  San  Diego  county  this 
winter.  Mrs  Marshall  to  visit  friends 
at  Vista,  and  the  son  to  work  on  a 
national  defense  construction  prot- 
est on  North  Island.  Mrs.  Marshall's 
grandfather  and  Abraham  Lincoln 
were  first  cousins,,  and  she  has 
many  mementoes  of  the  Civil  war 
president. 

REPRIMANDED  BY  ABE 

"I  can  recall  my  own  grand- 
father, John  Hanks,  telling  about 
trips  that  his  father  would  take 
him  on  to  Springfield  for  visits  at  the 
Lincoln  home,"  said  Bunch.  "John 
Hanks  was  a  small  boy  who  would 
induce  the  Lincoln  boys,  against 
their  better  judgment,  to  be  more 
lively  around  the  home  than  Mr. 
Lincoln  would  stand  for. 

"Once  the  small  John  and  Tad 
slid  down  the  stair  railing  and 
landed  in  the  hall  with  a  noisy 
thump  just  as  Mr.  Lincoln  came  in 
My  grandfather  said  that  Abe  gave 
them  a  reprimanding  they  never 
forgot." 

PRAISES  MRS.  LINCOLN 

Despite  the  case  that  writers 
have  tried  to  make  out  against  Mrs 
Lincoln,  Bunch  could  not  recall 
that  his  grandfather  ever  had  found 
her  to  be  unloving  to  the  boys.  It 
was  the  husband  and  father  who 
"did  the  getting  mad." 

Whenever  Bunch  has  visited 
Springfield,  111.,  he  has  been  much 
in  demand  for  interviews,  he  said. 
He  was  there  last  August,  and  in 
1934  visited  the  reconstructed  vil- 
lage of  New  Salem,  near  where  his 
f airier  had  resided  in  Peoria.  111.  In 
San  Diego,  he  is  making  his  home  at 
the  Southern  hotel. 


Kin  of  Lincoln 


Princeton,  la.,  Feb.  11.  —  Ap- 
proach of  the  Liucoln  anniversary 
is  more  than  a  patriotic  and  his- 
toric incident  to  David  Warren 
Hanks,  who  next  June  23  will 
celebrate  his  89th  birthday  anni- 
versary. 

Mr.  Hanks'  father,  Samuel 
Hanks,  a  cousin  of  the  Great 
Emancipator,  was  born  in  Keu- 
tucky  in  the  community  in  which 
Lincoln  was  born.  The  family 
moved  later  to  Illinois.  Mr.  Hanks 
was  born  near  Albany,  111. 

"I  never  saw  Lincoln,"  relates 
Mr.  Hanks,  '"but  my  parents  visit- 
ed him  and  I  can  remember  when 
he  was  nominated.  One  day  my 
parents  returning  from  southern 
Illinois  stopped  at  the  Lincoln 
home  near  Springfield  for  dinner. 
Lincoln  was  a  young  lawyer  then. 
The  family  had  chicken  for  din- 
ner and  afterward  the  young  folks 
tested  their  skill  throwing  the 
bones  thru  the  bung  of  a  barrel. 
Lincoln  was  the.  only  one  suc- 
cessful at  the  feat."  Racing  and 
wrestling,  Lincoln's  favorite 
sports,  were  other  afternoon  past- 
times. 

"My  father's  brother  was  nearer 
Lincoln's  age  and  they  were  often 
together,"  continued  Mr.  Hanks. 
"On  one  visit  to  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ily, my  folks  brought,  home  some 
torn  from  southern  Illinois  and 
we  planted  it,  but  because  of  the 
difference  in  climate,  it  didn't 
mature." 

Mr.  Hanks  is  a  talented  violin- 
ist and  daily  practices  one  or  two 
hours.  He  makes  and  repairs  vio- 
lins and  altho  he  is  an  acknowl- 
edged expert,  has  never  taken  in- 
struction either  in  music  or  mak- 
ing the  instrument. 

He  came  to  Iowa  when  16  years 
of  age  and  has  spent  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  since  in  this  com- 
munity. He  now  makes,  his  home 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  George 
Pinneo,  and  her  family,  who  in 
IfKiG  visited  Lincoln  City,  Ind., 
where  the  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
burial  place  is  and  where  the  fire- 
place in  the  old  Lincoln  home  is 
preserved  intact.  Another  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Bessie  Dienier,  .resides 
In  Davenport. 

The  Hanks  family,  too,  has  an- 


DAVID  WARREN  HANKS 

other  kin  tie  with  American  his- 
tory, Mrs.  Pinneo  being  a  lineal 
descendant  of  John  Quincy  Adams, 
on  her  maternal  side. 


(s  ■ 


Another  Grave 
Filled  on  Spencer 
Hanks'  Farm  ^H0 

Marion,  111.,  Feb.  20.-(Special)  d 

THERE   IS  one  more  graie  P 

upon  u,e  hill  on  the  farm  t 
east  ot  .Marion   where  tlie 

Hanks  tamily  |,as  remained,    »  « 

Hail  Its'  I  W''  8lllCe  Sl»e»<*"  h 
Hanks  bought  it  from  the  gov- 

ernment  and  built  a  log  house  in 
iE*    r,,e,         Slave  is  that  of 

house.r      ,earS      that  Sa"'e  lo* 
Miss  Hanks  was  buried  beside 
'  '    mother   and   father,  rhree 
brothers  and  two  sisters!  all  of 

uother  Samuel  Hanks.    He  still 

«7efi.,M  *1S  ^thet's  house- 
UhP,  efi  aMUl?  e*er  lprt  ll»«'e. 

lied,  they  brought  their  mates  to 
"e  with  them  on  the  Hunks 
•;;«;estead.     A  new  house  wS 

Stephen  Hurts,  80,  who  mar- 
daughterL  01  Ha»k*' 


NANCY  HANKi 
WILL  ATTEND 
FOX  LINCOLN 


Descendant  of  Brother  of 
Lincoln's  Mother  to  See 
World  Premiere 

Nancy  Jean  Hanks,  707  South 
Second  street,  a  Junior  at  Spring- 
field high  school,  will  probably  be 
one  of  the  mast  interested  spectators 
at  the  world  premiere  of  'Young  Mr. 
Lincoln"  to  be  held  tonight  at  the 
Fox  Lincoln  theater.  For  Mis,s 
Hanks  is  a  great-gieat-granddaugh- 
ter  of  Joshua  Hanks,  brother  of 
Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Miss  Hanks,  almost  16,  is  probably 
the  oiili  in  the  United  States 
who  can  produce  Tnercurrcv*  srrmra- 
logical  record  aligning  her  with 
Lincoln. 

A  native  of  Beardstown,  she  is 
the  daughter  of  Hardin  and  Hazel 
Hanks.  Hei  grandfather  was  James 
R.  Hanks.  Miss  Hanks  was  born 
July  23,  1923.  At  present  she  resides 
With  her  mother  in  this  city  where 
Mrs.  Hanks  is  employed  as  a  secre- 
tary in  the  state  department  of  ag- 
riculture. Her  father  is  an  attor- 
ney in  Beardstown. 

Miss  Hanks  came  to  Springfield 
with  hei  parents  when  she  was  less 
than  five  years  old  and  attended 
primary  and  secondary  schools  in 
this  city  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  when  she  was  enrolled  at  Man- 
ual Arts  high  school  in  Los  Angeles. 

She  has  a  genuine  fondness  for 
drama  and  a  natural  aptitude  for 
acting.  Also  an  accomplished  vo- 
calist, she  will  soon  be  featured  in 
several  songs  at  the  recital  of  the 
A  Cappella  choir  at  Springfield  high 
school.  Besides  being  musically  in- 
clined, Miss  Hanks  also  enjoys 
sports,  paiticularly  tennis  and 
horseback  riding.  She  weighs  115 
pounds  and  Is  5  feet  4  inches  In 
height. 

Because  of  her  poise,  she  has  fre- 
quently been  selected  to  act  as  t 
•fochinn  model.    She  Is  a  blond. 


Lincoln's  Relative 
Recalls  His  Habits 


Abe  Pictured  As  Big,  RfH<- 
boned,  Mischievous  Boy 
By  Man  Who  Knew  Him. 

DETROIT — (I.N.S.) — Frank  Beall, 
related  by  marriage  to  Nancy  Hanks, 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  sits  back 
these  days  in  his  comfortable  home 
here  and  reminisces  of  the  days  when 
he  knew  Lincoln. 

Passing  78  now,  he  lives  with  his 
dozens  of  pet  Yorkshire  canaries  and 
his  memories  of  a  great  man.  What 
are  but  legends  to  others,  to  him  are 
contemporary  experiences. 

Beall  was  a  child  of  five  when  he 
heard  the  great  man  speak  at  Deca- 
tur, 111.  Later  he  lived  to  see  Lin- 
coln spread  his  wings  until  he  became 
the  greatest  figure  in  the  land.  As  a 
boy  he  would  watch  Lincoln  split 
rails  with  John  Hanks,  his  uncle,  on 
the  old  Hanks  farm,  just  three  miles 
from  the  Beall  homestead. 

Frank  Beall's  first  wife,  Sarah 
Mettler,  was  a  daughter  of  Jane 
Hanks,  and  a  granddaughter  of  John 
Hands,  the  brother  of  Lincoln's  moth- 
er. 

Beall  pictures  Lincoln  as  "a  big, 
rough,  rawboned  boy,  always  laugh- 
ing, and,  like  other  boys,  fun-loving, 
mischievous,  and  always  for  going  to 
the  country  dances  and  other  merry- 
makings of  the  honest,  homespun 
order. 

Watched  Lincoln  Plow. 

Beall  would  often  watch  Lincoln 
and  his  uncle  as  they  plowed  the 
virgin  fields  of  Illinois. 

"Abe  and  John  always  kept  a  jug 
of  whisky  in  a  clump  of  weeds  be- 
sides them,"  recollects  Beall.  "It  was 
good  whisky  they  made  in  those 
days,  and  everybody  kept  it." 

Beall  remembers  the  days  when 
they  shipped  the  slaves  to  auction 
down  the  river  and  big  boats 
crammed  like  sardines  with  sad  hu- 
man freight,  and  the  days  when 
there  were  no  longer  any  slaves,  and 
the  mystic,  muffled  roll  of  the  war 
drums  had  ebbed  to  an  echo. 

"I  saw  Lincoln  on  his  bier  many 
times  after  his  death,"  said  Beall.  "In 
the  big  family  vault  in"  Springfield, 
one  could  view  the  body  through 
glass  for  a  long  time.  Then,  when 
rumors  arose  that  someone  had  tried 
to  break  into  the  sealed  glass-en- 
closed vault,  the  body  was  buried 
with  others  of  the  family  dead  be- 
neath the  flooring,  where  today  the 
inscribed  marble  slab  may  be  viewed 
by  visitors  to  the  shrine." 


Strikeout  By  Lightning. 

BUTTE,  Mont.  —  (U-H)  —  Le  Boy 
Burns,  aged  14,  insists  /  '■  ]  would  have 
won  a  local  ball  gan  ^  he  had  not 
been  struck  out  >- -  ltning.  He 
had  just  pitched  a  %  ball  when 

the  electrical  flash  st.  the  metal 
button  on  the  top  of  his  baseban 
cap.  He  filed  his  complaint  against 
the  unfair  strikeout  from  a  hospital 
cot,  where  his  injuries,  which  were 
not  serious,  were  dressed. 


Hawk-Eve  Photo  bv  Nancy  Bauei 

MRS.  REX  TEMPLETON  has  one  of  12  photographs  of  an  artist's  con- 
ception of  JNancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  Abraham  Lincoln's  mother. 

phe 's  A  Hanks  And 
[She  's  Proud  Of  It 


By  NANCY  BAUER 
MT.  PLEASANT  -  Southeast 
)vva  is  known  for  its  connec- 
lons  with  Abraham  Lincoln. 
I S  e  v  e  r  a  1  communities  also 
lave  decendents  of  t  h  e  Hanks 
•imily  of  which  Lincoln's  moth- 
r,  Nancy,  was  a  member. 

Mrs.  Rex  Templeton  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  is  one  of  the  descend- 
ents  in  Southeast  Iowa  and 
las  taken  part  in  the  research 
,oward  a  Hanks  family  gen- 
ealogy compiled  by  Adin  Ba- 
|jer. 

Mrs.  Templeton  said  Baber, 
fcso  a  descender t  of  the  Hanks 


family,  had  worked  on  the  re- 
search for  more  than  25  years. 

From  the  family  history  pass- 
ed down  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration, Mrs.  Templeton's  great 
grandfather,  Abraham  Jackson, 
was  a  nephew  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln,  Abe's  mother. 

Back  to  1815 

To  assist  Baber  in  his  work,] 
Mrs.  Templeton  sent  him  in- 1 
formation  concerning  her  family 
as  far  back  as  the  records 
could  be  found  —  to  Abraham 
Jackscn  Hanks,  born  to  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  Hall  Hanks, 
in  1815. 


Pictures  of  the  family  were 
also  requested  by  Lloyd  Osten- 
dorf  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  who  drew 
an  artist's  conception  of  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln.  Through  family 
traits,  from  descriptions  and 
from  the  pictures  of  other  an- 
cestors, Ostendorf  painted  t  h  e 
only  known  painting  of  her.  An 
actual  picture  had  never  been 
found,  probably  because  his 
mother  died  when  Abe  was  nine 
years  old. 

Mrs.  Templeton  received 
one  of  12  copies  of  the  paint- 
ing in  recognition  of  her  as- 
sistance to  Ostendorf  and  Ba- 
ber. She  also  has  both  books 
written  by  Baber  which  had 
limited  publication. 


Way  back  in  the  genealogical 
tree  there  were  two  Hanks  cou- 
ples, both  named  William  and 
Elizabeth,  who  lived  across  a 
river  from  each  other  in  Virgin- 
ia. 

Both  had  sisters  named  Nan- 
cy, burn  in  the  same  year,  1784. 
The  Williams  were  cousins.  One 
of  the  two  sisters  was  Abe's 
mother.  Which  one  Is  uncertain. 
Baber  claims  one  and  Mrs. 
Templeton  says  her  family  is 
traced  to  the  other  one. 

A  deriding  question  may  be 


who  was  Mrs.  Templeton's 
j  great  great  great  grandfather. 

'  '■]  don't  really  care  if  my 
family  is  from  the  direct  line  oi 
not. "Mrs.  Templeton  comment- 
ed. "I  just  wanted  to  help  with 
the  research;  I  added  the  know- 
ledge that,  my  family  has  giv- 
en me.  so  that  someday  my 
descendents  will  know  their  an- 
cestors." 

27  Nancy  Hanks 
"In  his  research,  Baber  found 
27  Nancy  Hanks  listed  during 
the  period  in  which  Lincoln's 
mother  lived."  she  added,  "so  it 
is  no  wonder  that  there  isn't 
some  confusion  as  to  which  onei 
jwas  which."  | 
Baber's  second  book,  which  | 
I  Mrs.  Templeton  has,  is  concern- 
ed with  the  immediate  Nancy 
Hanks'  family,  her  early  life 
and  her  marriage. 

"No  matter  what  part  of  the 
f  a  m  i  ly  we  are  from,"  Mrs. 
Templeton  said,  "we  are  proud 
of  it." 


Lincoln  Relative  Who 
Resembles  Martyr  Is 
World's  Fair  Visitor 

(Picture  on  back  page.) 

Charles  R.  Miles  of  Long  Beach, 
Cal.,  who  is  a  second  cousin  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  bears  a  striking  re- 
semblance to  the  martyred  President, 
yesterday  explained  why  he  had  re- 
fused to  play  the  part  of  Lincoln  in 
motion  pictures. 

"I  wouldn't  play  the  part  in  the 
picture,  'Abraham  Lincoln,'  because 
the  director  wanted  me  to  sit  on  the 
floor,  roll  a  whisky  barrel,  and  say, 
'I'll  drink  mine  from  a  spigot,'  "  Mr. 
Miles  said,  "  and  I  know  that  Lincoln 
never  took  liquor  except  lor  medici- 
nal purposes." 

Mr  Miles  and  his  wife,  Kathenne, 
are  staying  at  3443  North  Marshfield 
avenue   and    are   visiting    the  fair. 


They  plan  to  leave  shortly  for  Wash- 
ington, where  they  have  been  invited 
to  dine  with  President  Roosevelt 

Mr  Mi'es  was  born  near  Caldwell, 
O  on  Nov.  21,  1871.  He  is  a  grand- 
son of  Mary  Hanks,  who  was  a  sister 
of  Nancy  Hanks,  the  mother  of  Lin- 
coln. He  was  acquainted  with  Rob- 
ert Lincoln,  the  President's  son.  Like 
Lincoln,  Mr.  Miles  worked  in  the  back- 
woods and  is  self-educated.  He  had 
not  grown  a  beard,  which  causes  the 
striking  resemblance  to  Lincoln,  until 
1928,  when  the  G.  A.  R.  urged  him  to 
do  so  and  bestowed  on  him  the  ti. 
of  "  Father  Abraham."  Mr.  Miles  ha- 
six  children. 


LINCOLN  KIN  HERE. 

Charles  R.  Miles,  second 
cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
visitor  at  Fair. 


Lincoln  and  Pioneers — They're  characters  in  the  Kennel  t  Legion 
pageant,  of  "Historic  Delaware''  at  Longwood  Gardens.  Rev.  Russell 
R.  Patton  (right),  pastor  of  the  Landenberg,  Pa.,  M.  E.  Church,  is  the. 
Great  Emancipator.  His  grandfather,  Thomas  Hanks,  was  a  cousin  of 
Lincoln's  mother.  Mrs.  Lois  Taylor,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  Knowles 
R.  Bowen,  of  Kennett  Square,  are  the  "Pioneers"  at  the  left, 

<» 


